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CENSUS REPORT 


OF THE 

CITY OF CALCUTTA AND ITS SUBURBS, 

1921. 


CHAPTER I. 


The population, its distribution and growth. 


t Introductory.—This report leak with the census of the city oi 
Calcutta, the five suburban municipalities of Cossipore-Chitpore, Maniktala, 
Todvgunge, the South Suburbs and Garden Reach, north, east and south of 
it on the left bank of the Hooghly, and Howrah on the right bank. How far 
the suburbs of a great city should be held to extend, it is always a matter of 
some difficulty to determine. Suburban conditions in the case of Calcutta 
however abruptly terminate to the east with the limits of Maniktala and 
Tollygtmge, for the level of the land falls at once to the marshes. To the 
south and west the outlying parts of the £tmth Suburban and Howrah muni* 
cipalkies include certain areas of agricultural land and suburban conditions 
do not extend beyond municipal limits. To the north, however, the land on 
both banks of the hooghly is parcelled out among a series of municipalities 
extending almost without a break for 20 miles and in -ome sense all these 
municipalities are suburban to Calcutta. Historically, only Serampore, 
Chandemagore and Hooghly-C hina nra on the right bank of the river were of 
independent origin. The rest owe their origin and their growth to their 

P roximity to Calcutta and were never independent centres of trade or industry. 

here is little change of character in the country between Calcutta arid 
Burrackpore and the number of the population within each municipality 
depends upon the extent of area which happens to have been included within 
the limits of each and the accident of its boundaries including a greater or 
less number of mills and factories with the large coolie population which lives 
in and about them, Railway lines run parallel to the river on both banks and 
the suburban traffic carrying workers in Calcutta to and fro daily from their 
lodging outside it is very large. It would, however, lie somewhat far-fetched 
to account Naihati and Band el as suburbs of Calcutta, and yet between 
Cossipore-Chitpore and Nathati and between Howrah and Ban del there is 
no point which rather than several others should be taken as the end of the 
suburbs. Accordingly the boundaries of Cossi pore-Chit pore and Howrah are 
taken as the suburban limits. Calcutta city surrounded by the six suburban 
municipalities forms a compart block for which it is convenient to have 
comprehensive figures. A volume of census tables for this area has been 
prepared and published and this report is the commentary upon the figures 
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therein contained. At the end of each chapter certain subsidiary tables have 
been given which will be found useful not only in the elucidation of the points 
noticed in the report, but also in independent investigation of the facts which 
the census tables prove. This first chapter deals mainly with the figures 
contained in Tables I and II of the Tables Volume, Three subsidiary tables 
are printed at the end of it containing analyses of the figures showing— 

I.—Variations of population. 

II. —Density of population at successive censuses. 

III. —Persons per houses and houses per acre. 

The city of Calcutta includes, besides the area administered hv the 
Corporation, Port M illiam the Maiden, the Port and the Canals adjoining 
and penetrating the city. The administration of the six suburban munici¬ 
palities is regulated by the Bengal Municipal Act and each has a separate 
constitution independent of the others and of Calcutta, whose administration 
is regulated in different terms bv the Calcutta Municipal Act. The suburban 
municipalities co-opernte in terrain matters, e.a., water-supply, with the 
Calcutta Corporation to their great benefit, but are in no wise suhonlinate 
to it. The original jurisdiction of the High Coilrt and the Presidency Magis¬ 
trates of Calcutta does no: extend even over the whole area administered by 
the t orporatiott, much to the south and south-east heing within the iurisdic* 
t ion of the M agist rate of t he 24-Parganas The jurisdiction of t he Calcutta 
Police, on the other hand, extends further than the Corporation limit- and 
covers all the suburbs on the east bank of the Hooghiy, except to the south. 

1. Area and population,— The area covered by i htlcuita and its suburbs 
is about <»2 square miles, the area of the river H*>oghlv being left out of 
account, and its population enumerated in March 1921 was 1,327.54“ persons, 
Immediately after the census the cry was raised in the newspapers and taken 
up by the Corporation that the census of Calcutta had been incomplete. The 
census was caried out under an officer specially appointed for tlie purpose, 
whti worked on this occasion independent of the Corporation. The work had 
l>een carried out on previous occasions under the control of its Deputy Chair¬ 
man. The difficulty experienced in obtaining the willing service of a suffi¬ 
cient number to net as enumerators was somewhat more acute than on former 
occasions. This was partly a reflection of the spirit of the times, but was 
aggravated by the fact that the assistance given by the employees of the Cor¬ 
poration was disappointing. The difficulty caused some anxiety and was not 
overcome until rather late in the day, hut there was no sort of breakdown any¬ 
where in the arrangements and the final enumeration went with a good swing. 

The same cry has been raised after each successive census since 1*72, 
A fresh census four years after that of 1*72 showed that the original estimate 
had probably been a n over-estimate rather than an under-estimate, and in 
1911 an elaborate investigation immediately after the enumeration proved 
the scent false. On the present occasion it was immediately seen that the 
decreases in population in certain localities, which had Iteeii the subject of 
criticism as soon as the results were published, appeared just where the 
Improvement Trust and the Corporation hail been most active in clearing sites 
for improvements, and the Port Trust had made its extensive acquisitions for 
the new King George Dock Critics, moreover, failed to notice that the 
decrease in tlie Port population, the result of stagnation in the export trade, 
had been responsible for bringing down the city population bv H per cent 
nor did they appreciate the significance of the great increase of suburban 
passenger traffic on the railways of recent vears which shows to what an 
extent Calcutta'? workers have overflowed beyond its immediate suburbs 
There were omissions in the European quarters which may have amounted to 
80<>. but there is little doubt that omissions in Indian quarters were very few 
and the total population may lie taken as certainly correct within 2 per mille 
and probably within I per mille. 
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3. Calcutta compared with other cities.—To what extent Calcutta 
dwarfs every other city in India but Bombay is shown by the following figures 
for their population 

ffellSOUa. 



Calcutta 

Bombay 

JJaJfas 

HT-lefftlia-l 

Rangoon 

Bel hi 

Lahore 

AtuueUubii'l 

Lucknow 

Ba ng tiler v 
Karachi 
Cawnporv 
PCODO 


... U27.fl.tr 
... 1,175.914 

... 526,911 
404,187 

... 341,962 

304,430 

aSl.TfSI 
274.007 
... 24<l,fl6l> 

237,496 
216.863 
216.436 
214,796 


The population of Boinbav has increased very much of late years, bv 2h ;2 
percent, between luol aud 1911 and by 20-1 percent. Iietween 19U and 192J. 
while the corresponding figures for Calcutta and its Suburbs have been only 
11-0 percent, and 4-3 per cent., and the population under the Corporation of 
Bomhav is now considerably larger than that under the Corporation of 
Calcutta. The population of Calcutta, however, has been able to spread to its 
suburbs in a manner in which that of Bombay situated on its island cappot. 
There are few large mills and factories in Calcutta itself as there are m 
Bombay and less than half of the number in tbc industrial area, of which 
Calcutta is the centre, lie within the suburban municipalities. They are 
spread along the banks of the Hooghly for 30 miles- The population oi the 
a municipalities along the river beyond the suburbs is 5<>9.1B2, while the 
rural population hf very much denser than that near Bombay, so that Calcutta 
as a centre of population is still nearly twice as great as Bombay. Madras 
ha* grown very little, onlv 3 per cent, in the last twenty years, while Hydera¬ 
bad has decreased 19 4 per Tent, since 1911. Rangoon has grown faster than 
Calcutta, 16HS per cent, since 1011. Delhi 30 7 per cent., Lahore 23 2 per 
cent., Ahmeoahnd 17 7 pei cent., Bangalore 25*3 {>er cent, and Karachi no 
less than 42 6 per cent. 

The population of the administrative “ County of London ’ according 
to the futures of the recent census is 4,483.249. rather less than 34 times as 
great as that of Calcutta, while the peculation ot Greater London is 
7,476,198. rather over 54 times. Calcutta’s population is atom the same as 
that of the area covered bv tlie eight Metronolitan Boroughs, the t ity. 
Holbom, Islington, St, Pancras. St. Marylebone Paddington. Kensington 
and Westminister. Compared with Birmingham, the second city in England, 
whose population is 910.436. Calcutta is the larger by nea rly 4o per cent. 

4 Population by wards.—The population of Calcutta and suburbs 
is shown in detail in Table I of tto'FabWyoInme; the total figures for each 
locality are given again in Subsidiary Taide I, printed at ths end of this 
chapter The area administered by the Corporation, which has 38o,915 
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inhabitants, is divided into 25 wards, which are to be set in order according 
to the size of the population of each, as follows 


persons. 


Wari 

No. 9, Muchiparu 

■ p »• 

in 

60,670 

T» 

ii 

3, Barlojn 

• ■> 

* 

**■ 

6l,lt» 

tl 

IP 

22, Bbowa&ipore ... 

■ M 


57.37ft 

If 

*t 

6, Joraaauko 

P P’1 

■ p p 

57,276 

n 

Hi 

1, SilAtHpTlliUr 

+ +* 

* • * 

57,006 

n 

ll 

4, Snkea Street 

Ml 

p pi 

55,372 

n 

n 

5, Jowb®s*D ^ ... 

*•* 

Hi 

52,573 

M 

U 

21, BaljTgnupe-TolIj'gQage 

wm m 

Ml 

50.654 

ll 


IS, Eutally 

Ilf 

P*l 

47.S42 


n 

ft, Kulmola 

*■* 

-+ + 

36,510 

Pi 

+p 

20, Beniapoktir 

IIP 


35,543 

PI 

tt 

34, Waigrnge 


p^p 

34.472 

tl 

M 

2, Eumurtoli 

#■-# 

PPP 

33.9* 4 

ii 

ll 

7, Barabazar 


■IP 

32.059 

l» 

Tl- 

11, Pu.lOapnkar 

h * a 


32,63ft 

41 

!■ 

14, Taltola 

M, 

p-i 

31,664 

■ f 

i| 

24. Ekbalpore 

Ml 

, ie 

31,420 

II 

fl 

10, Bowbszar 

’M 

tii 

27410 

4f 

If 

13. Feuwick Bazar... 

Ml 

■ ip 

26,111 

IT 

'1 

23. AUpore 

III 

ppp 

£2484 

«h 

ii 

15, ColUnga 

*** 

lik 

11,747 

if 

H 

12, Waterloo Street 

*-o 

... 

7,106 

II 

41 

1ft. Bae tings 

III 

+ «■ 

4,2*3 

*\ 

M 

10. Park Street 

in 


3.776 

it 

Pf 

17, Victoria Terraco 

11V 

1HK 

3447 


In the suburbs, the population of ManiktoH ft? q9q „_ 0 _i 

Wf » *■» «J Word 9. Muchipnra. tbeUr^ it fhV ,-i 

Iratt sSinU™c^"' 33 ul Zt% ’ 9 ' E "‘^ : , lhe 

Howrah has a pop U !atio n ,f 195 301. .hat is abont the same nnmber of 

inhabitants as the block formed of Ward i 
Snkea street; 1\arc!5. Jorabagan; Ward 6 Jora- 
sanko: and Ward 7. Barabarar The ponuktim 
enumerated in each ward of Howrah Mtlnfcipal 4 

“S"» ln tl,e The total also indmiei 

niatftJEf'TW ™“r r * tei m the railway 
fiat forms at Howrah Passenger Station and 

premises'^' 0118 ^ ™ r ' is Hn,i •«* raUway 


Wani No. \ 

*i HI 2 

ii t« 3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

, ^ 

IQ 


tp 

ii 

u 


+ ■■ 

f»» 


4,571 
IS.043 
24,34ft 
... 25,247 

... 24 j&O 

... 25.715 
... 31.551 
... 11.005 
8.647 
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5. 


Density.—The average density of population over the city nml sub¬ 
urbs is 34 persons to 
the acre or, if the 
water area of the Port 
and Canals is includ¬ 
ed, 31. Over the city it 
is 69 and over the 
municipal area, the 
Fort and the Maid a a 
bei ng excluded,* 74. 
The greatest density is 
not to he found in the 
heart of the town in 
Bar a bazar, Waterloo 
Street, Bowbazar and 
Fenwick Bazar 

Wards, which are the 
centre of the city's 
business and where 
many buildings are 
given up to use as 
mercantile offices arid 
shops, in which few 
but caretakers them¬ 
selves reside, but in the 
adjoining area. Ward 
fi. Jorassiuko, with 219 
persons per acre, 
Ward 5, Jorabiigan, 
with 216. and Ward 
11 T Puddapukur, with 
194 But for the clearing of the site for Central Avenue along which 
none of the new buildings were approaching completion when rite 
census was taken. Ward 8, Rain tola, would have taken its place among 
the most densely populated. It held more persons per acre 2ao_. tha n any other 
ward in 1911. but its density at this census has proved to be bi_ Bowhazor. 
one of the business quarters, but containing many small shops, m which the 
shopkeepers tbemselve^Iive, bus 184 persons per acre Next come the wards 



s - 

foSowmE them Ward 1 rStmmpukm\ 139, and Ward 13. Fenwick Bazar, 136 
There is°a big drop to Ward 22, Bhowanipore, 70. where the Improvement 
Trust has made great changes, but in which, along some of the streets, new 
buildings had been completed and occupied before die census, and W ard lo, 
Collinga, 66- The eastern outskirts, w a rd,19, Em ally ami ^Vard 
Beniapukur. each with 43 to the acre, the Dock area, ^ ard 2o, V- at gunge, 4*, 
and Ward 24, Ekbalpore, 37 with the small Ward l> Hastings. come 
before the European residential quarters. \Vard 16. I ark street, * Ul 
Victoria- Terrace. Ward 21 Ballygunge-Tollygtmge, each 2a. and W ard 23 
Aliiwre 18 Ward 12, Waterloo Street, with its many Government and mer¬ 
cantile offices and Government House, although it is the very heart of the city, 
has oniv 34 persons to the acre The density ot population in parts or How. 
rail Maniktola and Cossipore-C hit pore is high, but they also include areas 
where conditions are almost rural, and their average density is HO more than 
30 31 aQ d 27, respectively. Tollygunge ami the South Suburbs ure very 
nuieh less denselv peopled. having only 5 and 4 persons to the acre The 
average density of population over the County of London 6b to the acre 
69 in Calcutta city. hut. on the one hand, there is no part of London 
wdiere the density is much more than half that in Ward 6, Jorasanko, in 
Calcutta nor, on the other, does it contain any area bearing so large a propor¬ 
tion to the whole and having so low a density of population as BaUygimge. 
Vet overcrowding is by no means so serious a problem in t alcutta as it is 
in Bombay or in the centres of manv much smaller cities in India, 
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6. Early estimates and enumerations.—In the early days of British 
rule estimates of the population of Calcutta were made from time to time, 
but owing to tiieir uncertain basis and the extension of the limits of the town 
these estimates are of little practical value. The population in 1710 was 
only 10,000 or 12,000, but the settlement grew rapidly, and hv the middle of 
the eighteenth century the number of inhabitants was estimated to have 
exceeded 100,000 in the area owned by the Company, or double that figure, if 
the area owned bv private zamindars was taken into account. Subsequent 
estimates van' greatly. In 1831, Captain Birch, the Superintendent of 
Police, made a rough census extending over eight months, and returned the 
?oD re S ate at 229,305. of whom 144,403 were males and 84.812 were females. 
The preponderance of males is interesting as showing that the disproportion 
of the sexes, which is so noticeable a feature of the modem population, is no 
new iking. The daily infirx of workers from outside was also characteristic 
of Calcutta at that time. In] S4d it was estimated that the number of resi¬ 
dents was 357,660 (on the basis of 5 persons to every house or hut), and it 
seems probable that by 1850 it was at least 400,000. ' 

* Changes, 1872—1921,—At the census of l’-Ti? a population of 
633.iM)tl was returned tor Calcutta citv. Four rears later a second enumera¬ 
tion gave a result less by 21.225. and the census' of 1881 showed an addition 
of 523 only. The population of Calcutta and suburbs in 1872 Was 805.697. 
bus 1 ollygnnge and the South Suburbs had not vet been made municipalities, 
and figures for the area now covered by them are not available. The growth 
of Greater Calcutta since 1881 is shown by the following figures:— 
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i FaiIaUm. 

' per fht. 

1681 ... 
1691 ... 
1901 ... 
1911 ... 
1921 ... j 

829, .197 
932.440 
U 46.033 
1,272.279 
1,327,347 

+i*5 

+ 1] u 
-*-4'3 

&77.7CI 

m.m 

610,251 ' 
861,501 
§65.315 

+ 12 5 
+ 34'7 
+ 6 3 
+ 2'S 

526,077 

133.5-29 

149,543 

107,200 

224395 

+ 5*9 
— S'3 i 
4- 40 ‘3 
+ 13-8 

90,913 

ns,oca 

157 594 
179,000 
195,301 

+80 
+28 4 
+55-2 

1 + 135 
+91 


ft#uiA-noh ef Calcutta *utct&!v£ 


The figures show that there has been growth in each decade, which was 

vyrv great in the city and Howrah between 
1891 and 1901, although there was little 
development in the suburbs in the 24-Par- 
ganas either in that decade or the decade 
before The decade from 1G01 to 1911 
was one of great changes, especially in con¬ 
nection with the “ Fringe area/* the 
sti bu rban d rainage schemes ant 1 t he sys¬ 
tematic improvement of the insanitary 
blocks of huts known ns buM&es taken in 
hand by the Corporation as well as by 
private landlords. The opening up of 
these improvements in the city and the 
extension of the tramway system made for 
the increase of population in the eastern 
and southern suburbs, which is the out¬ 
standing feature that was disclosed by the 
census of 1911 The increase of the 
decade llH>l—11 have been repeated during 
the decade 1011—21, but reduced by much 
the same proportion in the three sections 
ni Greater Calcutta, for which figures have 
just been given The increase in the citv 
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has been kepi down by extensile clearing of sites for improvements and for 
the new King George Dock, while the acquisition of land For the latter has 
also reduced an increase of GO pec cent, in Garden Reach between 1901 and 
10H too <5 per cent, in the’past decade 

A feature of recent years has been the great increase in suburban pass¬ 
enger traffic to and from Calcutta. 
Many thousands of clerks and others 
live outside and come in daily to 
their work in the city. The margin¬ 
al table gives, as far as the figures 
are available, the numbers of season 
ticket-holders to and from the ter¬ 
minus on the several railways radi¬ 
ating from Calcutta. The total 
number of season ticket-holders is 
nearly three times as many as 10 
years ago It was H)3,22f in 1010 
'and 201,453 in 1920. The only rail¬ 
way stations within the boundaries 
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of the city and the five suburban municipalities, hesides the termini, are Bally- 
gunge. D’hakuria, Kalighat and Brace Bridge junction on die Budge Budge 
Branch and Southern Section of the Eastern Bengal Railway and the Kadam- 
tala on the Howrah-Amta Railway. Baljygouge and Dhaktiria stations are 
used to a certain extent by those who come in daily to their work, but the trains 
ate used in preference to the railway by those from the direction of Kalighat, 
ami ihis means that practically all the season ticket-bidders travel between 
points outside the suburbs And the termini. Very few live in Calcutta and go 
out daily to work, The total number, 291.483, is considerably more than the 
population of the suburbs in the 24-Parganas and is nearly 22 per cent of 
the population of the City and Suburbs together. The figures indicate that 
the population of Calcutta is regularly supplemented by daily passengers 
who come in by rail to the extent of quite 20 ]>er cent. In 1911»the proportion 
of the season ticket-holders to the population of Calcutta was only S per cent, 
instead of 22 per cent. The increase in their number, 158,156, is four times 
as great as the increase of population in the suburbs and corresponds to an 
overflow of some 14 per cent, of Calcutta’s workers into the area beyond the 
five Suburbs and Howrah. The enormous growth of the suburban passenger 
traffic on the railways has another significance, which should not be lost sight 
of, It indicates that people whose work is in Calcutta find it more convenient 
to live close to a railway station some distance out than to live nearer without 
railway facilities, and allows the crying need for better means of communica¬ 
tion, whether by tram, tube, electric railway or other mentis between the busi¬ 
ness quartets of the city and its immediate suburbs. The figures which have 
been given indicate moreover what enormous numbers coming daily into 
Sealdah and Howrah stations would benefit by some improved means of com¬ 
munication from the one to the other passing through t he heart of ihe town. 


8 Variation of population, 1911—21.—The variation in the population 



i2-®L _ „ printed 

there has been an increase in each of the suburban municipalities. It lias 
been greatest in Maniktola, 25-3 per cent -, ia Tolly gunge and Cossipore- 
Ch it note it has been IT 4 and 17 2 per cent., in Howrah 0 1 per cent., in the 
South Suburbs 5 7 percent, and in Garden Reach 0 8 [iercent. In the Fort, 
in the Port and on the Canals there has I teen a large decrease, to be attributed 
in the case of the Port to the slump in trade which prevailed at the time of 
the census. Part of the decrease in the case of the Canals is due to the fact 
that in 1.911 the figures included all the Canal population, whereas the present 
figure?! refer only to Canals within or forming the boundaries of the city, 
while the person's found on Canals in the suburbs are included in the suburban 
population. The population of 17 out of 25 wards within the city showed 
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an increase, while in the remaining S there was a decrease - 
has been must market! in— 


'Hie increase 



Ward 24, Ekbalpore, 
43 7 per cent., 

Ward 21. Bn llyguoge- 
Tollygunge, 27*3 per 
cent*. 

Ward 4, Sukea Street, 
15-1 per cent.. 

Ward 12, Waterloo 
Street, 13-1 percent.. 
Ward 23. Aiipore. 12 3 
per cent.. 

Ward 3 t Bartola, 12 0 
per cent., 

Ward 9, Much i par a, 

1(H) per cent.. 

Ward 11. Puddapukur, 
8 9 per cent,, 

Ward 10, Rnwbazar, 
8 4 per cent.. 

Ward 7, Barabazar 8 1 
per cent., and Ward 
t. Shampukur, 7 5 
per cent. 

There has been a lesser 
increase in— 

Ward 19, Eli tally. 6:1 
per cent., 

Ward *22, Bhowanipore. 

' 5*1 per ecnt* T 

Ward 15, Culling a, 3-2 
per cent., 

Ward 2, Kumartoli. 2 8 per cent., 

Ward b, Jorabagan, 0-9 per cent. 
and Ward, 17. Victoria Terrace, 0-7 percent. 

A decrease has been most marked in— 

V ard S, Ka lu tola. 32 5 per cent., 

^ * irL l 10. Park Street. 28 *7 percent.. 

Ward 18. Hastings. 22 S per cent., 
and Ward 25. Watgunge, 21 -3 per cent: 
and a lesser decrease in— 

Ward 13, Fenwick Bazar. 8 2 per cent . 

Ward 20. Beniapukur, 6 *2 per cent.* 

Ward 6, Jorasunko, 3>8 per cent,, 
and W ard 14. Taltola, I - 4 per cent. 

Tho variations in the previous decade were characterised bv a steady 
increase m the northern end of the town. Wards 1 to 6 ; a moderate decrease in 
the central block, which became a great decrease in Victoria Terrace, Collinjra 
and 1 ark Street where much had lteen done bv wav of improvement in n m 
at the hands of the Corporation, but mainly at the bauds of private landlords 
who cleared away bitstae, and built in their place residences in the stvie used 
by Europeans, great increase in the south-eastern parts of the city and more 
modern e increase m the south and south-west tu that decade the norm la! 
Lion of the eastern and southern suburbs grew very much faster than it had 
.lone pronely The (tented treed of vSriationTa the d“ade h« 

repeated itseli in the last. There has lieea steady progress in the northern end 
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of the town. Business baa increased in Ward 7. Bar a bazar. Ward 9, Muchi- 
para. Ward 10, Bow bazar. Ward 11, Puddopukur, but instances in which 
premises devoted only to business have taken the place of residential quarters 
have been few. for necessity has obliged the inhabitants of this area to crowd 
together in the rooms above and behind sh<ips and offices, and the population in 
each of these wards shows an increase agaiztst a decrease in 1001—11 in the 
case of three of them and a smaller increase in the case of the fourth. The 
process by which residential quarters were giving place to business premises 
has gone no further in Ward 12, Waterloo Street, t han in 1911, and the 
practice of keeping more men than formerly on business premises at night , and 
the crowding in hotels ami in the eastern part of the Ward in March 1921 has 
produced an increase of 13 1 per cent, in the population in place of a small 
decrease. In Ward 13, Fenwick Bazar, and in Ward 16. Park Street, there 
have been instances in which residential quarters have given place tu motor 
garage.-- and other business premises, although there have not been many. 
The:e were also several blocks of flats dn process of construction at the time 
of the census and unoccupied. It was in these two wards, moreover, that 
many of the omissions in European quarters occurred (yu/e section 2). The 
effect of the improvements made bet ween 1901 and 1911 inward 15, h ol lingo, 
Ward 16. Park Street, and Ward 17, Victoria Terrace, was immediate, and 
it was not to be expected that they would again show a decrease. Away from 
the central block, progress has continued in the south-eastern and south¬ 
ern wards of the city, but has turned more towards the south and west than 
previously. The suburbs in the 24-P;ugnnas have continued to progress, 
hut they have proved unhealthy of recent years, and their progress has not 
lieen so"great during the last decade as during the funner one 

The former general trend of variation in the population has, however, 
been abruptly disturbed in certain quarters. The following wards appear 
to have been the most affected:— 


War.l 6, Jorneatko 
Want f 5 , Kalutoia 
Ward IS, Haiti tigs 
War ! 2d, Beniapukor 
Ward 25 , Watznpsi? 
Garden Bsach 


T iffxt ion j-cr cckl 

1>01—IIh 

+ 12-4 
-9-6 

- 6-2 
+ 34*3 
+ 15* 

+ 606 


Variation per 

iro+n 

-325 
- 22-8 
- 6-2 

- 21’3 
+ 0-2 


The change in Hastings is due to the demolition of the Old Presidency 
Jail which for some unknown reason included in FI listings at the census 
( .f iftll though it had been treated as part of the Victoria Terrace W ard at 
former enumerations. In 1991 it hel l 1.414 persons, so that but for its 
inclusion in 1011 Hastings would appear to have increased 3 o per cent, in 
the lart decade. Wards 6 and 8 include the site of the new Central Avenue 
™d Maniktoia Spur. Ward 29 includes the site for the extension of Park 
Street and Ward No. 25 and Garden Reach include the site for the new King 
George Dock. It seems, therefore, that the disturbing influence has been 
acoumition of land and buildings for public purposes. The Improvement 
Trurt the Corporation and the Port Trust have been the acquiring authorities, 
and it is worth while to summarise the extent of their acquisitions throughout 
the City and to correlate Lhe figures with those showing the changes of popula¬ 
tion which have taken place during the decade 

The acquisitions made for the Improvement Trust in the decade were as 
follows:— 

Art* pcqrtkw) P5fp**t ill afctd remarks. 


AcW 

i Shsimmikar ... 36‘6 Improvement TnurtSchemes II omTXJ'V 

1 v an J Aligntn«nt XX. Sew btiilditigs had 

tieen erected anh ra.my of them OCCU- 
on tbe froDMkge of the roade 
indailed in Achem** II before the 
ceium was lakea in March 1921. 
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4. 

5. 

fi. 


I. 

8 . 


lVnrJ 


P.;r]>Oi* a! acttiltlmiu inJ tvmMfk*- 


Acre*. 


KutnftftnLi 

2-2 

Scheiin' It A nn i Aliemncut' V [ and VII. 



IteliuiMiiiL' (m. the new frot.iaut* partly 
cnmpteM, 

Burmin 

1*9 

Einrhala Tank r-ih'ianin^ Almn- 



meni t and a ■livdliu^houii!. 

Sttk^ Street 

... 0-9 

Schemei III ami VJIC and a rehousing 
schema. 

Joiiibiigait 
Jorana^ko 

Eaimbar.ar 

0*4 

... 22*6 

Schemes VII, VIICS and XIII. Rh„j[,]- 
in £ began, hut very few new lidi&efl 
occupied at the time of the OWmmt. 

0-2 

Kill DIOtn 

... 33* 

Schemes [, IA. IB, 1C, VIIA amt TUB 


9. 

Mncldjnia 

10 

10, 

Bow bazar 

6-4 

LL 

PmidB|iukur 

41 

12. 

Waterloo £treat 

1*3 

14. 

Taltoia 

... 11*5 

16. 

Park Street 

2-0 

19. 

EntaSly 

1*2 

20. 

BeEiiapuknr 

... 64‘3 


21. B* II yj a nge -To II yg a n ee 226-6 


22. Blmiviiuip‘»t4 


192-5 


^Eii Scheme L *Surtiljqgan p and o^flnpie ! 
at the time of the (Imam* Xew bqJM- 
iugi? along Cemrul Avenue only begtm s 
none occqpiert m tbi! tiiqe" of the 
Ceiifltw + 

An open apace on Ram Eta^ii Da.i‘ s Lane, 

Scheme VIJD and Bowbarar re lio tiding 

scheme. 

Scheme XI and Alignment XVI, 

Scheme IX. 

Schema IX ftcd Alignment XV L 
Scheme XIL 

SloreyarJ at EutaElj and Alignment If. 

Schemes \ III and "V III A and Align mem 

IIL 

Excavation area, Schemes Yltl w IVA, 

\ and Alignment XII. Some new 
buildings erected on tkr IronEOges in 
SehenicS 1TA and V. 

Schemes IV, IVA and V. Rebuilding 
complete or m progress on th* tww 
from age of toads shat hail been widened 
aiul a certain number of bouieji erected 
on the new roads at the lime of the 
Goninit 


Total area acquired 


606*4 


The area acquired by the Corporation has been much less The most 
important items have been some 9 acres m Ward 1 for the ne« Earn Dinendra 
street the Dhama Bazaj rehousing scheme and a small square, 8 acres in 
\\aad 2 for Raja Dinendra street anti a square. 4 acres in Ward 4 for Raia 
Dniendra street and a rehousing scheme for labourers, and 2 acres m 
W anl & inr a district office, mosque au.l extension of College Street Market 
I hree acres were also acquired in Ward 8 for the Medical College the Ifni' 
versity Law School and a new Marwari .School. The acquisitions by the Port 
Commissioners in connection with the Xew Dock have been lui' acre- it. 
W ard 24 188 acres in Ward 25 and 515 acres in Garden Reach. 

Leaving nut of account the acauisition of 127 acres by the Improvement 
Trust for an excavation area, which practically had no effect nn the noon 
1 at ion, the total area acquired and cleared within the municipal limits of the 
city was some 794 acres, 6-6 per cent of the total area, 
open spaces other than the raaidan. The area which had brew built over 
again and occupied before the census was probably not a larger proportion 
ot the area acquired than the proportion of roads and ..pen spaces to i i 
area administered by the Corporation. It follows tbwffi S,£k£ofSi 
city now occupies a space reduced by some *Hi per rent, since [911 ; ,nd the 
jjrqmiutinn having increased 2-3 per cent., the density in the inhahiled -,rea 
has therefore increased some 9 4 per cent considerably more than Se JJ 
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t>er cent, of the decade 1901 — 11. By a similar reasoning variations m 
,-jrn-;it v in the several wards max l>e ascertained. In the northern and central 
parts of the town which are completely built over, it is worth while to give 
the figures in detail, Vk ' 


Thev are as follows:— 


WflffL 


Acquired arc* 
sus- a perfcntays 
! -uf luv wliwl*. 


of 

popullltiau 
per lm? uti t 

l»ll—:21 


Ciiaugc *;■! 
danflit? por 
Cefil. Ill 

lf4i. 


Variation of 
p-1 pul at ion fwf 

c«nt.. iaui—11 


Wire! 


I 

3 

4 

& 

i 

9 

10 

n 

13 

u 




H-5 

-T Th 

+ IS«* 

+ 


* i*a 

+ 

4* 

0 5 

+ I2X' 

^ ira 

4 

4D 

+ la S 

+ id i 

+■ 

0^ 

+ <is 

+ ll 

T 

SG 

- T# 

+ 4‘B 

4 

0 

+ m 

+ 81 


III 

- 3i’5 

- 15-4 

* 


+ III (J 

tart 

* 

4 3 

+■ S-4 

+ 13T 


2'3 

+ a-9 

4- M 2 

4 

fc 3 3 

Hr 131 

4 1ft 9 

~ 

' 0 

- 6-tJ 

- 

w 

02 

- 1*1 

^ vt 

' 


13 1 

r* 

a i n 

14 5 
3 2 

12 4 
3 4 
9ft 
12 
7'5 
AS 
0‘3 
fl-a 
04 


* A>wniliiR ball tlie Acquired Area tin* b«B rebuilt- 

These figures give a clearer impression of the manner m 'which the 
population ofthis part of Calcutta has distributed itself than the unadjusted 
•ESS SrproportW-e variation, and bring out ut,re itoUceah v the cl«e 
despondence between the progress of 1901-11 andthat of lMI-j-21, 
except in the verv heart of the town. In the central parts, spec ml h those 
occupied by up-country people. Chinese and Anglo-Indians, more spate aj 
been given to business. 'hut the inhabitants have not been able to mme further 
out as there were indications that they were beginning to do m 1911. Kmis 
have risen enormously in Bengali quarters and w the better European 
quarters, but not to the same extent as here. In the localities of Barabazar, 
ftiT«ti« € ir Hen tinek Street anti 01ifiramtala f the Marw^ri cojtununit)* tht 
Chiu**?! Anglo-Indians and others live under conditions os overcrowuug 
Lima- uab£ until thev have been witnessed and are rack-rented to an 
SEr exceeding that to which the Bengali population or the bettor class 
Europear nSatfon is obliged to submit. It is the people now hvmg n 
the^e localities who would be able to profit most from improved means of 
communication with the suburbs and improved sanitation and conservancy 

“ tl Tis not worth while to trouble the reader with figures for the remaining 
wards similar to those just given. In Wards b> lb ami it the '^nation oi 
1901-11 were quite abnormal, and Wards 19 to 25 are not badt all over 
7 7 D er cent of the area of Ward ’20, Beniapukur, was acquired and cleared 
i„ tC to decade and 11’9 per cent, off Ward 21. BaUygunge-ToBygunge 
but the acquired area in Ward 20 was in Karaya only just beyond Lower 
Circular Road in the mostly densely populated part oi the ward, and itt 
a cm i i s i t ion has brought an increase of S4-3 per cent, in the population of the 
ward in 1919-11 down to a decrease of 6 2 per cent m 1411 U. Un *bc 
other hand in Ward 21.127 out of 227 acres were taken for an excavation 
area, and the spot chosen was the least densely populated that could be found 
Some of the Other hundred acres has been rebuilt and theeffect of the acioiH- 
,n non the population in this ward has been very little The acquisition 

effected in Ward 22 to the extent of 23 fi per cent, of the area of the ward 
displaced a greater number of persons from their residences even than the 
clearing made for Central Avenue. But building has been going on nptdlr 

on the site of the completed Bhowampore scheme and development shows 
si-us of continuing very fast, A great increase in this ward may » antici- 
nAted in the next decade. 11 » per cent of the area of \\ ard 24 and 25 h per 
cenf of that of Ward 25 were 'acquired and cleared For the New Dock and the 
extension of Canal and Railway facilities in connection with it. This means 
that the density of population in Ward 24. Ekhalpore, has been increased by 
ionic 50 per cent. The increase has taken place within the line of the 
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Circular Canal, fur the space between it a ad the boundary of the Sontii 
Suburban Municipality had been cleared before the census and lay vacant 
It also means chat there has been an increase of density of some 5 per cent, in 
Ward 25, Wat gunge, which would have been considerably greater but for the 
closing of the Koval Indian Marine Dockyard. 1ST per cent, of the area ot 
Garden Keach Municipality was acquired. The increase in density of popu¬ 
lation on the rent of it was "therefore some Hi per cent., and it has l«een by no 
jnCans stationary during the 10 years as the census figures Ht first sight appear 
to indicate. 


In cases in which an improvement took the form of widening a road the 
area acquired was the frontage on the road, far more densely populated :ban 
the area behind, and, generally speaking, the density in the area acquired 
was not less than the average t easily for the ward. The total number of 
persons removed from their dwellings by land acquisition during the decade 
mav be estimated at not less than !m,000, of which the largest numbers were 
roughly 0,0011 in Ward i; 8,000 in Ward 8; 5,000 in Ward 20; 15,000 in 
Ward 22; and 17,000 in the Dock area, 

it is not suggested that the activities of the Improvement Trust will m 
the long run reduce the population of the city. The experience of the schemes 
earliest completed lias proved the contrary. Fpr Scneroe l, Surtibagan, a 
great number of single-storeyed buildings were demolished. Since the 
scheme was complete three and four storeyed buildings have l>een put up 
mi the frontage of the new roads, and the area is occupied in comparative 
comfort by a far larger population than formerly it held in most uncomfort¬ 
able cireumstanres. The same has happened in Ward No. I and in Bhowani- 
pore. and will undoubtedly happen along the Central Avenue, The Improve¬ 
ment Schemes are giving a stimulus to rebuilding, and are indeed forcing 
rebuilding to an extent which would never have been reached but for the acti¬ 
vities of the Improvement Trust, and it is manifest from the overcrowding 
found in the dose vicinity of each of the schemes that much of the population 
has not lieeu permanently displaced, but is awaiting rebuilding to gi> back 
anil live under very much improved conditions where it lived before. The 
Dock area cannot of course lie rebuilt in the same way, but. by giving employ¬ 
ment to an increased number of labourers there is no doubt that the comple¬ 
tion of the Dock will also tend to raise the city’s population. 

9. Two peculiarities of the population.—Before reference is made to 
the vital statistics of Calcutta, it will be well to draw attention to two 
peculiar characteristics of its population. They are the predominance of 
males over females and Lhe small percentage of residents, who were liorn in 
the city and have lived there most of their lives. There is of course some 
connection between the two. for immigrants all over the world are found to 
include more males than females, and this is even more noticeable amuiig 
Indians than among the people of other countries. i l&lcutta and its suburbs 
have just two mates to every female. The City has -170 females per thousand 
males (the municipal area 4S7), the Suburbs in the 24-Bargain!* 014 and 
Howrah 520. The census tables dn riot provide information of the number 
bom in the city and suburbs and residing there at the present dav, for it was 
the district of birth that was asked in the census schedules. Calcutta 
counts as a district, but persons born in the suburbs in the 24-Parganas gave 
the 24-Parganas district ns their birthplace and those Imrn in the town of 
Howrah gave Howrah district. Calcutta city is the birthplace of only 3d5 
per mille of its inhabitants. By no means alb belong to families domiciled in 
Calcutta, Many are the children of people who came to Calcutta for n time 
and were there when their children were born, but who afterwards returned 
with their families to their own country. Pnrt of the second generation has 
followed the first and migrated again, in numbers in v.hb h males pred urinate 
to Calcutta, the place of its britb. The number of permanent 
inhabitants of Calcutta who look upon the city ns their home is certainly 
under 250.000, and probably not more than 25 ]»er cent, of the population. 

Rangoon has a lower proportion of females than Calcutta, 445 females 
per 1,000 males, its cantonment being responsible for its passing Calcutta in 
this peculiarity Bombay has 524. It has a much greater proportion 
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of foreign-born than Calcutta, bui Rangoon. a very much smaller. 
These two peculiarities, the low proportion of females and the high prop or 
non of foreign-born, ate somewhat less marked in Karachi, and very much 
less noticeable in other Indian cities, even those with large cantonments 
attached to them. Madras has as many as 908 females per 1.000 males, and 
uidv one- third of its population was bom outside the city limits. It is a 
feature, moreover, of the immigration imotulculta t-hnt niuch^f it \$ foi 
comparatively short periods. Many workers do not come into Calcutta to 
settle down and"live there hut rather intending to stay no longer than is 
required to save a decent sum in cash to take home. 

10. Vital Statistics, —These peculiar features of the population 
render any correlation between the census figures and balance of recorded 
deaths and recorded births wholly impossible. The crude birth-rate, births 
per jnille of the total population Is very low, because there are few married 
females in the reproductive period of life, and the birth-rate per mille of 
married females, aged is low too, on account of the fact that such 

women as there are in this age-period are often sent into the country to give 
birth to their children. It might have been expected that the death-rate 
would have shown itself phenomenally low also, since there are very few infant 
children, ainoinr whom a very high rate of mortality is always to Iws found, 
especially in India, and i'ew old people, the bulk of the population lseing males 
in the prime oflffe; but this is not so. In comparing the record of vital 
occurences in Calcutta with those of other parts of Bengal not only it is neves- 
sarv tn pear i n mind the peculiar sex constitution of the Calcutta population 
and its shifting character, but also to remember that, while the record of vital 
statistics in the area under the Corporation is well kept, and its figures may 
he taken for practical purposes as correct, there are very many omissions in 
the record in other parts In rural areas, where the record is based on ihe 
returns made by village watchmen, the proportion of such omissions appears 
to keen fnirlv constant, and the statistic’* of a wide rural area for one period 
are therefore comparable with those for another. In municipalities outside 
Calcutta on the other hand, the record of vital statistics is so haphazard, 
produces such irregular results and in several instances in which its working 
has teen tested has been proved to l«e so hopelessly inaccurate as to be of very 
,™ Tkp following is an analysis of the vital statistics of Calcutta and 

ite suburbs for the deefufe !911—I9&k— 
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Only in Tollygunge and the South Suburbs did the births recorded in the 
decade exceed the deaths, and then only by a small number. In Greater 
Calcutta, as a whole, deaths exceeded births by 139,655, by lit) per cent, of 
the population of 1911. In Calcutta city the excess was 95,817 or 107 per 
cent .if the population against 145 Mi or 17 *2 per cent, for the decade 
jyOl nun. The contrast is u,Striking advertisement, if any advertisement is 
needed of the result* of the great efforts which have been made of recent years 
to open out the congested parts of thecity,improve its sanitation and generally 
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to make it a better place to live in. The average annual birth-rate per mille, 
which was 17 7 from 1901 to 1910, has risen to an average of 200 from 1011 
to 1920, while t lie corresponding average death-rate has fallen from 34 9 per 
mille to 30:7 in spite of the ravages of the great epidemic of influenza which 
appeared in 1918, Unfortunately, the record of vital statistics for the 
suburbs does not indicate a similar improvement in the conditions of life in 

them. The contrast between the 
figures for Cofisi pore-Chit pore, 

Maniktola and Garden Reach and 
for the City is brought out by the 
table in the margin. The increase 
in the death-rate in the suburbs 
becomes still more striking when 
allowance is made for the fact that 
the rates are quoted per mille of die 
population at the beginning of each 
decade instead of per mille of the 
population in each year, and it is 
remembered that the population of the suburbs increased very much in the 
decade 1901—1911. The increase cannot be due to increased accuracy in the 
maintenance of the record of vital statistics in the suburbs, for, i f w>. a marked 
contrast would be apparent in the birth-rates for the two decades as well as 
in the death-rates, anu it cannot be denied that the conditions prevailing under 
the suburban municipalities are a serious menace to the health of ii great city. 

11. Houses and number of persons per house. —The commensal 
family has been taken as the definition of a house in Bengal outside Calcutta 
at each census. It ts by no means so easy to find a suitable definition 
for Calcutta No attempt was made to devise such a definition liefore 1891. 
and in 1872 and 1881 the enumerators used the definition employed 
outside—the commensal family. In 1891 “ each collection of houses in 
a single compound, was the definition chosen. In 1991 it was 
changed to 11 the dwelling-place of one or more families having a separate 
independent entrance from the common way. In 1911 each premises 
separately numbered for purposes of municipal assessment was treated as a 
separate house. The comparison of the number of houses and the numlier of 
persons per house according to the statistics provided at successive census 
enumeration is therefore impossible. The definition of 1911 in reference to 
the population is the most artificial that has been adopted- Sometimes a 
single-roomed shop has been separately assessed; sometimes a single landlord 
hah been made responsible for the assessment on a large block of huts. 
N’uml'cr 10. Gas Street, is a fmsf -* with several hundred huts in it and a popu¬ 
lation of 3,000. The premises numbers are a convenient basis for manlier- 
ing houses for census purposes, but subdivision of the larger premises is a 
necessity, especially since in Calcutta the preliminary arrangements for the 
census provided for the houses to be numbered by a special staff before the 
enumerators were appointed. At this census sub-numbers were given to 
houses within large ” premises '* in accordance with the convenience of the 
enumerating staff, and convenience commonly followed close upon the defini¬ 
tion of 1901. There is some profit therefore in comparing the figures of the 
last census with those of 1901. i.e., in comparing the figures in ecifiujms 2 anil 
4 ami columns 7 and 9, Subsidiary Table IV. printed at the end of this 
chapter. The number of persons per house in the northern end rtf r he town 
is much the same as 20 years ago. In Wards 7, 8, 9,10, 11. 14. 1 j. 19 and 20 
there has been definite decrease. The tendency in these quarters seems to 
have been for establishments to have broken up. The inference is that the 
up-country merchant class, the floorer Anglo-Indians, the Muhammadan shop¬ 
keeper class and those who live among them and imitate their manner of life 
are inclined to set up a larger number of small establishments than formerly. 
The same tendency is apparent in Coasipore-Chitpore, Maniktola and 
Garden Reach, but the opposite tendency has been followed in European 
quarters. In Park Street, Victoria Terrace and Baljygimge-Tollygunge the 
number of persons per house is very much larger than 20 years ago- The 
Europeans' expedient in facing the great rise of rent and the greatly increased 
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difficulty of obtaining accommodation has beenfor two or three families to 
share a house formerly occupied by a single family, 

At the Census of Hill statistics were collected in order loobtum 
information regarding the number of families and their accommodation. 
The enquiry was not repeated, since the Corporation, to winch the leterenu. 
was made /considered its repetition unnecessary. 1 he figures which are 
uiven on page 13 of the Report on the Census of C alcutta m 1911 are h\ no 
means out of date, and the reference is here given that the reader who 
interested in the matter may know where to find them The number ol rooms 
ner familv in 1 li11 was 1 9 for the mumcipul area ot the city and was below 

the averai-'fi m the margin ally-noted wards. 
Building ^during the latter half of the decade 
almost ceased s and the extent of residential 
quarters built during the decade in the city as a 
w hole has not Iieen more than sufficient to make 
up for lire demolition wdiich has taken place. It 
iijuv be taken as a fact, therefore, that the accom¬ 
modation offered in Calcutta to its population 
is about 1 -8 rooms per family. Allowance being 
made for changes in density of population, a close 
estimate of the standard of accommodation in the 
several quartern of the town can lie obtained from 
Lhe figures of 1911. 

The housing difficultv is one of great importance in Calcutta, and ic- 
sohiti.m has been rendered more difficult by the great rise in the cost 
of build in" since the war and the boom in lam I values which has taken place. 
Both seenTto have reached and passed their maximum for the time Irehig. but 
relief is still far distant. The problem was examined in some detail by a 
committee which enquired into the status and condition of the Domiciled 
Community in Calcutta in 1918-19. This community and the Indian com- 
muni ties which live? suit* by site with it in the utiiMle of the town a re th<? 
grtfcutest soJBfcrers from luck of aecoinniod^tioiv It is decidedK more illfhcult 
to afford relief through a Building Trust on a sound commercial basis now 
than it was when the committee held its enquiry and made this recommen¬ 
dation The committee emphasized the difficulty of persuading the poorer 
of the Domiciled Community to go and live further from the centre of the 
town, but its alternative recommendation for the extension and improve¬ 
ment of transport facilities now appear,- to offer the better hope of ameliora¬ 
tion of present conditions. 
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CHAPTER l.-POPULATION, DISTRIBUTION AND OKNMTY 


SUBSIDIARY TABLE 1—Variation is population. 
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CHAPTER II -BIRTHPLACE. 


CHAPTER II. 

Birthplace. 

12 Introductory.— This chapter deal* with i he figure* given in Table X t 
orinted in the Tables Volume for Calcutta and Suburbs, showing the birth 
places of the inhabitants. and information obtained rrom the corresponding 
tables for other parts of Irulia. showing the whereabouts of persons who lm '■ 
their birthplace as Calcutta. Throughout India at the time <d the t em . 
persons were asked to give their birthplace as the District or State of lie 
Kf this happened I India or the country of their birth it they were born 
outside, Calcutta citv for Census purposes was counted among the di-u ids ot 
the Province, and for persons born in Calcutta. Calcutta was enteredin « 
Census Schedule as their birthplace. Put tor persons bom m ^ >obi.rbs in 
the 24-Parganas district the entry of the birthplace was the 24-Pa realms 
and for permits horn in Howrah town the entry was Howrah district. Had 
the Census been a Census of Calcutta and it, suburbs only, i * 

more iLseful if the birth place of all who were born m C alcutta or Us suborC 
had been entered as Calcutta. The Census of Calcutta was. however onH a 
part of the Censue of the whole of India, and the statistics required for India 
were statistics by districts. The utility of the tores obtained as tar as C al- 
cat** is concerned is really little affected. Thevfad to show 
other parts of the 24-Parganas district into the suburbs of th< l it m tk 
24 PargAuas. and from other partem Howrah district into Howrah town, 
but otherwise thev give all the information likely to tie of statistical value 

13 The birthplace figures.— The following table shows where the 

I 327.347 inhabitants of Calcutta and its suburbs were born:—_ 
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figures are sho^n graphically in diagram So. 5. Just less than 
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per cent, of the 
inhabitants of 
the City and 
Suburbs were 
born in die City, 
rather less, 
22-25 per cent, 
were born in the 
24 Pargmias or 
Howrah dis¬ 
tricts and more 
than half fur¬ 
ther afield!, 
18 70 |»er cent 

MituMitiK.HmHKTt *t»<H were bun in 

«*■** **»*- other parts of 

34 09 per cent, in other Provinces, and 1*19 per cent outside India 





































































PROPORTION* 0L‘ IMMIGRANTS 


19 



vampuifiAi pm aerr 

or rOFri,ATIU<5i m*y 

w 


:i Pi: | 

ajj.J OowTa*:i. | 

r*rts "if 
fkUCilL 

Frfndn**t ■ 

nritffui* 

Il£I-k 

“Ctlviltlft -M 


3337 

16-92 

19 35 

34 61 | 

v» 

Suburb# in ih* 

24-Prtr- 

9'T>ft 

47-11 

1116 

31 73 

-m 

!«**- 







Efownh 

— 

2-01 

46-3S 

in 74 

40 46 



given in the 
marginal table. 
Just over one- 
third of 
population 
the City 
bom in it. 
number born in 
the City now 
living in the 
suburbs in 

the 24-Par- 


the 

of 

was 

The 


21 5o4 is less than 10 per cent- of their population, and the fact j^at 
this uuinljer represents less than a third ol the increase of population in these 
suburbs during the last 21) vears indicates that the Suburbs do not by any means 
deoemi for their growth solely upon the movement of Calcutta s permanent 
SIS toivard- its outskirts: It is not at all unlikely that the litres 

represent something more than the for, though a 

+rt -ivrtirf i remtitlon of the experience oi the Census ol 1911, ^* ieH in - 
<*nhiirba, esneciallv Garden Reach, it was found that considerable nurnl 
W Ih'erX V r binh place a, Calcutta forgetting that the suburbs 
hv in he afPa^anas district, it is likely that tie same mistake was 
n >e c in 'Vet lain number of eases. Very few indeed, only 3 922 person, 
b^m n CalmtaWlive in Howrah. The proportion born further afield 
thaS the two districts adjoining the City, the 2 +-Parganas and Howrah is 
-,i *1 iH'i' cert in the case of the Citv. somewhat less, 52 31 per cent, m the 
“ofSiSSk toSE aS considerably less. 43 31 per cent, m 
Suburbs in the 24-Pargauas. It is worthy of note that persons lx>n< in pai- 
of Bengal beyond the two districts adjoining the eitv are proportionately 
aLS£ manv in the city as in the suburb,. In the city and suburbs 
together the proportion bam outside Bengal is distinctly more than iwiev a- 
S-W born in the rest of Bengal l*m,* 

Howrah 
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it is 

nearly four times 
as many. The fig¬ 
ures are striking 

evidence nf the fact 
that Calcutta is 
not the metro¬ 
polis of Bengal 

alone. The 5,288 
persons per 10,000 
in Calcutta and its 
suburbs, who were 
born further away 
than i n Calcti tta 
and the two ad¬ 
joining districts 
have come from 
other parts in the 
proportions indi¬ 
cated in the mar¬ 
ginal table. The 
number of females 
per 1.000 males 

among the immigrants from each part is given also, for this is useful 
indication of the nature of the immigration in each case. There are 7*2 
females per thousand males among t base who were torn in Calcutta, 
the 24 -Farganas and Howrah districts. The directions and extent, of 
the immigration is illustrated in diagram No. 0 and the sex proportion of 
immigrants from the several directions in the diagram No. 7. Three 
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CHAPTER II — BIRTHPLACE. 
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times as many immigrants have come from Burdwnn Division beyond the 

. t ", ' ’ : • - iMundaries of 

Howrah as from 
the Presidency 
Division beyond 
the limits of the 
24-Parganns. The 
fact that Howrah 
is a small district 
and that Hooghly 
and Midnapore 
districts corns 
closer to the city 
than Nadia, Jes- 
sore and Khulna is 
in some measure,, 
although not in a 
large measure, res¬ 
ponsible for this. 
The pressure of the 
population on the 

sni] much greater in the Western Bengal districts than in -lessore and 
Khulna and somewhat greater than in Nadia and Murshidabad, and the 

people seem tied less closely to the land. 
Dacca Division supplies more of the 
inhabitants of Calcutta than do Nadia, 
Jessore, Khulna and Murshidabad to¬ 
gether, and well over half of these born 
in Dacca Division came from Dacca 
district. Many of these immigrants are 
Bibrompuri Bit bus who find Employment 
as clerks and professional men aiid the 
servants they have brought with them, 
though trade connections with Dacca 
city are responsible for some proportion 
of the immigration. Females among the 
immigrants are about one to every three 
males* The professional man and the 
business man who have established them¬ 
selves in Calcutta bring their families 
with them, but clerks commonly leave 
their families at home.. Chittagong and 
, „ Mjshahi Divisions supply each a very 

much smaller quota. There are more who have come from the distant 
Punjab than irom either of them, 'File nature of the immigration from 
the two is quite different as the proportion of females shows, 42H females 
per thousand males from Rajshahi Division against onlv 95 from Chittagong 
Division. Those who have come from the Chittagong Division are mainly 
sailors and employees on lighters in the port, river steamers and boats. The 
British India and City Lines and others recruit lascars from Chittagong and 
Noakhali. and men from these parts form the bulk of the trews of °river 
steamers. All such have left their wives and families at home. 

The Province of Bihar and Orissa supplies nearly one in five of the 
Calcutta population, a greater number than comes from the rest of Bengal 
outside tbe city and the two adjoining districts. Nearly half come from 
boutlt Bihar, irom the four districts Gaya, Shahabad. Patna and Monghvr a 
quarter from Orissa and most of the remaining quarter from North Bihar 
I he bulk of these immigrants are engaged in some form of manual labour and 
females are fewer than one to every five males. The United Provinces 
supplies nearly one in ten of the Calcutta popnlaiion. The immigrants 
engage in the same pursuits as those from Bihar, but a rather larger pronor- 
tJon are m rt Tidar as opposed to casual employment. The proportion of 
women is greater, almost one to every three men, partly for this reason and 
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nnrtlv because some of the women from these parts are willing and able to 
fend employment in certain factory processes even to the exclusion of men. 

As many as *23 per mille in Calcutta were 1 Mini in Ra]putana. These are the 
Marwaris, rather a loose term, who absorb so much of the piece g (K >ds tra< e * 
and are brokers in other commodities, their clerks ami servants. Ihev are 
almost the onlv Indian race which really favours town life, and those who 
have settled in'Calcutta are well off and have usually brought their families 
^ith them. Many of those found hi Calcutta hy the tensus had no doubt 
onlv come down for a short period on business, for this class are great 
travellers Calcutta is almost beyond the reach of the ordinary labouring 
classes from the Punjah and Bombay, and the immigrants from these parts 
are traders, ete. f and from the Punjab mechanics also, of a somewhat higher 
tlian the ordinary radian standard. Very few but traders have come tram 
Bombay, for labourers and mechanics on that side are able to find employ¬ 
ment more easily and with better remuneration near home. Those from the 
Central Provinces are partly merchants and partly men employed in industry 
an.l the proportion of females among them is high. The Gfcrtjam district and 
those near it and near the Orissa birder supply a mimlier of mill-hands and 
labourers to Calcutta The proportion of females to male- among the 
immigrants from Madras Presidency is higher even than among those who 
were actually bora in the citv and its immediate neighbourhood. The reason 
b that custom does not prevent the Madrasi women from being seen abroad, 
and they easily find employment in Calcutta and its neighbourhood m 
factories and as servants t ■ . 'Europeans. The Chinese are far better workmen 
as carpenters, bootmakers, etc., than any Indian, and are a flourishing 
community. There is still not one woman to every five men but the number 
of Chinese women is increasing. The number bora in Europe is Ctr less 
than the nurnW-r returned as Europeans, for it so often happens that children 
born to Europeans in India, even to those who retired afterwards to England 
and had previously sent their children home to be educated come out again 
to this country to follow in their fathers' footsteps. 

U Immigration from districts.— Eleven districts in Bengal beyond the 

24-Parganas and Howrah send more than 
to Calcutta and its suburbs. Their names and the 
number of Calcutta's inhabitants born in them is 
given in the margin. All the West Bengal dis¬ 
tricts ami all ill' the Presidency Division are 
included as well as three out of the four in the 
Dacca Division. Mymensingh the largest district 
in the Province, being the exception. No North 
Bengal district or any of the Chittagong Divi¬ 
sion is included. Seven districts in Bihar send 
more than 5.000, Oaya 48,114, Patna 28,034. 
Shaba bad 26,741. Muzaffarpur 21,053. Monghyr 
Si),090 Sazan 17.1 M and DtfHwngs.10,1175. Hazaribngh nn 'he Chota 
N'fHTiiur rdateau sends 0.977 The three Oriftsa districts send Cuttack 
45 874 Balasoi* 10,499 and Puri 5.205. Nine districts of the l mted 
PimHnccs all Adjoining one another in the south-east corner ot the Province, 
where the density of population is great and its pressure on the 
,*11 ven heavy. ‘send each more than 5.000. Benares lG.Clo, Gtm- 
pur 1.5.399. BalUa 14.092, Azamgarh 12,562 Jaunpur 12.,H1 

MirrADur 8.218, Fvzabad 6,544. SuUaapur o,b70 and Allahabad 
5,4K‘i There is no other district in India which has sent as many, 

a m i onlv two St ates, Bikanir 12.5% and Jaj-pur 11.714 both in Rajpiuana 
'Diagram 8 illustrates the extent of the immigration from the districts and 
spates which have just been mentioned. The columns for the dis¬ 

tricts represent the numbers of immigrants from each and they are 
rkced in the order of the numbers. The columns for Bengal districts have 
L n shaded, so that it may be seen at a glance how few these are 

among the number. The United Provinces districts especially art 
small' districts compared with Bengal standard, and it is due partly 
to the system of recruiting immigrants that such large numbers come 
down to Calcutta from closely circumscribed localities. Sirdar as 


Eoojglilj 

Midni|pure 

Dace* 

Bliftiwlu 

Farid pur -■ 

&lkftTg*Ilj 

liwikura «** 
MerR^iiiUbftd 
K lnsStiH »»* 


17.0 9 -’ 
SA.OSi 
3i),4S6 

16,>35 

tow 

D.SlrS 

7,itfl 

7.179 

6.109 

5.754 


4 1 





22 


CHAPTER 11.—HIRTII PLACE. 


>wi*i slants to Calcutta Mo+* district* 

Yi/H I&M SiLND Mflac TWAiH TWO. 
c ffJ-U fc*E( S f O ft B EMG M L. DI ST ft LCT 5 3 »i*D E 0 



pLAGRAtri & . 


thcv arc calltiL collect gangs of men to work as labourers and operatives in 
factories* and often accompany them to Calcutta, keep them together and 
maintain some sort of disciplines and control over them until they take them or 
send them home again. The sirdar commonly lielong^ to a village in Bihar. 
Orissa or the United Provinces, and his recruits are the poorer of his co- 
villagers. or persons from neighbouring villages. The distribution of up- 
vonidry immigrants in Calcutta, its suburbs in the 24-Pa rgauas and Howrah 
presents some curious features which ate traceable to this method of recruit¬ 
ment. For example out of 14,092 immigrants from Ballia district, no less: than 
8,240 were found in Howrah, while out of 12.562 from the adjoining district of 
Azamgarh. Howrah lias only 2,593 Of the immigrants from the United 
Provinces. Calcutta city holds 53 per cent., the suburbs in the 24-Par g an us 
22 per cent., and Flow rah 25 per cent. The city in proportion to its tot al 
population has far less than its share, the reason being that many of thesft 
immigrants go to the mills and the mills are on the outskirts of the town. 
Those born in Benares contain a considerable proportion of a different class, 
from those born in other United Provinces districts, for many Bengalis and 
utbers satisfy their religious aspirations by retiring t»i the sacml city and 
some of them children and grand-children thus happen to have lieen bom 
there. This is the explanation of the fact that of those born in Benares a 
smaller proportion than the proportion of all bom in the United Provinces, 
only one-third, was found in the suburbs Oriya immigrants are found in 
a greater proportion in the city where they work as casual labourers, 
domestic servants, generally cooks, and as labourers about the docks. Two- 
third of those coming from Cuttack and Balflisore were found in the city, 
Biharis are divided between the city and its suburbs in about the same pro¬ 
portion. Howrah has 2.222 out of the 5,928 who were bom in Madras, 
The nulls employ both the men and the women and the sexes are very nearly 
equal. Nearly 90 per cent, of these from the Punjab on the other hand were 
found in the city, for the up-country mercantile classes all prefer the city. 
Less than one per cent, of the 12,596 bom in Eikanir were found in the 
suburbs but a. colony of 1.138 from Juvpur was found in Howrah. 92 per 
cent, of those born in Bombay, who also were most of them merchants, were 
found in Calcutta while 42 per cent, of those from the Central Provinces were 
found in the suburbs. Of those who gave their birth place in Europe 93 
per cent, live within the city limits. 

It k interesting to examine the immigration to Calcutta from another 
aspect and discover the proportion of those born in other parts who hnd their 
way to it. The following table gives the number per 10,(MX) of the natural 
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■illation of the Bengal districts who were found 
is at the time of the Census:— 


in Calcutta and its sub- 


west Bengal. 


North Sen£ ill. 


Efltt BongaiL 


Bn rdwrim 

... 155 

Birbhnm 


Hunk mm 


Miiinapora 

... 130 

Hu-o-glily 

... 4‘*3 

Howrah 

... 1,307 

Central 

Bengal. 

2l-Pftri;ana* 

... 732 

X ml in 

... 106 

M undo, la bad 

... 47 

Jesaore , t * 

55 

Khulna 

... 40 


Rjkjthahi 

Dtnajpur 

Jaipnignpi 

Darjiling 

Bangpnr 

Bogra 

P|bM 

MaUa 

Coach Bibar 


.. 8 
- 5 

1 

.. 41 
.. 4 

p* 5 
„ 1H 
.* 8 


Lhi^.a Division, 


Dacca <«■. 1*4 

MyinensLigh *.». 9 

Faridpttr **« 47 

Bakurganj, ,-i 28 


E amt Bonsai* 

Cfc if f' ^ ^ *J Divine i p 

Tippera 10 

Koakh&li .♦* 24 

Chittagong «** 21 

Chittagong Hill 
Tracts .** 1 


The map in diagram No 9 illustrates these figures, and it and the figures 
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are interesting as showing how far distance decides the extent of migration to 
the metropolis of the province Their interest, as indicative of the relative 
intensity from district to district of the inducement to leave home and seek 
employment in the city, is rather a provincial matter than one for discussion 
in this report. The contrast between the figures just given and the corre¬ 
sponding figures for the Bihar, Orissa and Ignited Provinces districts which 
send the greatest number of iiiiniigrants to Calcutta is. however, worth exam¬ 
ination. The number per 10,000 of the natural population of these districts 
is t— 
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More than 15 per in ille of the people who were born in each of the two districts 
in Bihar, Gaya and Patna, two in Orissa. Cuttack and Bala.so re and three in 
the United Provinces, Gazipur Benares and Liallia and the State of Bikanir 
in Rajputana, found their way to Calcutta. This is a higher proportion than 
in the case of any Bengal district, except Howrah, the 24-Pargauas and 
Hooghly. Something like twice as large a proportion of those born in Gaya, 
Cuttack, Gazipur and Benares find their way to Calcutta, as of those born 
in Dacca; and the proportion of those horn in these four districts who migrate 
to Calcutta is ten times as great as the corresponding proportion of those oorn 
in Pabna. the district in North Bengal, which sends its greatest proportion 
to the city, ° 

15. Age and occupations of immigrants.—As so large a proportion of 
Calcutta’s population is immigrant it was considered worth while to tabulate 
figures referring to the a*e and occupations of persons born in the 22 districts 
of British territory and the two states of Rajputana. in which at the census of 
19tl it was found that the greatest uumber had been born. The resultant 
statistics are given in an Appendix to Table XI printed after it in the Tables 
Volume. The figures hi this appendix refer to 889.775 persons, and the num¬ 
ber of inhabitants of the city and suburbs born in India less the number 
horn in the city IB 991.909 so that the figures account for more than two-thirds 
of the Indian immigrants. Only three wide age periods have been used in 
this appendix, but they are sufficient to divide the immigrants into children 
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persons in the prime o£ life and ^person?? who have passed it. The occupa¬ 
tional classification also was only a rough cite. The table below is an 
analysis of the figures by sex and age— 
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The last column of course refers only to dependents among the immi¬ 
grants, not to the dependents who stayed in their country homes while their 
supporters come down to Calcutta to earn a livelihood for them, Tfie Or 
is the man who most readily separates himself from his family. Only 7 b dep¬ 
endents pet J iWO workers come to Calcutta with them and only <12 females 
per l.imit males A few better class people must have been bom in Cuttack 
and Balasore ami be settled in Calcutta. Their families would be almost 
enough to account for the^e small numbers of females and dependents, and 
the conclusion is that the Oriva cook or coolie practically never brings any 
o i b i s fa mi ly w ith him. Sev e r 1 out of eve ry ten {> e rsons f rom 0 nss a a re w. u k- 
ers in the prime of life. There are few boys under 15 and none who are not 
old enough to lie working. Men over 40 are rather less numerous than 
among immigrants from other parte and they are men still capable of work. 
The age proportions of males from Midnapore. which adjoins Balasore. are 
very much the same as those for males from Orissa, 1 here is the same very 
high proportion of males between 15 and 40 among the numerous coolie iiamr 
grants; but Midnapore is nearer; more dependents come in with the workers 
and there is a large female element, more than half of which earns its own 
living. In this half one female in every three admits to being a prostitute. 
The age distribution of persons born in HoogMy is less abnormal, although 
there is still less than one female to two males and dependents are only about 
one to every two workers. One-third of the females earn their own living, 
but among 'female workers, one in every four owns to being a prostitute. 
Among those born in Dacca, there is a much smaller proportion of females, 
but tj£e proportion of dependents is much the same. The latter has been 
swelled bv the presence of school boys and undergraduates, some of whom 
are dependent upon persons who find their livelihood outside Calcutta. 
The child population is noticeably higher in proportion to the number^ of 
females than among immigrants from Hooghly. The Dacca born are in fact 
divisible into two classes, There is a successful professional and business 
ciass which has definitely settled in Calcutta and is leading a normal family 
life there, and there is the clerk and student class which has brought no one 
almn; with it from home, Nearlv all the women are dependents and telong 
to the families of the first class. Immigrants from Bihar include many more 
women than those from Orissa, but the proportion is still only rather more 
than one female to five males. The proportion of older people is very distinct¬ 
ly higher, but they are all workers. The proportion of females, the number 
of dependents and the number of old people, all increase again among the 
immigrants from the United Provinces. Even when allowance is made for 
the small number of children, the preportion of men over 40 is J ■ t 
hb f h. Amongtbe jmm igr a nt s from Bik ani r an d Ja ipu r t henumberofchildren 
is'higher among other immigrants, hut the number of people iw 40 
is proportionately smaller. The explanation is to Ha found in the great 
increase in the number of Marwaris in Calcutta during the last ten years. 
The newcomers have been comparatively young men. 
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The following table gives an analysis of the statistics of occupation of 
workers among the immigrants:— 


Jft'H*** ft* WH* Ahi — 


DjBUfkJtft 

^ 1 
I ' 

F 

' | 

- 

i 

m 

L 

i 

z 

i 

si 

i 

E 

r 

£ 

■ 

1 

£ 

i 

"g 

^1 

u 

si 

*2 

% 

i 

't 

T 

: l 

1 

3 

£ 

g 

s 

H 

il 

* 

| 

i 

l 

1 

C 

M 

■ 

a 

i 

X 

i' 

r 

£ 

□ 

5 

3 

i 

i 

* 

= 

c 

1 

! 

i 

3 

3 

i 

1 

3 

3 

i 

3 

* 

' 


* 

* 


11 

13 

u 

H 

» 


XT 

U 

ku**r?r* - - ■ 

IH 

if 

it 

III 

H ] 


w 

is 

| * | 

* 

1 

1 

■ 

U 


1 *j 

n 


VflffUp — - 

m 

IV* 


III 

60 ! 


u 


iti 

1 

A 

( 

T 

i 

Q 


%$ 

»| 

— i . ' — h- 

w 

l« 

u 

m 

** 




i 

l 

1 

1 


t 

t 

* 


m 


m 

m 1 

31 

w 

w 

1»0 

17 

» 

If ' 


Ilf 

3 

HI 

1 

* 

i 

31* 

IJpagbjr. tMta 

Ecki *n1 




If 














pur Hi fltAir- 



















Cil EUOfc UjlHiQCT ip> 

« 

it 

lit 

H* 

m 


13 

t 

4 

1 

IP 

r 

4 

f 


» 

HI 

OrfcjM. 



















inin^ib. Beqaiyi, 

Okxi|lu[ *n 1 1 *;:iipaJ" 

m 

t* 

n 

II 

m 

nr 

14 

m 

H 

fi 

U 

A 

3 

A 

* 

i 

m 

La rtirol HhrwfFt, 



















Biittir 4nJ Jaipur la 

411 

isa 

4 . 

Ml 

T 


it 

ft 

t 

* 

I 

1 

3 

A 

U 

T 

t 

117 


The diversity of occupations plied by the immigrants from all directions 
is very remarkable indeed. That there are traders from all the localities 
mentioned in the table will surprise no one, but it is strange to find that all 
of them have subscribed to the number of shoe-makers, washermen, milkmen 
and; barbers of the town. Certain tendencies for immigrants from particular 
localities to take to particular pursuits are noticeable. Some of them are 
well known and have already l>een mentioned in this chapter, but the figures 
in the table above are of interest as showing the force of them. The com¬ 
munity which keeps to itself most noticeably is the Marwari community. 
The clerkaamong them are almost all traders clerks, so that of those born in 
fiikanir and Bajputana 570 in every 1,000 are employed in trade. Another 
141 per mi He are the domestic servants they brought with them from their 
own country and 35 are their priests, so that only one in four of them is left 
to take up other occupations Oriyas relv mainly on unskilled labour and 
domestic service. Domestic service is taken by one in every five who 
conies from Orissa, for numbers in Orissa are needy Brahmans who 
can work and cook for an orthodox high caste Hindu without restriction on 
religious grounds. One in four is a casual labourer and 15 per cent, find more 
regular employment in mills and factories or in docks and ships. Traders 
and clerks are’ fewer from Orissa than from other parts, and a considerable 
number remain to find employment in other occupations. The numbers in 
the last column are chiefly made up by landlords and others living on their 
income, professional men. a few who are mainly agriculturists but had come 
to Calcutta in some employment subsidiary to their regular one. and the like. 
The figures in this column are no doubt somewhat swollen owing to the tend¬ 
ency, which it was impossible completely to control. for the sorters who dealt 
with the abstraction to include among “ others 1 instances regarding which 
they were doubtful. Fewer of those born in Bihar than in Orissa, about one . 
in ten, find employment in domestic service, but almost as many in casual 
labour, A slightly larger proportion of them are traders, but they have 
Almost a monapolv of the less important occupat ion of shoe-making, and with 
the immigrants from the United Province? supply mast of the carters and 
ttn~iran$. The figures for those born in the United Provinces show that they 
have the advantage over the Or iv as and Bihar is, in that more of them are 
able to find regular occupation in mills and factories and fewer are mere 
casual labourers, more of them are traders and clerks, and more of 
them appear in the last column of the occupied in other ways. 
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The figures in fact show them materially more prosperous than those 
froiii drissa or Bihar, Clerks and traders are both more numerous among 
those coming from Hooghlv than among those from Dacca, and between them 
considerable more than twice as numerous as among those From Midnapore. 
Mora Midnnpore men are occupied as domestic servants anil as casual or 
regular labourers. Dacca rueu are found in considerable numbers working 
in and about the docks and shippings, but few of t hem have gone into factories. 
35 P p er niiUe is the figure which appears in the last column against 
Dacca, the numbers being so large on account of the number of 
professional men who hail from Dacca. Midnapore distinguishes itself only 
hv there being as large a proportion as one in eleven of the immigrants from 
it in the unproductive occupations of beggars and prostitutes. 

16 . Distribution of immigrants in the City and Suburbs.— The propor¬ 
tion of immigrants per nil lie of the population in the several wards of the city 
anil in the separate suburbs is given in the following table and is illustrated 
in diagram No. Id — 
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Ip respect of the wards of the city the immigrants referred to in the 
table are persons vrho were not born in the city, in respect of the suburbs in 
the 24-Parganas they are persons who were bom outside the 24-Parganas 
district, and in respect of Howrah, persons bom outside Howrah district. 
Immigrants are over 90 per cent, in the business centre of the town in 
Bara bazar, Ward 7 and Waterloo Street. Ward 12. and in the Fort, the Port 
and on the Canals, over 80 per cent, in Kalutola, Ward 8. in the European 
quarters, Fenwick Bazar. Ward 13. Park Street, Ward 16, Victoria Terrace, 
Ward 17, and in Alipore, Ward 23. They are over To per cent, in Jorabagan, 
Ward 5, adjoining Barabazar to the north, in Muohipam. Ward 9, in 
Collinga, Ward 15. in Bkawanipore, Ward 22. and in Maniktala, Else¬ 
where they are fewer, l>oth in the Hindu quarters at the north end of the town 
and in Paddamikur, Ward 11, in the Muhammadan quarter on the east and 
in the Anglo-Indian quarter. In the suburbs on the south. Tollygunge and 
the South Suburban Municipality which are predominantly Bengali residen¬ 
tial quarters the proportion is below 40 per cent. Ballygunge-frol 1 vg ung e ( 
Ward 21 of the city, nas something of the same character, and immigrants are 
only oil6 per milk. The industrial parts of Howrah contain a very high 
proportion of immigrants, but the municipal limits are wide and the in ills 
and factories are only found close to the river hank so that over the whole 
Municipality the proportion of immigrants is no more than 559 per mille. The 
proportion in Garden Reach is as low as 513 per mille for the same reason! 

The distribution of immigrants to the several quarters is much the same 
as it was in 1911. but there have been some changes worthv of note. There 
has been a decided increase in the proportion of native born in the northern 
end of the town. The proportion of native born has increased in each of 
Wards 1—6, showing that the Hindus and especially the Bengalis among 
them arc settling down permanently in this quarter. The same may be said 
of Wards 21 and 22 and the tendency is especially noteworthy in respect of 
Ward 19, Entally. In Ward 8, which has been disturbed by the clearing for 
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Central Avenue, permanent inhabitants of the city have removed elsewhere, 
and the proportion of immigrants hat? increased. Those who were disturbed 
bv the dealing for the new dock must have Wen newcomers, for the clearing 
in this locality has not had the same effect upon the figures. The p report n>u >>i 
immigrants in Ward 2a has very much decreased. This is in part due to the 
dosin^ of the Roval Indian Marine Dock Yard and to reduced activity m the 
dock area caused by the dump in trade at the time of the Census, but there 
'must also have been a definite tendency towards permanent settlement m 
thi< part of the citv There 1ms been an increase in the proportion of immi¬ 
grants in Wards 13 and 14. but a decrease in Alipore where permanent 
settlement is going on. 

17. Emigration from Calcutta.— The following table shows the number 
of persons born in Calcutta found in the city and in other parts of India at the 
time of the Census: — 
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As manv as 48,656 persons enumerated in other Provinces gave their 
birthplace as Bengal without specifying any further particulars, tome of 
these persons were probably bora in L alcutta s though it is uot likelv that tlio 
were a very large proportion. b?r almost^ , r , * . , . . " _ i 

heard of Calcutta ami would nut avoid eutering it in the schedule as he 
uiiLrht the name of a Bengal district he had never heard of. The people he 
was enumerating moreover would probably say they were born tn Calcutta it 
that were so. though they might easily have forgotten the name oi a Bengal 
district and remembered ontv that they were born somewhere in the Province, 
[it addition a few born in Calcutta must have gone out of India, but they 
cannot hav e been manv The “ natural population of the city according to 
the fi<mre available is no more tlmn some 42 6 per cent, of the actual popula 
tion That the fiimre is deficient is shown by the disproportion of the sexes, 
204 870 males against 171,936 females. It is a proposition which lias been 
discussed in Chapter VI of the Census Report for Bengal that the proportion 
of male to female infants at birth is higher in towns in Indian than in rural 
areas, but it has not liven suggested that this could account tor so large a 
disproportion between the sexes as is here indicated. The explanation may 
lie in the fact that enumerators far less often sec and question the women 
they enumerate than the men. and that for this reason the fact escaped 
record that a number of women especially in other Provinces were bom in 
Calcutta The excess of males amontr those who were born in Calcutta and 
have remained there is probably correct. The excess of males among those 
who have <*one to the 24-PargnnaB and Howrah may be correct also, tor the 
bulk have Sone no further than to the suburbs of the city where males are 
still in larce excess in the total population, but the large excess among those 
who have lone to other Provinces is undoubtedly wrong. The very small 
number of "persons bom in Calcutta and found further away m Bengal than 
the near neighbourhood of the city is significant of the fact that the country 
has little attraction for those who have really settled down tor any length of 
time in the citv. and of the fact that others who may have come to the city 
with their wives commonly send them back into the country to bear then 

children. 
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figures for Calcutta city only. 

C k k 


18. Comparison with birthplace figures of former Censuses.— As figures 

for Tollygunge, the South Suburbs, and Howrah municipalities were not 
included In former Census tables for Calcutta and its suburbs and birthplace 
figures for these, separate from tlie figures from the rest of the two districts 

in which they lie, are not available, it will be well to confine comparison 

between the results of this Census and the former ones to the birthplace 

The number per 1.000 inhabitants of the city 
found at successive Censuses to 
have lieen born in the city, horn 
in the two adjoining districts, 
the 24-Pnrganas and Howrah, 
born in other parts of Bengal 
and born outside the Province are 

given in the marginal table. 

The significance of such figures 
as these is by no means easy to 
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follow. Variations of birthplace figures often play curious freaks and when 
immigrants belong to races different from the indigenous races one is too 
easily tempted to read the variations as variations in racial statistics, am! to 
forget that though every individual of an immigrant family appears as an 
immigrant at a census taken immediately after its arrival, children bom 
afterwards appear as native born at the next census,* and as a generation 
passes the family gradually becomes a native born family. Thus a wave of 
immigration for the purpose of permanent settlement is followed in the next 
generation by a large increase of native born. Such phenomena as this are 
traceable, for instance in the census figures for Australia. South Africa or the 
Western States of America to which the bulk of the immigrants have come 
with the purpose of staying permanently. But immigration to such a place 
as Calcutta is not by any means of the same character. It is safe to sav that 
the great majority of immigrants to Calcutta do not come to stav. The pro¬ 
portion of females among them is sufficient to prove this. The' effect of a 
wave of temporary immigration is to reduce the proportion of native bom al 
the time, but when it has passed it is not necessarily followed bv ait increase 
in the native Itorn. The place of those who came in fer a short time from one 
direction is taken immediately by other immigrants either from the same 
direction or from another, and when these fail, by persons coming from close 
by. In the case of Calcutta further complication arises from the fact that 
the population of the city is able to overflow into the suburbs and did so 
especially in the decade 1901—11 to a considerable extent. 

The proportion of native born rose from 3.048 per 10,000 in 1891 to 3,423? 
in IflOl. During this period immigration went on as fast as before, but 
V. alcutta overflowed but little into its suburbs, and the children of immi¬ 
grants increased in proportion to the total population. The decade 1601—11 
showed a great decrease to the proportion partly the result of fresh immi¬ 
gration and partly the result of the overflow which took place from the city to 
its suburbs in the 24-Pa rganas. the population of which increased by 4ft per 
cent. During the last decade immigration has decreased and this overflow 
has almost stopped. The five suburbs m the 24-Pa rganas now include only 
21.504 persons who were born in the city, whereas Coaripore-Chitpore 
Maniktola and Garden Reach alone contained 34,001 in 1911. This is 
further indication of the effect on the distribution of the population due to the 
insufficiency of the means of communication between the eity and the suburbs 
on the same side of the Hooghly. The number of Calcutta-born in Howrah 
has always been very small* though a tramway connection over a new Howrah 
Bridge would no doubt cause a large increase. 

The proportion of the city population bom in the 24-Parganas and 
Howrah districts was low in 1891, It rose considerably between 1801 and 
iWl when the city’s population grew fast and it rose again betwren 1901 
and 1911 but has declined during the last ten years. The actual number of 
persons bom in other parts of Bengal and found in Calcutta in 1891 was 
greater than it is to-day, greater than it was in 1901 and onlv by a few 
thousands less than it was in 1911. The proportion horn in Bengal bevitid 
the two districts adjoining the city was very much greater in 1891 Than it has 
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been since. Inuring the Inst decade the until ml increase ofLhe Bengalis living 
ixj city has tfeeu enough to counteract the falling off of immigration ol 
Bengalis from outside, for the proportion speaking Bengali in the city is now 
’>,m per 10,000 in place of 4.004 in 1011. and very few immigrants from 
other Provinces adopt the Bengali language. Hie falling off has however 
been a decided one. and a somewhat more detailed examination of the figures 
along with the figures which showed a similar falling off between 1801 and 
10M1 is worth making. The following table shows the actual number of 
immigrants to the city from each Division of Bengal according to the statis¬ 
tics o*l the last four censuses:— __ 
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The extent of immigration depends largely upon economic conditions in 
the locality from which the immigrants come, as well as those in Calcutta 
which determine the facilities for obtaining employment there. Similarity 
between the conditions of 1S91-—1001 and those of 1011 .21 is not at first 

night at all obvious. The former decade was for Western and Central Bengal 
which supply the bulk of the immigrants, a time of recuperation following some 
relief from the repeated epidemics of malaria which hnd characterised earlier 
years The last decade has lieen remarkable as an unhealthy one. and one 
In which progress has l>een very much disturbed. Both decades were, how¬ 
ever. characterised bt rises in prices, which mean higher cash values for the 
agriculturists who are able to sell part of their crop. In such circumstances 
the agriculturists is in a better position than the man of fixed income, or he 
who works for wages; for wages seldom increase to an extent proportionate 
to a rise in prices and, in any"case, take some time to reach adjustment, A 
fall in the price of food crops such as took place between 1003 and 1908, 
and such as mav be expected during the decade just begun, will, no doubt, 
stimulate a fresh wave of emigration from (Western Bengal districts towards 
Calcutta. In respect of the immigration from North and East Bengal to 
Calcutta the effect of the partition "of Bengal in 1905 and its annulment in 
191-2 is to be seen in the birthplace figures. There was a falling off in the 
number of natives of Rajshahi Division in Calcutta between 1901 and 1911 
and but a very alight increase of natives of Dacca Division. Since 1911 the 
number from North Bengal, though still small, has more than doubled, while 
the number from Dacca Division is now 45,(139 in place of 27,800. Immi¬ 
gration for Chittagong Divison has been little influenced by administrative 
changes, for the immigrants are in the main persons employed in and about 
boats and ships whose position has been unaffected. 

The following table gives the actual number of immigrants from other 
Darts from whiclAhe large numbers of them come:— _ 
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The number of immigrants from every part beyond the limits of Bengal 
increased much between 1891 and 1901.' The number from the United 
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Provinces, the immigrants from which belong mainly to the artisan class 
began lo fall off Ijetween 1001 and 1011 mainly owing to the fact that indos- 
trial progress was continued rather in the suburbs and further up the High¬ 
ly than in the city itself. Tiie immigrants from Bihar and Orissa, mainly 
casual,lal.tourers and domestic servants, went on increasing up to 10L!, 
especially the number from Orissa. Immigration from Cuttack and Bala so re 
has always been more conapiciouslv of a temporary character than immigra¬ 
tion from other parts. Very few Olivas have come to stay and bring up their 
children in the city to swell the number of the native born, and this partly 
explains how the figures continue to show an increase in the number of Oriya 
immigrants even during the last decade in which there has been a decided 
decrease in the number boni in Bihar and Orissa taken together Immi¬ 
grants from other parts of India are less numerous, but they increased very 
much more rapidly in proportion to their numbers up to 1911"than those from 
Bihar and Orissa and the I cited Provinces. And in everv case the increase 
has tieen continued during the Inst ten years, These immigrants include 
larger proportions of the mercantile class than those from Bihar and Orissa 
and the T7nited Provinces. Trade development has proceeded continuously 
in Calcutta, although industrial progress has now passed further away from 
the heart of the city. The immigration from Rajputana has shown a pheno¬ 
menal increase of recent years This increase marks the invasion of the 
Marwari community into business circles in Calcutta. There are now some 
four times as many in Calcutta who were born in Rajputana.—Btkanir and 
Jay pur sending the largest ecu t invents—a> there were 30 years ago. 
Natives of Bombay, many of them belonging to the same class* although 
much less numerous, have increased in an even greater proportion. The 
increase of those born in the Punjab and Madras shows signs of falling off. 
but ii has not yet been turned to a decrease. Those from the Central Pro¬ 
vinces have increased very much during the last ten years, a fact to tw put 
down to the rapid opening up of the Province since the bej^iuting of the 
century. The Chinese continue to come in larger and larger numbers, their 
efficiency and good workmanship being always able to find remunerative 
employment for them as soon as they arrive in spite of difficulties in respect 
of language The number born in Europe according to the latest Census is 
IT per cent greater than it was according to the Census of 1891, inspite of a 
decrea.se in the numters born in European continental countries for which 
the war is responsible. The returns of 1921 are moreover believed to lie 
somewhat incomplete in respect of Europeans. 

It may lie asked whether there are signs to show that the transfer of the 
headquarters of the Government of India from Calcutta to Delhi or the 
separation of Bihar and Orissa from Bengal have materially affected the 
population of Calcutta During the last decade there has been, it is true, an 
increase in the proportion of native born in the city, and a decrease in the 
number born in Bihar, but on the other hand there has also been a 
decrease in a greater proportion in the number of immigrants from the 
Burdwan Division in Bengal and a similar falling off in immigration from 
t he United Provinces, while there has been an increase in the number born in 
Orissa. The falling off of immigration from the United Provinces for which 
mi explanation has been found in the fact that industrial progress has 
continued of late years rather in the neighborhood of Calcutta than in the 
city itself, began moreover in the previous decade. The great increase in the 
number of immigrants from Rajputana. Bombay, etc., who are mainly id 
mercantile classes would seem to show that Calcutta's importance as a 
business centre has in nowise diminished. The citv may ha\v tost a few 
Officials from the changes that have Leon made, but otherwise it lias been 
little- affected 

It is t .mmon experience of most great cities that thev reach a i n 

which the proportion of immigrants begins to fall off I onffob reached it 
long ago. The proportion of native born was 629 per mill® in 1881 and rose 
to 655 i n 1&9 U 605 i n 10' 1 1 a nd 6S2 in 1911. There a re s i gns f rom the fimi res 
of t! e last Census that Calcutta has reached this stage, though it probably 
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contains a smaller proportion of native-born than London ever did. Com¬ 
merce and industry have been so long established in England that the indus¬ 
trial and commercial centres are among the localities which now-a-days show 
the greatest proportion native-born ami that proportion is on quite a differ¬ 
ent level than the corresponding proportion in Calcutta. Sheffield, for 
example, had 70*7 percent, of its population in 1911 native-born and Sunder¬ 
land 73-7 per cent. Such towns in the early stages of their history must have 
had a smaller proportion native-born, but immigration to them was never of 
a temporary nature to the same extent as the ini migration to Calcutta and to 
the mill towns up and down the Hooghly, and it is unlikely that the propor¬ 
tion of native-born in them was ever as low as it now is in Calcutta The 
proportion is very much smaller in some of the mill towns than it is in 
Calcutta. No less than 90 per cent, of the inhabitants of Titagarh for example 
were born outside Bengal and 79 per cent, as those of Bbadreswar. It 
may be expected that in the future the proportion native-born in Calcutta 
will slowiv increase. This is not to be taken as indication that Calcutta’s 
position as a metropolis is threatened. Tt is normal progress, and progress 
towards stability and a better ordered manner of life in the City. 
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CHAPTER Ilf. 

Religion. 

19- Introductory,—-This chapter is commentary on the figures contain* 
ed in Table VI of the Volume of Census Tables for Calcutta ami their coni' 
p arisen with the figures contained in the corresponding table of previous 
Censuses, Three Subsidiary Tables are printed at the end of the chapter 
giving:— 

I. — A general distribution of the population of Calcutta and its Suburbs 
by religion. 

II. —The local distribution of Hindus and Muhammadans and its vari¬ 
ations since 1901. 

III. —The number of Christians, locality by locality and its variations 
since 1901. 

20. General distribution by religions—Hindus and Muhammadans.— 

Nearly 71 per cent, of the population of the City and Suburbs is Hindu, 
24§ per cent. Muhammadan and 3^ per cent. Christian, leaving only rather 
more than 1J per cent, to be made up by adherents to nine other religions 
and persons of indefinite belief. The proportion of Hindus has increased bv 
about 8 per cent, since 1881. It went down nearly 2i per cent, between 1872 
and 1881; up again by about the same amount between 1881 and 1891; 
from 1891 to 190! it was almost stationary; it rose by 1£ per cent, between 
1901 anti 1911, and in the past decade has risen by "more than 3 per cent. 
In the Inst 20 years, while the total population has increased by 14*7 per cent, 
the number of Hindus has increased 23-9 per cent. In the last decade 
Hindus have increased 9 2 percent, while the total population has increased 
only 4 -3 per cent* 

The proportion of Muhammadans has decreased of recent years, especi¬ 
ally within the last decade in which the proportion has been reduced bv 3J 
per cent., against 14 per eent. in the decade before and little variation at all 
in tbe decade from 1891 to 1901. During the last decade there has been a 
decrease in the actual number of Muhammadans in t lie City and Suburbs of no 
less than 8 9 per cent This is the first time an actual decrease has been 
shown and it is more remarkable since, in the Province as a whole, 
the relative progress of the Hindu and Muhammadan population, has been in 
favour of the latter. The proportion of Muhammadans in Calcutta and its 
Suburbs, 2.449 per 10,000, is now well under half the proportion in the 
Province its a whole for which it is 5,339 per 10,009. 

21 Local distribution of Hindus and Muhammadans. — Hindus very 
greatly preponderate over Muhammadans in the northern end of the town 
m Bhowanipore and in the South Suburban Municipality. The number of 
Hindus per 10,000 is:— 

9.710 in Ward 2. Kmnartoli, 9,529 in Ward 3. Jorabagan, 9,205 in Ward 1, 
Shampukur, 8.849 in Ward 6, Jonvamko, 8.002 in Ward 3, Bartola, in 
Ward 22, Bhowanipore and 8,,001 in the South Suburban Municipality. 

In Ward 11. Paddapukur. surrounded by wards with a much smaller pro¬ 
portion of Hindus, there are 8,961 |>er 19,000, The proportion of Hindus is 
nU‘> above the average for the city and its suburbs in Ward 4, Sukea Street, 
Ward 7, Bara Bazar, Ward 8, Much! para. Ward 23. Alipore. in Cossipore- 
t'hit-pore and Howrah. Hindus are less than a half only in Ward 8, Ealutola 
Ward 10, Bowbazar, Ward 13, Fenwick Bazar, Ward J 4, Taltola,Ward 15 
Collinga, Ward 10, Park Street. Ward lf t Victoria Terrace Ward 2ft 
Beniaptikur and in the Fort and the Port, ' * 
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As the northern end of the town is the stronghold of Hindus so the 
eastern side of the city is most frequented by Munammadans. They form 
half the population of only one ward however. Ward 20. Bemapokur where 
there are 5,312 per 10,000, They are over 40 per cent, in Ward 14, Tnltola. 
in Ward 8. Kalutola and in Garden Reach and over 30 per cent, in Ward 
10. Bowbazaa\ Ward 13. Fenwick Bazar, Ward 15. CoUinga, Ward 21, 
liallygimge-Tollygnnge. Ward 24, Ekbalpur ami in Maniktoia. They were 
snore than three-quarters of the population enumerated in the Port for they 
are almost the only Indians who go to sea and form the majority of the 
crews of the lighters, launches, river steamers and boats which are in use in 
the Port. Their monopoly in the Port accounts in part for their large propor¬ 
tion in Ekbalpur and Garden Reach at a distance from their stronghold in the 
eastern part of the town. They form less than 5 per cent, only in Ward 1. 
8hanibazar f Ward 2, Kumar toll, Ward 5, Jorabagan, Ward 6, Jorasanko, 

Ward 11, Faddapukur and Ward 22, 
Bhawnipur. In Howrah Muham- 
.. madans are in greatest numbers m 
the marginally noted wards. In 
ysi? Ward 5 they form +6 4 per cent. 

of the population and in Ward 4, 34 6 
j or i P er eeut ' The proportion fall as low 
as 6-0 per cent, in Ward 6 and 3'0 per 

cent, in the small Ward No. 10- 

In spite of the fact that Calcutta's population is so remarkably a shifting 
population, the proportion between Hindus and Muhammadans in each local¬ 
ity has been remarkably constant. Though the occupants of the majority of 
the houses in any particular locality may have changed between one census 
and the nest, yet from census to census the percentage of Hindus and the pci - 
ventage of Muhammadans remain very little changed. If the Wards of the 
City are set down in the order of the proportion of Hindus in each according to 
the census of 1601, i. > according ro the order of the figures printed in column 
4 of the Subsidiary Table TT printed at the end of the chapter, the list would be 
almost exactly the same as if they had been set down in the order of the pro¬ 
portion of Hindus in 1611, Le., according to the figures in column 3 of that 
table, and Eu the order of the proportion in 1621, u., according to the figures 
in column 1. Much of the explanation for this very remarkable feature of 
the local distribution of the population by religions lies in (he fact that a 
Hindu landlord will not have a Muhammadan tenant if be can help it. and 
a Hindu very* much prefers not to live in a house whose previous occupant has 
been a Muhammadan. Muhammadans may not have the same prejudice as 
Hindus have in such a matter, but they prefer to keep their houses for their 
co-religionists if only in retaliation' for the attitude of the Hindus in the 
matter. The Census figures indicate how little the prejudice so universal in 
country towns has been given up by those who come to the metropolis 

22. Tendency towards segregation of the population according to reli¬ 
gion.—It might have been expected that with the process of time there would 
have been .indications of a tendency for Hindu and Muhammadan to mix 
together more freely. The census figures, however, indicate a contrary ten 
deucy. In all the wards of the city predam inanteJy Hindu the proportion of 
Hindus in the population has been steadily increasing. In every ward from 
1 to 6 the number of Muhammadans has actually decreased except in Ward 4, 
rfukea Street, which of the six contains the greatest number of Muhammadans' 
The number of Muhammadans has increased in the city only in Ward 4, Ward 
16 Ward 20, Ward 21, Ward 23 and Ward 24 where Muhammadans 
are already numerous. In the central portion of (he town, in Ward 10 Bow- 
bazar, Ward 13 Fenwick Bazar Ward 14 Tnltola, Ward 15 ColIim»a 
Ward 16 Park Street. Ward 17 Victoria Terrace, Ward 18 Hastings 
Ward 19 Entaily and Ward 25. Wat gunge, where their numbers do not 
predominate as remarkably as elsewhere, the proportion of Hindus is increas¬ 
ing much less rapidly and in some instances even decreasing The general 
impression which the census figures give in this connection is that there is 
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undoubtedly a tendency towards segi'egation, that it has been decidedly more 
marked in the last decade than previously and that its working is most easily 
apparent in a drawing apart of the Hindu majority from the rest of the com¬ 
munity and the reduction of small minorities of Muhammadan in the north¬ 
ern end of the town, in Bhowanipore and in the South Suburbs where Hindus 
are most numerous. 

23. Christians.—' Thei e were 30,21.4 Christians in Calcutta City in 1872 
and the number to-day is no more than 30,037, so that the increase during this 
period has been only 20 2 per cent, while the City's total population has grown 
by 43 4 per cent. During the last 20 years the increase in the City and its 
Suburbs has been no more than 5:6 per cent, and in the last decade it has 
been oniv 0 *7 per cent. In the Municipal area of Calcutta the increase has 
been 21 'per cent., but the large decreases in the Fort and the Port have brought 
this down to a decrease of 1 3 per cent, for the City. In the Suburbs Chris¬ 
tians are very few, 1 :(l per cent, in the Suburbs in the 24-Parganas, and 1 2 
per cent, in Howrah, but the number in the former is 24 times what it was 20 
years ago although the number in Howrah is about the same. The Chris¬ 
tian population forms considerable proportion of the whole only in:— 

Ward 16. Park Street 54*5 |*er cent. Ward 17, Victoria Terrace 39*9 per 
cent., Ward 15, Collinga 23 6 percent.. Ward 12.. Waterloo Street 19 1 per 
cent., Ward 10, Bowbazar 151 per cent., Ward 14. Taltola 14■ 1 per cent*. 
Ward 13. Fenwick Bazar 13 6 per cent. Ward 18, Hastings 9 6 per cent.. 
Ward 19, EntaUy 0 2 per cent.. Ward 11. Paddapukur 8*1 per cent., Ward 20. 
Beniapukur 6*1 per cent Elsewhere the proportion is less than 5 per cent 
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their numbers in the block enclosed by Dharamtola Street, Chowringhee and 
Lower Circular Road, the Christian community cannot be said to be drawing 
together into this locality. ’ & 

The Christiana fall by race into three classes, those of European and Ulied 
races, Anglo-Indians and Indian Christians. The numbers of each are given 

in the marginal table. 117 persons 
who returned indefinite beliefs based 
uu western methods of thought are not 
included, L nfortunately as man y as 
1,784 Europeans, 1.1)60 Anglo-Indians 
and 3.711 Indian Christians were 
, . - , —T"i— . —y ^ the census schedules, in spite 

jt the particular instructions issued to enumerators and printed on 
the buck of such schedules as were to be filled up by the nouse-holtiers, asking 
that the sect to which a Christian belonged should be entered. Another 
■ uropeans, j 16 Anglo-Indians and 87(J Indian Christians were vaguely des- 
a i x« as I i<'testaiit. 1 his came about through the carelessness of indi- 
* ii u " o i ltd up schedules as house-holders and the ignorance of enumer¬ 
ators. most of whom were Hindus, regarding the significance of Christian 
sects, and lack or interest in getting the returns correct iu this matter The 
result detracts very considerably from the value of the statistics regarding 
Lhmtism sects which appear at Table XV in the Tables Volume. The $ta 
.istics indicate that of the Christians whose sect was returned, 42.6 percent. 

Roman Catholics, but that whereas the proportion among European and 
A.tied races was only 22;o per cent, and among Indian Christian 38.0 per 
cent the majority oi the Anglo-Indian Christians til 4 per cent, were Roman 
Cathohes. 669 persons were returned as belonged to the Armenian Church. 
64 to the Greek Church, 17 as being Syrian Christians and the rest as belong¬ 
ing o one or other ol the Protestant sects. Among Europeans and Anglo- 
Indians who were Protestants the Anglican Communion included the maioritv 
bl per cent, among Europeans and bd per cent, among Anglo-Indians ThW 
denomination most frequently returned by Indian Protestant Christians was 
Baptist 4:? per cent, and next the Anglican Communion 39£ per cent, 

mi Three times as many Jains were enumerated as in 

Kill. There is however some doubt as to whether the whole increase is a 
leal one. It is possible that a number of Jains were returned as Hindus in 
»U; ,Jccasi0n of the present Census the leaders of the Swetambart 

fei apamln .>ect were particularly anxious to discover the number of their 
sect in Calcutta and undertook to assist in the enumeration in the Marwari 
quarter in Barabazar. no doubt with the result that the Jam religion was 
more carefully recorded than on previous occasions. The Swetambari 



a miscellany of races, Tibetans and other himalayan races, SinghSlS? 
Burmese Maghs and a tew Japanese. The total h£g increased hv more fh-Tn 
one-third since 1911 The Confpcians. mainly Chinese with 7TZ o™ 
have also increased by one-third in the decade. They and the Plunge 
Buddhists were found in the region of the western part of Bow bazar Street and 
. The ] Jews show a slight decrease since 1911. They are 
Miusriy domiciled in Calcutta, the majority having been bom in the City and 
are the only religious section of the population with an excess of fenia es 
The Brahmos are only as numerous as they were iu 1901, but somewhat mm-* 
numerous than in 1911 and there arc a few Arjyas of whom none were found 
ui 1911. It w now possible for those Hindus who hare denane 
from the standards of Hindu orthodoxy to find kindred soirit/m ltf 
metropolis, andto live as they wish to live without being obliged to renounce 
Hinduism and become Brahmos, and the Brahmo Samrn doefnot wS^f£ 
gaining ground. The Zoroastrians are The few 

Ammuts «, mosUjr So„,hal 5 and Mundas. Sikh *po.v? Z 
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than formerly, but a considerable number of Sikhs art now employed as taxi¬ 
cab drivers, etc., in Calcutta, and they and the Sikhs who are business men 
are now nearly half as many again as the Sikhs in Calcutta in 1911. 

25. ReljgionofPermanentinhabitanU. — These who were enumerated i n 

Calcutta City and hail also been 
bom there returned their religion 
as detailed in the margin. These 
figures do not refer only to families 
who live in the City and look upon 
it ns their home, for they neces¬ 
sarily include a number of children 
of immigrants who have only come 
to Calcutta for a time, but the comparison between the proportions belonging 
to the main religions among the native bom and among the population as a 
whole is interesting. Hindus form 69 2 per cent, of the native born 
against TO l per cent, in the population as a whole and females among native 
born Hi mi us are 78 ” per thousand males. Muhammadans are 23 6 per cent, 
among the native born against 21 5 percent- among the population as a whole 
and females among native born Muhammadans are 851 per thousand males. 
Persons of other religions are 7 2 per cent, among the native born and only 
4 6 per cent, among the whole population, while females among the native 
born who are neither Hindu nor Muhammadan are 948 per thousand males. 
The last figure seems to indicate that most of the native horn of other religions 
are whole families and the children of families who have settled in Calcutta 
for a considerable time whereas a considerable proportion of the Hindu and 
Muhammadan males among the native born have either re-immigrated to 
Calcutta or have stayed on in the city, while their sisters have been sent away 
and they do not belong therefore to families permanently domiciled in the 
citv. The conclusion is the somewhat unexpected one that those who are 
neither Hindu nor Muhammadan form a percentage twice as large among 
the permanent inhabitants of the city as among the population as a whole. 
More than half the Christians found‘in the city. 184521 out of 39 037, were 
born in it and among the native born Christians there is an excess of females, 

1 ,933 to every thousand males. 
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BSIDIAI£\ TABLE 1 . — -Gskekal DIBTEIbctiox i*k the PuPulatigN' 
•*f Calcutta with Suburb* religion. 



SUBSIDIARY TABLE IL—Local distribution and variation in 
NUMBER* OP HINDUS AND Mrs OEM A DA as. 
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SL'IISIDIAEV TAIjLE III. —Christian nt miser vntp variation!*. 
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m*rm J\' -SKX, AGE ASo CIVIL COS-UITH-N. 


CHAPTER IV. 

Sex, Age and Civil Condition, 

26, Sex.— fti the Census Report for Bengal, a chapter on 
precedes chapters on sex and civil com I it ion. The great disparity between 
the number-* ot the sexes of Calcutta, however, renders it advisable "to discuss 
tii£ statistics of sex lx*tore tbs statistics of :tL r c. for the pec'uliatities of the 
constitution of the population must a feet the interpretation of the nee 
statistics to a considerable extent. Tins chapter deals with sex, age and civil 
condition m thatorder and commentary upon the figures winch appear 
in 1 aides A II T XH and A\ of the Tables ^ olame- At the end ot the chap¬ 
ter appear twelve subsidiary tables which have been complied from these 
tables and deal with— 

1 The number of lemules per 1,00b males of each main religion in 
the several age periods at each of the last three censuses. 

FI.—The number of females per 1,000 males in certain -elected castes 
HT.— '! lie vital statistics according to *•>: fo P the Laet two decades. 
fV —Deaths according to age for certain years of the last decade 
V Age distribution of 10,000 of each sex at the last three censuses. 

} f — Age distribution of 1,000 of each sex in selected castes. 

} ^ —Birth and death rates for each sex for each year of the decade. 

\ IT I. Deaths according to their cause during each vear of the decade 
IX, Civil condition of 1,000 of each sex and religion iu each age 
period at e&eii of the last three censuses. 

X _D eondkioT ° f 10,000 °* each ^ ^ rel[ ? klD by age and civil 

XI—Proportion of sexes of each main religion in each age period and 
each different civil condition, ^ 1 

^ condition of 1.000 of each sex iu each a<?e period for 
selected castes. ® 1 

l of .*■» sexes.— Calcutta citv has only 470 females per 

l. 000 males, the proportion in Howrah is very little greater. 520 and it is 
still abnormally small, 614. in the suburbs in the 24-Pnrganas \ remark¬ 
able disproportion between the Sexes in favour of male! is a feature of the 
population which has been brought out by each successive census in the Vale 
oi almost all Indian cities, but as has already been mentioned in Chanter I it 

s «•* «y *«un» gre «t « in lhe ,„ s ; 

average 9 IJ> females per 1,000 mite. te is mn A remartob” K 
eaee ot mdustnal and commercial centres in the Province outsi.le Calcutta 
m which there are on the average only 537 females per l 000 males a 
propomon only slightly higher than in Calcutta itself. The proportion Talk 
* ow tfiat ( alciltta m instances given in the margin, A dispropor- 
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tionately small femal^lement is not a iSSSS 
urban population in other parts of the world; 
rsuljer the contrary. The recent census reveal¬ 
ed an excess of females in almost every part of 
England and Wales, but it was proportionately 

- -~- T where there were 1,10] females per 1,000 tujiIfk 

than in rural areas, where the number was oijIv 1 025 A similar !lutrii,» 

»tobefimnd in France, while i„ America J the BrtSffw&SkS 
there u? an excess 01 males, that excess is much more apparent in niv-d ■ . 

t lan in the towns. Industrialism and commercialism in England moreover 
do not by any means necessarily spell the breaking 11 n of f£nik lif ' ?!1 
disparity of females in the localities touched by them £ in V d,'I a 1 
ing to the census of 1911. the towns inlSmd l bh t i?J£ 1 Act 'T U 
of iernnte were certain 
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bourne, Southport and Bath, but close following them came such industrial 
and commercial centres as Halifax with 1,193 females per 1,000 males, 

1.155 aud Rochdale with 1.141, while 


with 


and commercial centres 
Huddersfield and Blackburn 

London had 1.128- „ „ . . . r , . 

The following table shows the proportion ot females to males in Calcutta 

and Suburbs at each successive census compared with the corresponding 
tbmres for the average industrial or commercial toWn in Bengal outside 
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in the towns of Bengal outside Calcutta generally is increasing fast. The 
amenities of town fife, much as they have been improved of recent years by 
drainage schemes and the supply of filtered water, do not attract the Bengali, 
He is more than ever inclined to leave his family in the country when he lias to 
go to a town and there is little indication that organized industry is tending 
to attract permanent settlers from beyond the borders of ihe Province to the 
towns in which it has l«?eu developed. The fact that the female element m 
Calcutta has decreased much less rapidly of late years than formerly may he 
read as an indication that a limit to such decrease is about to tie reached, and 
tW the improved conditions of fife, which are gradually being introduced; 
have not been altogether without their effect in inducing men to give up 
leaving their womenfolk at home, and allow them an opportunity of sharing 
in the advantages, which the civilization of the city supplies There is no 
indication of any such approach to a limit in other towns in Bengal 

As the figures given in Subsidiary Table I printed at the end of this 
chapter indicate, the limit has been passed in the case of Christians ; the pro¬ 
portion of females to males among them was practically the same in 1911 as 
in loot, anil there has been a distinct increase during the past decade. It 
has already been noticed that ft larger proportion of them than of the Hindus 
and Muhammadans in the city are permanent or semi-permanent inhabi¬ 
tants, and there is no doubt that they, as a body, do appreciate the improve¬ 
ment which the lost 20 or 30 years have seen in the city. That a large section 
of the Hindu community has its eyes open to the same advantages is >.Tso 
indicated by the figures. lu 1891, there were 545 Hindu females per 1.0(10 
males in the city and the figure fell to 527 in 1901 and 495 in 1911, but it has 
risen to 496 at the last census and there has. moreover, been a very decided 
increase in the proportion of females to males among Hindus in the ages 
between 29 and 40. The proportions tetween 20 and 25 has risen from 366 
per mdie males to 3S5. between 25 and 3u from 335 to 367 and between 
311 and 49 from 357 to 369 since UHL As will be seen on reference 
to Subsidiary Table II, the number of Baidya women per 1,000 males between 
the ages of 20 and 40. the Baklyas lseing typical of the upper middle class of 
lionjrali Hindus, has increased from 426 to 464 The increase in the pro¬ 
portion of females to males of all ages has been it decided one in the case of 
liernrali-speaking Hindus and in the north end of the town where they have 
mostly congregated. showing that the Bengali Hindus at least are beginniiifr 
to appreciate the advantages of family life in Calcutta. 

Among Muhammadans there is little indication of anything of the sort* 
There were 457 Muhammadan females per 1,000 Muhammadan males in 
the city in 1891; the proportion fell to 435 in 1901, 390 in 1911 and now to 
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354- In the age periods 20—25, 25—30, 3"—Hi and 40—50 the propor¬ 
tions are mm as low as 293. 281, 265 and 2G8. There is some sign that a Imiit 
is being reached between the ages of 25 and 40, blit the very lowness of the 
level that has been reached may be sufficient to account for this. 

The corresponding figures for Howrah show no sign even among Chris¬ 
tians that the proportion of females will not go on decreasing. Those for 
the suburbs in the 24-Paiganas are less regular. For this the invasion and 
subjection to urban conditions of certain areas formerly almost rural in char¬ 
acter and the fact that the figures for former censuses refer only to ('ossipore- 
Chitpore, Maniktoln and Garden Reach are responsible. 

The following table shows the number of females per 1,000 males in 
each ward of the city and each separate suburb in 1921 and in 1911. and the 
*»cmres for 1921 are illustrated by the map in diagram No. 14 on this page — 
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Hastings in 1911. That the number of females wr 1.0W males has U^n 
reduced hv nearly a third in Ekbalpore, Ward No. 24. and by one*mh m 
Kolutola, Ward No. & is to lie accounted for by the disturbance cause.I by 
the clearings made for the new dock and for Central Avenue. That the 
proportion for Watgong® instead of having l>een affected in the frame way lias 
somewhat increased may be put down partly to the closing or the 
Roval Indian Marine Dockyard. 

' Seeing that the total number of women between the ages of 1o and 40 
who were returned as married in the city is no more than 103,39- out ol 
49ft 113 persons lietween these ages it is not to be wondered that there is 
much prostitution in Calcutta. The total number of women who were 
ibturned as prostitutes in the City was 8.877, m the Suburbs in the 24 1 ar- 
aanas 941 and in Howrah 1,296, and it is most unlikely that these numbers 
mdude all the loose women of the town, for bv no means all who engage m it 
are prepared to admit to the occupation of a prostitute. I he number m the 
Citv it aa mmjv as one in even 18 women lietween 15 and 4th and m some 
sections of t-he population is large enough materially to affect the statistics ot 
A very large number of prostitutes, for example, returned their caste 
as Baianab, and among Bnisnahs of all ages there are 1,159 females per l,WH> 
•miles.*1.17i> femalse per 1,000 males in the ages between 2<> and 40, and no 
less than 1 ,458 women over 40, a large num1>ev of whom must have l>eeu prosti¬ 
tutes retired from their trade, per 1,000 males aliove that age. In no other 
section of the community for which statistics were prepared in the form ot 
Table Xiv was there an excess of adult female® over adult males 
except among the Anglo-Indian where there was found to be a slight excess, 
due no doubt t o the fact that numbers of men belonging to families domiciled 
in Calcutta go out to employment on railways, etc,, beyond the limits of the 
dtv leaving their womenfolk at home. 

28. Vital statistics and sex in the natural population.— The vital 

statistics Of Calcutta and its Suburbs according to sex are given in Subsidiary 

'}’ iMe [IT printed at the end of this chapter, and deaths are given by sex and 

a-e in Subsidiary Table IV printed after it for 1912. 1914. 1917. 1918 and 
*1""' 1 — 
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191 9. Whatever may be said of the record of vital statistics iu the Suburbs 
aud over the rest of Bengal, it is generally admit let 1 that reliance can be placed 
on the return of births aud deaths which tote place in Calcutta city. 

The number of deaths of females which, takes place is much lower 
than the number of deaths of males as was only to tie expected from 
the great preponderance of males in the population, but the death-rate 
among females (deaths of females per mille of the female population) is much 
higher than the death-rate among males. During the fast decade, there 
were, on the average, 733 deaths of females per 1 ,000 deaths of males, while 
there were, on the average, only about 473 females per 1.000 males living in 
the city The explanation is to lie found iu the fact that the sex proportion 
is furthest from the normal in age periods iu which the death-rate is lowest. 
There is not a great disproportion in the ages of infancy and old age in both 
of which the death-rate is high, but males are in excess of females in propor¬ 
tions approaching 3 to 1 between the ages of 20 and 50 aud many of them 
are temporary migrants who would not have l>een able to come to Calcutta 
to work if they had not been iu good health. In a normal rear, such as 1912, 
1914 or 1917,*as will be seen from Subsidiary Table IV, more than a quarter 
of the deaths among males occurred under the of 5 and something approach¬ 
ing another quarter at ages over 50. In the earlier age, females must have 
been as many as 925 per l.UOO males on the average during the decade and 
after the age of 59 not less than 950 per 1 ,000 males. The healthiness of the 
rn mi grant male population is demonstrated by the fact that deaths of males 
let ween the ages of 2o aud 30 are commonly not more than 40 per cent, more 
then tile deaths of females though in these ages males are in excess of females 
in the population to the extent of three to one. Mortality would seem to be 
greater among older immigrants, for between the ages of 30 and 40 the 
normal death-rate among males in the city is almost double that of females 
though the proportionate excess of males is still about the same, while 
between 40 and 50 the death-rate 13 distinctly more than twice as great amonc 
males as among females though the proportionate excess of males has decreas¬ 
ed. The years 1918 and 1919 were abnormal on account of the influenza 
epidemic which everywhere seems to have caused greatest mortality among 
those in middle life. If we compare the mortality statistics of 1918 and 1919 
with those for such years as 1912 or 1914 (the figures are given in Subsidiary 
Table IV ), we see that the excess mortality in 191S and in 1919 over that in 
1912 or 1914 was greatest in the ages 2o—30 and 30—40 and that in the case 
of males it was about three times what it was in the case of females. As 
males were about three times as many as females in these age periods, the 
figures indicate that the epidemic attacked males and females with about 
equal severity. The number of deaths iu other age periods was above 
normal in these years, for children and old people were not altogether 
immune, and deaths among adults necessarily spell neglect for the children 
l-at the figures for Calcutta show very clearly that it was persons between 2'i 
and 50 among whom the disease levied its heaviest toll. 

The fi natural population " of Calcutta, the number of persons wher¬ 
ever found, who had Iteeu born iu the city, shows a great excess 
of mates. The census of 1881 showed it as including 1,018 females per i ,ouu 
males. The figures fell to 983 according to the census of 1891, 92S according 
to that of 1901, 869 according to that of 1911 and 800 accord¬ 
ing to the recent census. As was mentioned in the lost chapter, such a low 
proportion cannot be accepted as correct, but it seems certain 1 hat the excess 
of males who were born in Calcutta is a peculiarly Luge one. In almost 
even* part of the world more male infants than female infants are born but 
m most parts the excess of males at birth is eliminated in the earlv period of 
life, for male children are decidedly less hardy than female children, and the 
mortality among them is greater than among females. Throughout life in 
tael, except during the period in which women War their first children the 
mortality among males is higher than among females, for though they nnv 
W the stronger, they are more exposer! to risks than females as soon as they 
reach maturity and even before reaching it. The causation of sex ri a 
matter into which human experience and human knowledge have not proW l 
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*erv deep The theory that the excess of males at birth follows a predilec¬ 
tion fi.r tbe male sex among first-born children, which held sway at one time, 
may now be taken to have been exploded. No doubt the normal excess of 
male infants is the result of selection among the human race in early stages 
of civilization in which the family with more sons had an obvious advantage 
t.ver that with a large proportion of daughters, but direct evidence of the 
workings of the process at the present day is very difficult to obtain. It 
seems tTmt statistics of births during the recent years go a long way to prove 
the theory first advanced and discussed on the basis of figures for belligerent 

tries in the case of tbe war between Sweden and Russia in 1789-00, that 
war has an appreciable effect upon the male ratio at births in the direction of 
raising it. The bearing of the figures for births in Bengal in the last decide 
mi the subject is discussed in the census report for the Province. Another 
theory which bai lieen advanced is that the male ratio tends to be higher in 
rural than in urban areas. Tbe figures for Calcutta by no means support this 
for not only is the number of males disproportionately very high in the natural 
population of Calcutta and has become increasingly so with the development 
ip die citv. hut the proportion of males at birth, disclosed by the vital statis- 
tic-, as the figures given in column 11 of Subsidiary Table 111 show, is also 
phenomenally^large. During the last decade in Calcutta, there were only 
female births to every 1,000 male births, and only DOT in the decade before. 
The increased excess of "males at birth during tbe decade may have been 
the effect of the war. but the excess in Calcutta in both periods has been 
very much greater than the excess in the Province as a whole in which the 
corresponding figures were 933 for the decade 1911^—30 and 941 for the 
decade 1901—10. The disparity of the sexes in Calcutta is a dear indication 
that it is males and not females who are wanted in Calcutta, just as it is 
males and not females who are wanted after a great war Las made 
inroads on the male population. May it not be the case that l>oth the theories 
which have just been mentioned are part of more far-reaching proposition to 
the effect that nature by some means, at present not understood bv the medi- 
.wl profession, contrives to supply an excess of males when and where males 
are most needed ? 

Age. 

29, Introductory. —The age returns are one of the curiosities of nn 

Indian census and in this respect Calcutta was not nn exception. The 
difficulty is that all but a very small proportion of the people of India have 
finv bui "the vaguest ideas ns to* their ages. The lack of knowledge of age !* an 
instance in which tbe civilization of liidia is centuries behind that of Europe. 
The matter will be i-nmd discussed, and the vagaries of the resultant age 
returns explained, in Chapter V of the Census Report for Bengal. There 
nn attempt lias been made to discover what is the true age distribution of the 
population and to show to what extent and in what direction at each point the 
'w-e distribution obtained direct from the census returns nee.Is correction to 
give the true age distribution. Wince the knowledge of age is in much the 
same state now as at previous census enumerations in Calcutta, and in much 
the same stare in Calcutta as in other parts of India the crude age distribu¬ 
tion obtained direct from the returns may well l>e used in comparing tbe result 
of this census with former censuses and in comparing the age distribution in 
Calcutta, with that in other parts of India. Moreover, since independent 
enquiries, for example, tbe enquiry as to age at death, which is made when 
deaths are registered, would meet with the same knowledge, or lack of know¬ 
ledge. of age as was met with during the census enumeration, it should be the 
erode figures and not the connected age distribution which should be used for 
dim i comparison with the results obtained by such an enquiry. It is how¬ 
ever valuable to discover what the true age distribution is, and it is essential 
in have it before comparisons can be drawn with the statistics of European 
cities and countries in which the population has a sound knowledge of its age, 
3 n Correction of the age distribution for Calcutta. —The application 
of the cor retied age distribution, obtained as explained in Chapter V of the 
Census Report for the Province, to discover the true age distribution of the 
population of Calcutta will be detailed at length in this paragraph, which is 
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indeed an essay on the application of the age corrections obtained for the whole 
population of the Province to the population of a part of it. The same 
method may be applied with less difficulty to most other parts, for the age 
distribution in them is usually far less noticeably abnormal than in Calcutta. 
The first two columns of the following table give for males and fenfab tb 1 
crude numbers in each quinquennial age period obtained direct from the 
census returns for the Province as a whole; the second pair gives the corres¬ 
ponding graduated numbers taken from Subsidiary Table IA printed at the 
end of Chapter V of the Provincial Report; and the third pair gives the 
crude numbers for the population of Calcutta and its suburbs, 
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Assuming that the same tendencies to error occurred in Calcutta in giving 
ages as in the rest of the Province, the same tendencies to exaggerate at certain 
stages of life and to understate at others, to plump for round numbers and 
so fin, the effect of which have 1*en eliminate ! in graduating the Prorim hl 
figures, we can make allowance for these tendencies in Calcutta by altering 
the distribution given by the crude figures for Calcutta in the same proportion 
in the case of each age period as we altered the crude figures for the Province. 
This is the manner in which the figures in the last two columns have been 
obtained. Each figure in column 7 is the corresponding figure in column 5 
increased or reduced in the same proportion ns the figure in column t has been 
increased or reduced to give the figure in column 3.* It is not to be imagined 
that the age distribution given in the Inst column is perfectly correct. Indeed 
it has manifest.defects; the number for males, for instance, for the age periods 
30—35, 40—45 and 50—55 are obviously too large compared with the numbers 
for the periods 25—3b. 3;> — 4o. 4;>—ad and 55—HP. This must, have l»een the 
result of Calcutta people having behaved somewhat differently from the people 
of the Province as a whole in plumping for round numbers’ when thev gave 
their age. In Calcutta the persons who plumped for even multiples of 5 
rather than odd multiples were proportionately more numerous than was 
generally the ease Such people probably belonged to the numerous class of 
totally uneducated coolies The effect might be removed bv replacing the 
figures by another series obtained by taking means. “ Bloxam’s method of 
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smoothing, however, is ail very well for a series such as that uf the distribu- 
tiuu by annual periods so long as means are not taken of more than 5 consecu¬ 
tive numbers at a time, but in such a series it is dangerous to take means oi 
more than 5 numbers at a time, and to use the method at all when dealing 
with a distribution by quinquennia] periods is equally dangerous, for lies ides 
removing errors it is apt to obliterate variations which are real and are not 
due to error at all. The figures in the last two columns may be reliefl upon 
to be each a distribution from which the effect of broad tendencies in the direc¬ 
tion either of exaggeration or understatement have been, as far as possible, 
eliminated, and in spite of defects, which they may itill contain, they give a 
distribution which is a good deal nearer the truth tban the crude figures. 

The age distribution for females departs far less from the normal than 
that for males. The invasion by a large number of males between the ages of 
i and 45 is responsible for the fact that the proportion of boys below 15 is so 
low and that the proportion of old men appears less than the normal. The 
ace distribution of females b not disturbed by a like invasion of young women 
Among !emales s the proportion in the ages 15 — #0 is not fax from the normal, 
but it rises very muc h above the normal after 30 is reached and remains abnor¬ 
mal! v high in all the later age periods. The proportion in the ages of child¬ 
hood is small among females although not nearly so small as among male- and 
(.he proportion remains low between 15 and th) tlie first lew years of an Indian 
woman's married life. That the abnormally high proportion found in later 
age periods appears first and in a very noticeable manner in the age period 
30^35 is significant. Thirty appears to mark the age up to which a woman 
is secluded in her home in the country, and must be sheltered from the stress of 
Calcutta life though even if she comes to the city she will remain secluded 
withire the four walls of her house until she is very much older ins pile of the 
fact that she may belong to the poorest class. 

3 ! Age distribution ir Calcutta and London,— The age distribution 
n f the population of Calcutta is very different from the age distribution m 
Bengal as a whole. It will he interesting to compare the variations Irom the 
normal for the Province displayed in the ages of the population of Calcutta 
with the variations displayed by the London population from the normal lor 
En-dand and Wales. In the following table is shown the graduated distri¬ 
bution bv quinquennial age periods for the population of Bengal, the corrected 
distribution for the population of Calcutta and the distribution for London 
nid fur the whole of England and Wales as obtained at the census of 1 hi 1 
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The figures are illustrated in the two diagrams Nos: 15 and id on tins 

page. The first one con* 
trusts the distribution for 
Bengal and Calcutta and 
for England and Wale; and 
London for males, and the 
second for females. The 
Ege distributions in the case 
of Calcutta are much fur¬ 
ther from the normal than 
■hose for London, but the 
abnormalities show some 
ihing of the same character 
iu the two cities. There 
ts a reduced proportion of 
children both in Calcutta 
and London, and an in¬ 
creased proportion in the 
ases of 20 and onwards dis¬ 
appearing after the age of 
55. The abnormalities of 
the age distribution of 
males m Calcutta and Lon¬ 
don are in the same direc¬ 
tion at every age, but differ 
in a very remarkable man¬ 
ner in degree. The pro¬ 
portion in the ages of childhood in London is not reduced at any point by more 
than 5 or 6 per cent., whereas in Calcutta it is reduced by a half. Similarly, 
the increased proportion in the ages of early manhood are increased in Cal¬ 
cutta by something like 50 per cent, above the normal for Bengal, while the 
increase of the proportion at this age in London is again no more than 5 per 
cent. The age distribution of females in Calcutta is. as has already been 
noticed, far less abnormal than that of mules. The opposite is the case w ith 

the *1 i str Potion fo r fern a 1 es 
in London. Calcutta is 
flooded with immigrants 
between the ages of 20 and 
+5 the great majority of 
whom are males. London 
has a less disproportion¬ 
ately great excess of per¬ 
sons in the same ages, but 
the maioritv of the excess 
is in females and not in 
males. The abnormality 
in the age distribution of 
females in London, more¬ 
over. has practically dis¬ 
appeared by the age of 35 
for the large number of 
servant-girls and female 
shop-assistants who are 
mainly responsible for the 
abnormality are younger 
than 35, In Calcutta the 
excess of females in the 
adult ages appears most 
noticeably after the age of 
30 is passed. 

32. Variations in the age distribution,— For the purpose of comparing 
the age distribution of Calcutta's population obtained from the reaSks of 
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successive censuses there is no need to apply correction, to the crude figures 

Munici| a .■ iqni vere nnlv 2 37 per cent of the males in Calcutta and 
MterntLemmlM w/i »that the variations between their 

g£g|$g3$3gSgXS& 

tf T4- had bean included though the age 
in Uni am } i ’iitH* nfFpot-pti the effect would have* b£6Fi rathci 
distribution would ^ C J^ of males ’ Certain decided tendencies are 

more notice? . which the table shows. In the case «d males th u- 

apparent in.the t® ‘ _ L tween 19Q1' and 1011, for the distribution to pass 
™ than it had already gone. There 

tra^a distinct increase in the proportion of the male population between th* 

. _? 1 f 90 and 3"? The proportion below the age of 20 remained niuch the 
a^> of * nmnortion above 40 distinctly decreased. The explanation i> 
Jhat'ttere wi a flood of young adult mate immigrants rather than an Modus 
ft! men and but for this flood there would have been an increase in the 
of old n.e . - , n var i a tron during the last decade has been in a 

There has been a decide! decrease m the propone of 
d ifforeat d r e \ i - a »es o f 20 and 35 . A p p a ready the fl ood bet ween 

males who are bet ec.i S. j r^ p males In' tween 20 and 

l L ,nX and 191 £?* anv means all leave agahpfor the 

3* n came m that P _ . ~t w *£ n the a^esof 35 and 50 (hiring the U$l 10 
increase m t fie P P _ a ^ , lecrease m the proportion between 30 and 35 
years telwKS greatest between 20 and SO show- 

feas “* 1 tofk^bc^te^Stinct fallilg off in the number of youimer 
m f l \ The proportion below the ape of 20 has very decidedly 

£ firfSS nlawrttj^he normal, hut os has already been seen 

ft b “ a ! ';!/to f the mm dislrd.ution for females, between 1*01 and !*« there 
tl1 1 t irw'na-i -c in the proportion of female children and in adult 
was an important imrea :* . inlr/se lieim* most marked below the age of 

Sissgjgjgjga* 

CfSfe'propOTUouof girk 

portinn between 20 and ,W has uo^ lfie pw ,p 0 rtion between a 
tion 30 and 40 ha* decided * decreased as in the decade hefotv 

^ 20, of bringing young 

» tie “Siren to the citv has received a set-haek. though not a 

'“T'^'reve^ l'm vouno women and their child ren who were brought m 

*r!,™rio^ decade do not°«em to have been sent out again, tor the increases 
the previous■ i-e adt . thevoang ,. ir h who came in or were born m the 

et "wween 1901 and 1011 and the increase in the age 5—10 shows that the 

city tetw^n mi J _ tV , e , n< ,iectide. while the mark* ! incases 

movement toutiiiut 1 . . , t h (llder l>ae3 am0 ng those women who 

JTffSl l^fa^eeu 20 and» Stayed on 

« proportion of children and old people. -The figures showing the 

TLJl /children to married females in the reproductive ages are a use- 
proportion of chit f the population of an area not greatly affected 

value ill S3 a place as Calcutta Such Eguree 
% ZfT&S* indicating the proportiun of old people to those between » 
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and 40, a useful men sure of longevity, and t'.f married females ages 15- — 40 to 
females of all ages are given below for the last. 3 censuses:— 
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The figures indicate a distinct tendency towards the increase of the num¬ 
ber of married women in reproductive age's and of children in proportion to 
the numbers of both sexes in this age, but the most reliable measure of natural 
fecundity which die census figures supply, the proportion of children below 
10 to married females between 15 and 40 ‘ shows a decrease. The proportion 
of old people to adults from 15—hi shows a distinct tendency to decrease. 

34 Mean age,—The expression “ mean age " is used’ with its literal 
meaning, the average uge of those forming the population of a definite locali¬ 
ty at a particular time. Though it has no connection with “ mean expec¬ 
tation of life " t and is of little but academic interest, it forms a useful means 
of comparing the age-const itutiou of the population of different localities 
and of estimating the change in the age-constitution for the same locality 
from time to time. The mean ages for Calcutta bared on the crude figures 
of the census returns is given for males and females in the last line of Subsidi¬ 
ary Table V. hut the figures are repented in the marginal table and contrast¬ 
ed with the corresponding figures 
for the mean age also obtained 
direct from the census returns for 
Bengal, Bihar and Orissa together.. 
It will lie seen that the mean age of 
HR||R H the population of Calcutta is very 

much higher than for rural areas. This is due. of course, to the paucity 
of children. Outside the citv and its suburbs, the mean age of females is 
generally about the same as that of males. In Calcutta, on the other hand 
it is decidedly lower. Outside, the mean age fell very slightly between 
1001 and 1911. but has shown a tendency to fire in the last decade owing to 
the fall in the birth-rate of the last few years. On the other hand in 
Calcutta, the mean age has shown a decided tendency to decrease due to the 
increased proportion of persons below the age of about 40 and the decreased 
proportion of those who are older The fall, it will be noticed, was greater 
letween 1901 and 1011 than in the last decade, but it lias continued, "it has 
l>eeu greater in the case of females than in the case of males The fall of one 
year m the mean age of finales between 100] and 19H. is. in such a figure ,i 
very large one. and is significant of the strength of the movement in the direc¬ 
tion of bringing more voting women into the town. 

If the mean age of the population of Calcutta is to In? compared with the 
mean age of any section of the population of European countries 
America or the British Colonies, it must be the mean age based not on the 
crude figures obtained direct from the census returns, but on the adjusted 
figures as in paragraph 39 above The mean ace according to the 
graduated age distribution is 27 79 vears in the case of males and 211-30 years 
in the care of females. In spite of the paucity of children in Calcutta the 
mean age of the population is lower than in London for the population of 
which the mean age in 1011 was 29 34 years for males and 28 68 rear* for 
females These figures are but slightly higher than the mean ages'for Eng¬ 
land and ^ ales, whereas there is much greater difference between the mean 
ages in ( alcutta and ihe mean ages in Bengal as a whole. It will be noticed 
that in London the mean age for females is slightly higher than the mean n^e 
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BIRTH UATEs 




f or males. In Calcutta, the reverse is the case and the difference is a year 
alii a half against only some three months in the case of London 

35 Birth*ratel«-^Befer 6 Ece has already beea made to vital statistics 
in reform ** to the proportion of the TI 10 figures for the l^irth-ratc aiul 

the death-rate returned in Calcutta and its suburbs in each rear of the last 
decade are to 1* found in Subsidiary Table VH at the end of this chapter 
The means for the I evade of figures showing male births permi lie of the male 
population per annum and female births per mille of the female population 
per annum, lb l and 28*1), are distinctly higher than in the previous decade 
‘n the beginning of which thev were very low indeed. They were higher 
than the average in 1911 and fell steadily until 1916. the real fall being some- 
what greater than the figures show, for they are based for each year on the 
population in 1911, which must have increased somewhat as each year 
™Ud Thev rose abruptly in 191G and farther in 1917 Tiie i ise of prices 
in 1918 did not much affect the figures for that vear. but produced a decided 
reduction in 1919 and a further in 1920 in which year the rates were lower 
than in any other vear out of the ten The following table shows the birth- 
rare expressed as the number of births of both sexes per mille > ►£ the total popu¬ 
lation of 1911 in the City and the several Snburl s _ 
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The variations in the annual birth-rate for Calcutta city, Mamktola, 
Garden Reach and Howrah are illustrated in diagram No, 17 in which, for 
the sake of comparison, the level of the annual birth-rate in the Province as 
a whole is also shown. The birth-rate for every part of the city and its 
suburbs is very low compared with its level in the Province as a whole 
Variation* in birth-rates follow the economic condition of the population, and 
the noticeable fact that the birth-rate in Calcutta citv has varied less than m 
the Province as a whole is to be put down either to Calcutta not haying felt 

the changes in economic 
pressure "as much as the 
Province did as a whole t>r 
to the birth-rate in Calcutta 
showing lees elasticity in 
responding to such changes 
than outside. With the ex¬ 
cellent means of communic¬ 
ation of modern times, 
changes in the price of food 
stuffs and other necessities 
of life tain? place almost 
simultaneously in all parts 
of the Province ami in Cal¬ 
cutta. Moreover, a rise in 
the price of food-stuffs 
might be expected to hit 
Calcutta people harder 
than people outside who 
obtain most of their food 
from their own landa. 
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CHAPTER IV—HEX. AUE AND CIVIL CUSDIT1UM. 

I 


We should expects therefore that if it were equally elastic in l aleutta and out¬ 
side the birth-rate would change more rapidly and not less rapidly in Calcutta 
than outside with changes in prices. Since t his does not appear to he the ease 
we must conclude that the birth-rate m Calcutta shows less elasticity m res¬ 
ponse to changes in economic conditions than in other parts. It tollies tneie- 
fore that with the people who live in Calcutta there is a wider margin between 
means of subsistence and necessities of life than outside, m Other words, that 
the Calcutta people are decidedly better oS than the people of the Pro\ ince aa 

* "^That the birth*rate in Maniktola and Garden Reach is so much lower 
than in the citv is the more remarkable when it is remembered that the males 
are not in such excess in the Suburbs as in the City itselt Generally the 
variations in the birth-rate'from year to year in the several suburbs follow 
the direction of variation in the City and in the Province as a whole but m 
each of the three suburbs for which figures are illustrated in diagram No. 1 <- 
the variations are much wider than in the City, showing tliat the birth-rate has 
greater elasticity, or. in other words, that the margin between means of 
subsistence of necessities of ife is much less than in the Citv. The very 
decided rise in the birth-rate in 1916 in Calcutta and all its suburbs, coming a 
vear earlier than the corresponding rise in the rate for the Province as a 
wluile is significant of the fact that comparatively early in the war, l aleutta 
becranta taEe advantage of its position beyond the reach of danger and enter¬ 
ed®* a period of commercial and industrial activity and prosperity m which 
the Province as a whole shared only when the price of jute rose later. 
Moreover, this prosperity was sustained longer in Calcutta than in the Pro¬ 
vince as a whole. The weight of high prices reduced the birth-rate 
in Bengal to its minimum in 1919 and there was some recovery in 1920. 
In Calcutta commercial and industrial activity maintained the birth-rate* 
comparatively high in 1919, but it fell rapidly m 1920 when commercial and 
industrial stagnation ensued. The higher birth-rate in Tolly gunge and the- 
South Suburbs than in the other suburbs is only to be expected trom the much- 
greater proportion of females in the population. 


36 Death-rates.— The death-rates for Calcutta and its suburbs given 
in Subsidiary Table VII were very much lower for the years from 1911 to 
1917 than the average for the previous decade, and even the high mortality 
caused by the influenza epidemic at the end of the last decade was not able to 
raise the mean death-ratee for 1911-20 to the level of the mean rates for 1901- 
lfi There is. no doubt that there has been of recent years a very great 
improvement in the health of the city The low death-rates of 1010 and 191T 
Imd never been approached before. That the Suburbs have not shared in the- 
<*reat improvement which has been manifest in the City is shown by the 
fbmres of the following table in which death-rates are given as the number of 
deaths of male and female together per raille of the total population:— 
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The variations in the annual death-rates in Calcutta City, Maniktola, 
Garden Reach and Howrah are illustrated in diagram No 18 in which the- 
level of annual death-rates in the Province as a whole is also shown for the- 
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of comnarison There was a steady rise in the death-rate in Bengal as 
a whole fro£ 181. » .815 aud the to that ~ 

may be read as indicating 
n ' steady improvement 
in the conditions which 
make for the healthiness 
of the city. The years 
1916 and 1917 saw a great 
fall in the death*rate for 
the Province in which Cal¬ 
cutta shared. Then came t he 
influenza epidemic of 19 IS 
which raised the death- 
rate for 1918 in Calcutta 
and in the whole Province 
to just the same extent. 
The year 1919 saw an im¬ 
provement outside Calcutta 
but ni»t in it. In Calcutta, 
as in all the suburbs- there 
was greater mortality in 

1919 than in 191*. and in 

1920 also its level in Cal¬ 
cutta was as much above 
that in tlie Province as a 

whole as it had been ^in 1919-^ hung about longer and caused 

higher in Manitoba ^d l^P - J ra ther higher than in the City, 
The level m CosaMre-Chitpore to also t ^ Xollygunge and the South 
On the other hand, the rat** ra ^ decidedly lower than in Calcutta it- 
Suburbs have been, as they ou c ht Y , / ■ as has already been 

eelf. a b the high .noruhtyu> 3itaUttoU Jj“ J “ f heK W9S rLtive 

pointed out, a very senous _ l i , .. . ari ,| 1913 and it shared equal¬ 
ly some little improvement m Mantoola 1 - - * , b the d isi lbili- 

Iv with other parte in ffl point in the 

ties of 1913 and 1919 , but the t eu- l suburbs wore beginning to 

decade in 1920 when the lotion of Calcutta and SowraE in 

reduce their mortal tty. The direction of the varia- 

jespect of mortality are worT ■ ^i* f i eat h-rate in Howrah has been much the 
tions from year to year m ^ ^Xade passed" Howrah, which had formerly 
same as for the city, but_as- J h reached a position m 

shown a rather ower mortality than,tneu m*, the change in their 

«li t ^ ^ U .1^0 ° f Nether in 

relative to the lewd m 5K h “Lu r K r deaths in' them, for if it had been that 
loent. in l .«u - ■ U | peceut returns, the same would have 

Of deaths. The birth-rate figures 

gjielutleurno .udic causes.—Subsidiary Table VIII printed at 

„ ,i of t hi 3 chapter details the number of deaths returned during each 
^ar of the decade from plague, fever, pulmonary affections, dvsentery and 
year 01 lue . . j ^mall-box The suppression of palguein Calcutta has 
dmrrhcea. “4!reW on the average. 4,^0 deaths annually 

f?Sn'\d^efo ’the city, Cossipore-Chitpore. Maniktola and Garden Beach 
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between 1901 and 1910, and the figures for 1901, 1902 and 1903 were 7,883, 
7.278 and 8,222. The average figure for the last decade was only 612 for the 
City and all its suburbs including Howrah. ToHygunge and the 

South Suburbs and tor the last seven years of the decade 1814 to 

1®20 only 209, There are always sporadic cases of cholera especially 

towards* the end of the dry season. The number was somewhat 

reduced in 1916, 1917 and 1918, but there was something in the nature of an 
epidemic in 1919 when 5,384 persons died of the disease, twice as many as 
died annually of it on the average tor the other nine years of the decade. 
There were two outbreaks of small pox, one in 1914 and 1915 anil another iu 
1919 and 1920. Dysentery and diarrhoea take their regular toll and cause-. I 
an average of 4,317 deaths annually in the last ten years. The mortality 
from such diseases seems to have been slightly on the increase especially 
towards the south from which direction there have been frequent complaints 
of the insufficient supply of filtered water The mortality from fever lie tween 
1911 and 1917 was annually about 6,000 or a little over and from pulmonary 
affections about the same. In the year 191^. the deaths rose almost, and in 
1919 quite, to double the normal and did not greatly fall in 192<i The 
increased number of deaths represents approximately the mortality from the 
great outbreak of influenza which appeared in Calcutta first in June 1916, 
after touching almost every part of the world The first outbreak was com¬ 
paratively nuld, though it spread with remarkable rapidity and the wave 
spent itself in some three months. It was followed in October 191 % by \ 
second wave in which the disease took a much more virulent form. It frequent 
ly induced complications in heart, lungs, throat, intestines and other organs 
of the body and caused a great many deaths. Some fatal cases in which 
lungs and throat were affected were classed as deaths from pulnionarv 
affections, and most of the rest as deaths from fever for febrile symp*- 
toms were always much in evidence. A few, no doubt, were entered as due 
to other causes, but an estimate of the mortality from the disease, which 
continued through 1919 and into 1929, as the excess mortality from fever ami 
pulmonary affections in these three years over the normal for the 5 years 
previous may be considered a reasonably accurate one. Ac cording to such an 
estimate the*influenza epidemic caused some 32,000 deaths in Calcutta and its 
Suburbs. 

Civil Condition. 

38. The proportionate distribution of the persons of each sex and reli¬ 
gion in each period of age according as they are unmarried, married or wid¬ 
owed is given in Subssdary Table IX at the end of the chapter and their pro-) 
portionate distribution according to age and civil condition in Subsidiary 
Table X. while the figures of Subsidiary Table EX for 1921 are illustrated by 
diagram No. 19 on this page. Seeing that so large a proportion of the pop¬ 
ulation is recruited 
from outside the ciy. it 
would naturally be expect¬ 
ed that the proportions of 
unmarried, married and 
widowed in each section of 
the population in each sex 
and age period would be 
much the same as in the 
country outside, although 
the |peculiar constitution 
of the population accord¬ 
ing to sex and age would 
show itself in variations 
from the normal in the 
proportions of the sexes 
in each civil condi¬ 
tion, and in the distribution by civil condition of the numbers in 
all ages taken together Generally speaking this is the case. 
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The characteristics of the statistics of civil condition found generally 
in India the universality and the early age of marriage noticeable when 
the statistics are compart with those for European countries, and the high 
proportion of widowed females are apparent m the statistics for Calcutta as 
well as for other parts of the country- The number oi males without physical 
disability who pass through Ufe without being married is small 
and the number of females infinitesimal. More than a third of the females 
between 1U and 15 in Calcutta have been married and more than six-seveniiis 
of those between 15 and 20. A quarter of the males between la and 20 are 
married and more than three-quarters of those between 20 and 40. while on lv 
one in 30 of those who have passed the age of 40 has not been married. One- 
fifth of the women between 20 and 40 are widows ns are more than one-hall 
l“ ween 40 and 60 anti five-sixths of those over 60. Similar proportions are 
found "enerallv in India. There are. however, certain contrasts between the 
proportions in Calcutta and in the Province of Bengal as a whole which are 
LnSficant The proportions unmarried, married and widowed for each sex 
in^each age period in Bengal and in Calcutta are contrasted in the following 

table.— 

Civil condition or 1,000 of each sex in a«£ i*ekiod. 
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The high proportion married itmong the males in Calcutta of all ages, 006 per 

rniPe against only 462 per milk is -iue to the peculiar age distribution in the 
citv the small proportion of children and old people compared with adult 
males under 50/ It might have been expected that the proportion married 
the females would also be abnormally high since the number of child 
' is low That this is not so is a feature of the statistics which must not 
D'l-s unnoticed. The proportion of females returned as unmarried is at 
every a°e higher than in Bengal as a whole and the contrast becomes a stnk* 
ms ( ,newhCT adult ages are reached. Between 20 and 40. there are proper- 
lion a tel v nearly three tinier as many females unmarried m Calcutta as m 
Bemral as a whole. The explanation lies in the fact that a third of the prosti¬ 
tutes of that age returned themselves as unmarried and these alone represent 
more than half the total of unmarried fnmles in that age period. 
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It will be noticed that throughout the above table in the i case of erther 
sex the proportion unmarried is decidedly greater m Calcutta than m Bengal 
^ whole and one might be tempted to jump to the concision Chat cent act 
h Western civilization has raised the age of marriage in the city above that 
in the rural areas, but the fact that the proportion of both sexes unmarried 
remains higher in Calcutta than outside it throughout life shows at lea*t that 
oulv explanation of the figures. The number of MnAft 
are or were prostitute, or are intended to become prostitutes when they are 
old enough affect the figures for females in all ages. Among arsons ready 
settled in Calcutta the rerv fact that males are in such great excess naturally 
makes if -ore difficulty for a man to find a wife. Among immigrant males 
it only to be expected that the proportion wunarntd would be higher than 
iL ihe countrv districts from which they have come, tor the bachelor wttauily 
* n ,], j r cn ^ e f to tear himself awav from home than the man with a i-ne and 
farn 1 - Moreover in his own country, it is only poverty that interferes with 
the marriage of any healthy child, and it is espmally the poor man whom 
economic conditions drive in from rural areas to find a livelihood mi the_cit 
Such considerations alone afford sufficient explanation for the lower promo¬ 
tion married in Calcutta than outside and it would certainly not be safe to base 
the above mentioned conclusion on the statistics under discussion. LwdeiKe 
to support it should rather be sought in the variations in the proportions in 
each a«'e period found to have been married at successive census enumerations, 
and in the comparison of the statistics of marriage for the more advanced 
and the more backward sections of the community. The variations in the 
proportion married m each age period at the last three censuses are to be 
obtained from Subsidiary Table IX. It will be noticed that m the Iasi 
in Years there must have been a very decided increase in the iiimder <■; n.mm 
mai singes lielow the age of five It will be seen from Subsidiary I able Ml 
Unit such marriages take place most frequently among the mercantile classes 
represented in tire table bv the Aganvalas who are from up-country and the 
Sh&has who are of Bengali extraction, and among the Mttbammadaiis, rather 
uiore often among the better class ot them represented b\ the Saivads than 
anion" the rest. Partiv. no doubt, it is due to the great increase of recent 
years^in numbers of the up-country mercantile community who favour 
mm riage at a very early age that the increased number of infant marriages 
Is due. but it is not entirely so. There has been a decided decrease in the 
proportion of females between 5 and Iti in the whole population who are 
married, but in the case of males the figures for whom are the more useful m 
the present connection since the statistics for females are seyfar disurbed by the 
presence of prostitution, though the proportion between y and In who are 
married is considerably lower than in 1001, it is somewhat higher than y^ir -1 
a^o and among Muhammadans highar now than in 1001 or in 1901 I he 
figures in columns 9 and 27 of Subsidiary Table XII show how the lowest 
classes represented by the Doms have now taken to chiid-nmmage. and that 
while the mercantile classes and the Muhammadans still adhere to it stiong* 
lv, the higher classes have by no means given it up, and marriages under the 
of 1 - are common even among adherents to the Ttralinio Samaj and ln*nan 
Christians There is on the whole then very little evidence indeed to show 
child-marriage is becoming less frequent than formerly or that the effort 
of a small minoritv among the most enlightened section of the Indian comm mi 
ity m Calcutta towards discouraging chihl-mamage has had anv appreciable 
result even in the town itself. 
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SUBSIDIARY TABLE I.— Somber of FEMALBi' per I .of Hi maues at different aoe 

PERIODS BY BELIGIOJfS AT EACH OF THE LAST THREE CENSUSES. 
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CHAPTER IT. — SEX. AGE AND UYTL CONDITION 


SUBSIDIARY TABLE II.— Number of females per LOW! males fob 

CERTAIN SELECTED CASTES. 
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SUBSIDIARY TABLE ill.—V ital Statistics according to sex 
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<52 chapter iv —sex. age and ciytu condition. 


Subsidiary Table IV.—Deaths according to sex and age in jyis 
1914, lyir. l ;> lfi and iyia IN Calcutta City. 
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SUBSIDIARY TABLE V.— Age distribution of 10,000 of each sey in 

Calcutta and Sub crus. 
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Subsidiary Table VI,— Age distribution op LOQO of each sex 

IN CERTAIN CASTES. 
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SUBSIDIARY TABLE YIL— Birth and Death 
Rates for each sex in each year of tub decade. 

CALCUTTA WITH SUBURBS. 



SUBSIDIARY TABLE VIII.— Deaths according to their cause during each year 

OF THE DECADE. 
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CHAPTER IV-SEX. AGE AND CIVIL CONDITION. 


SUBSIDIARY TABLE IX.—Dlbteebvtjon in civil condition of Ujoo 
of each Sex. Religion and Main Age period at each of the last 
three Censuses. 
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SUBSIDIARY TABLE X.—Dtbtihbutton* by main age periods and 

CIVIL CONDITION OF 10,060 OF EACH SEX AND MAIN RELIGION. 
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CHAPTER IV —SEX, AGE AND CIVIL CONDITION 


SUBSIDIARY TABLE XI.— Propobtign of the sexes by civil 

CONDITION FOE THE MAIN RELIGIONS. 
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SUBSIDIARY TABLE XII.—Distribution of civil condition of 1,000 of each sex 

AT CERTAIN AGES FOR SELECTED CASTES. 

CALCUTTA AND SUBURBS. 
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CHAFFER V , — N AT i OS A LIT V, RACE AND CASTE. 


CHAPTER V. 


Nationality, Race and Caste. 

39. Introductory .--This chapter deals with the statistics in Table XIII 
of t he Census Tables Volume anil three subsidiary tables appear at the end of i t 
giving analyses of: — 

I. Variations in the numbers of the principal castes, tribes, and 
races since 1001. 

II. Variations in the numbers of Europeans in the several quarters 
of the City and Suburbs since 1001. 

III. Variations in the number of Anglo-Indians in the several quart¬ 
ers of the City and Suburbs since 1001. 

The population of Calcutta is indeed a heterogeneous agglomeration of 
races. In the Census of 1911, no less than 307 separate nationalities, races 
and castes were returned by the inhabitants, and it is probable that more were 
returned in 1921, though it was not considered worth while to compile figures 
showing separately the numbers belonging to castes with few representatives. 
The compilation of statistics for the castes of Indian races followed the 
arrangements made for the Province as a whole, which were that separate 
figures should * be compiled for each district for every Hindu caste, every 
Anioiist or Buddhist race or tribe and every section of the Muhammadan 
community, so numerous that its total approached one per miile of the popu¬ 
lation of the Province, and that separate figures should also lie given for 
other sections for anv district where one of them formed an important element 
of the district population. Following this arrangement, separate statistics 
were compiled and are presented in Census Table X J11 tor Calcutta for every 
section which formed one per mi He of the total population in Bengal or a pro¬ 
portion approaching that, and figures were added to show each other Indian 
caste which numl>ered as many as one per miile of Calcutta’s population in 
1911. As the numbers of Japanese, Chinese and European foreign races 
were not very great, it was not difficult to give details separately for each 
of them and this has also been done. Figures appear in Table XllI for 83 
Hindu Budhbist and Animist castes and races,, 7 sections of the Muham¬ 
madans, 12 other Asiatic races, English, Welsh, Scotch and Irish, the 
people of 0 British Dominions and of 17 non-Asiatic Foreign races. 

The numerous claims by various sections of the community to the names 
belonging to other castes or new names invented during the last thirty years 
and intended to define the caste as having a certain status among other castes, 
did not exercise the minds of the busy city population or create The same heart 
burnings as in rural areas, though the Shah as showed some anxiety to be 
called vaisya Shahas and to see that the Sunns should not be permitted to 
appear as Sbahas, and the Chari Kaibarttns or Mahisvas much anxiety that 
the Jalia Kaibarttas and others should not be permitted to use a name’which 
bore any resemblance to Mahisya. 
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Provinces. This is especially 

noticeable in respect of the function¬ 
al castes, Chamar, Goala, Tanti, 
l’atwa and Kamar and also the 
Khandaits, the Rajputs (Chhatri), 
Dosads, Basis, Kansans and ilie 
up-country merchants castes, Oswal 
Mahesri "and Agarwala. Among 
the Bengalis the lihadmlok are in great force. Brahmans, of course, include a 
number of up-country Brahmans, but they with the Kayasthas and Baidyas, 
who are all Bengalis, make up as many as 308,734 which must be halt 1 the 
total number of Bengali Hindus, The functional castes numerous in Ben¬ 
gal. Napit, Muehi, Btttradhar, Mayra etc., are proportionately as numer¬ 
ous in the city as outside, while Subarnabaniks and Gandhahaniks who are 
traditionally traders, Tells who are nowadays very commonly shop 
keepers and the sweeper castes are more numerous. The castes which 
are in proportionately very small numbers are the great cultivating castes, 
the Rajbansis of North Bengal and the Namasudras of Eastern Bengal, 
and the Eastern Bengal weaver caste the Jugis. Many of the Pods who 
are cultivators and boatmen and are very numerous in the 24-Parganas and 
Khulna do not seem to have come to Calcutta itself, though there are more 
of them in the suburbs, and the Chota Nagpur tribes, S out a Is, M undos, 
Bauris, etc., avoid the city. B<igdis on the other hand have come in 
considerable numbers. 

The Muhammadans, properly speaking, have do caste, but there are 
sections among them corresponding in some measure to the Hindu castes, 
some of them functional such as the Jolahas and Kulus. and others such as 
Pat bans, MoghaJs and Saiyads claiming to have* racial distinctions from 
others. The dividing lines are much less impassable than among Hindus, 
and there is no doubt that many Muhammadans avoided being returned 
as Jolaha, Kulu, etc., who should have been so returned, and called them 
Sheikhs, not onlv at this but at former censuses, though this was less a 
feature of the census in the case of Muhammadans in Calcutta t han in 
Eastern Bengal. The great majority of the Muhammadans in Calcutta 
and in its suburbs, 284,378 out of the total of 325,053 were returned as 
Sheikhs, 17.1)51 as Pathans, 5,683 as Saiyids, 5,506 as Jolahas and but 
small numbers by other designations, 

41. Comparison with the statistics of t®11 .—Because Howrah. Tolly- 
aing p and the South Suburban Municipality have this time l*en treated as 
suburbs of Calcutta, it is not possible to compare figures for the City and 
Suburb* with those of former censuses, but caste figures for Calcutta City for 
1921. 1911 and 1901 are placed in juxtaposition in columns 3. 4 and 5 of 
Subsidiary Table I at the end of the chapter, and the variations in the num- 
tiers of each caste in columns 6 and 7, There has been a great increase in 
the case of the Bengali Bhudralok castes especially during the last ten years. 
Brahmans, K&yasthaa and Baidyas increased by 2U 3 per cent. tS il per 
cent, and 21 S per cent, between 1901 and 1911. but between 1911 and 1921, 
their increases have been 21 ;1 per cent. 33-9 per cent, and 50 1 per cent. 
That the flood of up-country workers is receding and Bengalis are some¬ 
what regaining lost ground m the City is exemplified by the contrast bet¬ 
ween the increase in the number of iluchis and the decrease 
in the number of Chamars. Though Calcutta people we/e too 
ouey to excite themselves as greatly over caste claims as people 
in " rural areas, there are indications that in some cases the 
value of the statistics has been vitiated by individuals having returned 
their caste in a different manner from that in which it was returned 
on former occasions. There is no other possible explanation, for instance, 
for the decrease in the number of Aguris and the increase in the number of 
Khatris. the decrease in the number of Sunns and the increase in the minder 
of Shahas, and the decrease in the number of Kalus, who called themselves 
Teiis, Jolahas, who have called themselves Sheiks, and so on. Such indivi¬ 
duals did themselves no manner of good by their action, and it has not only viti¬ 
ated the comparison between the numbers of their castes at different times but 
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has thrown a suspicion of uncertainty upon the value of the comparison in the 
case of other castes. The apparent decrease in the numbers of Oswals, 
Agarwalas andMahesris is curious. It seems probable that numbers of them 
have this time been returned as Gandhabaniks, though, on the other hand, it 
may be that numbers of the latter returned thmseievs as Oswals. Agarwalas 
or Mahesris in 1911 when these three castes showed an increase, 
and the Gandhabaniks a decrease. There has, it will he noticed, been a dis¬ 
tinct decrease since 1911 in many of the castes which supply casual labourers 
and the like. Ba<rdi, Bhuiya, Kahar, Kaora. Koiri, Kurmi, Nunij'a, Pasi. 
It is true that all these come from the west, and that immigration from Bihar 
and the United Provinces has decreased, but the result has been partly pro¬ 
duced by the fact that trade was very slack at the time of the census and there 
were fewer goods to be handled than usual. Though their numbers are still 
verv small there has been an increase of the East Bengal castes, Namasudra 
and Jugi as also of the Kaibarttas 

42. Europeans and allied races.— The census statistics show 13.192 
persons of European and allied races and 14,88b Anglo-Indians in Calcutta 
and its suburbs. In enumerating such, it is not possible to ensure arriving at 
the correct figures for it is impossible to prevent some Indian Christians from 
returning themselves as Anglo-Indians and some Anglo-Indians from 
returning themselves as Europeans, Experience at former censuses in Iudia 
and that of 1911 in England showed how unsatisfactory was the arrangement 
by which census schedules were filled up by householders. This had been the 
arrangement for the enumeration of Europeans and Anglo-Indians hitherto 
used in India, but the less intelligent or well educated among them had made 
numerous mistakes and showed great carelessness on former occasions, 
and an attempt was made on this to arrange for the appointment of enumera¬ 
tors to deal with blocks consisting of the houses of Europeans, etc., in the 
wards where they were most numerous and were not of the better educated 
class. The Boy Scout Association undertook to supply the enumerators and 
to supervise their work. At the last moment it was, however, unable to send 
out enough Scouts to do more than part of the work, and its Scout Masters 
proved unreliable as Supervisors. Some Boy Scouts did good work, but 
European Police Sergeants in one part and paid men, Bengalis, in many 
others had to be employed to fill the gaps. In spite of what happened, there 
was no breakdown in the enumeration of the European blocks and the 
schedules filled up in them showed more accuracy and fewer marks of care¬ 
lessness than some of the schedules filled up even bv the better educated 
European householders. Schedules to be filled up in this manner were used 
in the better class European quarters and in parts where a few Europeans lived 
isolated among the Indian communities. They were distributed and 
collected again by the enumerators who were filling up the schedules for 
Indians it was in respect of these that, as has already been pointed out, 
there were omissions. The enumerators’ difficulties were sometimes with the 
Europeans themselves. They were even received in a hostile attitude bv some 
sorts of Europeans and some of the worst cases were those in which aliens, by 
which non-British Europeans is meant, were concerned, but the greatest 
trouble was caused by servants who kept putting the enumerators off or keep¬ 
ing them waiting by saying their master was out or could not be app r oached 
It seems that in some cases the schedules handed over to the servants never 
reached their masters and in others the schedules filled up by the householders 
were not returned by the servants to the enumerators. Advertisements put 
in the newspapers on the census day ami the two mornings following, request¬ 
ing that schedules found not to have been collected should be sent in by post, 
brought in a certain number but this did not set matters right. Managers of 
hostels and boarding houses, those in charge of boarding schools, and the like 
were made responsible by the Census Act for tbe enumeration of the occupants 
of their establishments, but they took their responsibilities in very different 
manners. The manager of Spence's Hotel filled up the schedules very care¬ 
fully with his own hand not only for visitors but for sen-ants. The manager 
of another Hotel, not a Britisher, had made the forms over to a Bengali 
clerk who left office at 6 in tbe evening of the census night after locking them 
up und putting the key in his pocket. The next morning they were blank but 
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the manager under a threat of prosecution filled them up in the course of the 
day. So much has been written on this subject to show that it was the Euro¬ 
pean community itself which was responsible for the fact that the enumera¬ 
tion of it was not as complete as was the enumeration of the Indian eommuni- 
It has already been mentioned that the omissions were perhaps 800. 


ties 


They were enough seriously to affect the figures of th European community, 
but not enough appreciably to affect the population of the City as a whole, 
and in respect of the census of the Province they were of no account at ail. 
Tbev were noticed at the time in the Press but were much exaggerated, and 
it was possible to disprove the few alleged instances of similar omissions 
amone other communities. The figures obtained show that there were 1,541 
fewer Europeans and 556 fewer Anglo-Indians in the city than in 1911. This 
reduction is due in part to the more careful discrimination between Euro¬ 
peans. Anglo-Indians and Indian Christians, made possible by the restricted 
use of schedules to he filled in bv householders themselves. There were 
moreover, 523 fewer Europeans mid 42 fewer Anglo-Indians in the Fort than 
in 1911, and. since trade was slack and there happened to be no ship in the 
river with passengers on board, there were 354 fewer Europeans and 63 fewer 
A tu'lo-Indians in the Port. There were 74 more Europeans and 215 more 
Angie-Indians in Cossi pore-Chit pore, Maniktola and Garden Reach than in 
1911 but the figures are not available to show how many ToHoygune and the 
South Suburban Municipalities contained at that time. 

The numbers of Europeans returned in each ward of the city and each of 
the suburban municipalities in 19*21 and 1911 is shown in Subsidiary Table II 
at the end of the chapter and the corresponding figures for Anglo-Indians in 
Subsidiary Table IIP Park Street, Ward 16, with 1.434. Fenwick Bazar, 
Ward 13/wiih 1,405 and Collinga. Ward 15, with 1,154 include the greatest 
numbers of Europeans, and the parts which follow are Waterloo Street, Ward 
12 with *97 the Fort with 877, Bhawanipore, Ward 22, with 732, the Port 
with 60S, BaUjgraise-ToUyajnge, frard 21, with 6?2, Victoria Terrace Ward 
17. with 609, Takola, Ward if, with 473 and Ahpore. Ward 23, with 4o2. 
The fkmres show a greatly increased number of Europeans in ten wick Bazar, 
Park street Ballvsimge 'and ALipore. The effect of more accurate discn- 
* mi nation between Anglo- 

Indians and Europeans 
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is seen in the comparison 
of the figures for 1911 and 
1921 in the marginal table. 
The Europeans m the three 
wards for which figures 
are given have been 
reduced bv 855 while Anglo-Indians have increased by 926, There are other 
wards in which Auglo-Iuhlans have increased and'Europeans decreased. 
Victoria Terrace, Waterloo Street and Watgunge, and it seems probable that 
the more accurate discrimination bett^ een the two classes has been responsible 
for reducing the number of Europeans by at least a thousand. The effect of 
the war is shown in the decrease in the numbers from the continent of Europe 

_ _ as is shown by the figures in tha 

margin, Portuguese have not been 
included as it is doubtful how many 
of them are really Europeans. The 
total of the numbers belonging to the 
nations mentioned has been reduced 
by 516. Taking omissions to have 
been SIX), allowing for the reduced 
European population of the Fort 
and the Fort and the more correct 
discrimination between Europeans 
and Anglo Indians, it would seem 
— that between 1911 and 1921 thenuin- 
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her of the British residents in Calcutta city including the Irish who must still 
be counted among the British, has increased by some 1,699. In 1911, with the 
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discrimination between Europeans and Anglo-Indians which has been exercis¬ 
ed at the census of 1921 and excluding the Fort and Pori population, the) 
could have been but little over 8,000 so that the increase has been about 20 per 
cent. 

The proportions between English, Wales, Scotch and Irish has varied 
considerably, The Irish in Calcutta were much more numerous in 1901 than 
they have been since owing to the fact that there was an Irish regiment in the 
Tort. This had teen replaced bv a Scotch regiment in 1911 and an English 
regiment occupied it in 1921. This is responsible for the fact that the Scotch 
in Calcutta City are now only 997 in place of 1.584 ten years ago. There are 
now 10 Englishmen to one Scotchman in the City but only 3 "Englishmen to 
one Scotchman in the Suburbs. In the City as well as in the Suburbs there is 
one Irishman to 15 Englishmen. British Colonials, Australians, New 
zealanderfl, Tasmanians. Canadians and South Africans have increased from 
138 in the City in 1911 to 276 in 1921. 

I 

43. The Armenians.— Calcutta City now has 966 Armenians anil the 
Suburbs 40. The City had 815 in 1911 so that there has been an increase by 
181 per cent. This flourishing community takes an active part in the business 
of the City and for its size owns a great "deal of house property. There has 
been a definite movement on its part into the European quarters which has 
added to the difficulty which Europeans have had of recent years in finding 
accommodation. 

44. Japanese and Americans. —When as at the beginning of the war 
India was cut off from supplies from enemy countries and could no longer ob¬ 
tain cheap German goods and Austrian glass and crockery, while the import of 
Swedish matches was reduced, the Japanese had a great opportunity of 
establishing themselves as India's suppliers of such goods. They took it. For 
they were able to produce cheaply and to sell such articles as matches, buttons, 
etc., which were attempted to be made in this country, at prices lower than ihe 
cost of making them in India. Japanese came to Calcutta in considerable 
numbers to push their country’s trade, but the articles which they produced 
were of sach bad quality and they were so often crooked in their dealings that 
it was easy to foretell what has since taken place, that as soon as supplies 
from other sources would again be available, their trade would begin to 
diminish almost as rapidly as ft has grown. The total number of Japanese in 
Calcutta in 191 i was hut 92. In 1921 it was 387. more than four times as 
many, but a year or two earlier it was still more. Americans also reafied 
considerable advantage in trade with India during the war, though they sup¬ 
plied machinery, motor ears, tinned food and such commodities and did not 
compete with the Japanese in supplying the same articles There is little 
indication that they will as rapidly lose their advantage The number of 
Americans in the city was 111 in 1911 and has risen to t73 while there are 19 
more in the suburbs. They have been included with Europeans in the figures 
in Subsidiary Table II at the end of the chapter. 

45. Chinese.— The Chinese are not traders but artizuns. especially car¬ 
penters and bootmakers. Compared with Indians they are ex<4llenl work¬ 
men. and are always able to find remunerative employ me nt iu spite of the 
difficulties of language which they meet, especially when thev first arrive, 
Their number in the City has increased from 2,437 in 1911 to 3.4711 bv some 
43 rier cent., and there are a few in the Suburbs who bring the total to 3,545,- 
38 per cent, of them are Confucians. 2 per cent, Christians and the 
Buddhists. 

46. Anglo-Indians.— Anglo-Indians were returned in rather "renter 
numbers than Europeans, 14.886 in the City and Suburbs and 13,621 in the 
City itself. The term replaces " Eurasian ” which was formerly in use to des¬ 
cribe persons of mixed European and Indian parentage and was in one wav a 
more useful term for it is required to include persons having the blood of other 
European races besides English in their reins. Anglo-Indians are most mimtr- 
ons in Bow Bazar. Ward 10. where there are 3.412. Taltola, Ward 14 where 
there are 1.902. Entally. Ward 19. where there are 1.692 and Fenwick 
Bazar. Ward 13. where there are 1,207 In 1911 there were as many a< t 530 
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in Kaluntola, Ward 8 but the clearing for the Oentral A^rnue ^plau‘1 
We number of them and there are now only boo m that waid There are 
verv few of them in the North End of the town and the number in Paddapiikm, 
Ward 11 has decreased from 1,100 to 704. There are also verj' few o It em 
in the southern suburbs and it seems that they avoid localities which pre¬ 
dominant lv Hindu. During the decade there has l»een a decided mo f * on 
their pan Wo Maniktola where there were only 3t) m Hill and are now 201- 
Their total number in the municipal area of ^lootta has decreased bj 
which is balanced in nan by the increase of 231 m Manihtolm The co m¬ 
munity cannot be saul to te a thriringone It is finding it merely diffi¬ 
cult to obtain employment and has suitered perhaps more than an 
the rise in prices and the difficulty of obtainmgUonso accommodation at 

reasonable cost. 
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chapter y.-natio.nalitt. caste and tribe. 
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SUBSIDIARY TABLE II.—> Variation is the s cub eh of Europeans and Allied 

Races, since 1911. 
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v £fAPTEli W—NATIONALITY, CASTE AND TRIBE. 


* 


SUBSIDIARY TABLE III.—VABLATION is tee snroEH of Anglo-Indians, since 1911. 
and the percentage of the total number in each Ward of Calcutta. 
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LANGUAGE. 




CHAPTER VI. 


Language, 






47 . Introductory.— -The cosmopolitan character of Calcutta's popula¬ 
tion is emphasised by the fact that no less than 37 difterent languages were 
returned as their mother tongues by its inhabitants. In this number, Muir 
dari, Sontall, Koda and Turn are counted separately though they are more 
correctly dialects of one language K hew an, but the remainder are all tiuly 
different languages. Thirtv four are languages ot India 4 are languages 
of Asiatic countries beyond India, and 14 are European languages. . lhe 
statistics are given in Census Table X. One subsidiary table is printed 
at the end of the chapter giving the proportions of the population speaking 
Bengali, Hindi or Urdu and English m each Ward of the City and each 
Suburban Municipality. . T i 

48 Distribution of the population by language.— An Indian language 
i, the mother tongue of 97 2 per cent, of the total population. Those spea king 
European languages are 2-35 percent, and those speaking mm-Indian Asia- 

. I-:-fL**?™.. 53-3 percent, of the people in Calcutta and bub- 

cent, Hindi or Urdu, and 4’b per cent, Oriya. 

' “ a thousand persons; Rajsthani 

Tetngu 4,733; Panjabi 3,01)1; 
Tanii l 2 “ >11 7Eastern Pharaia (Khao) 1,457; Kherwari <Mund^, SontalU 
Kod a and Tim dialects) 1.266 and Kurukli (Oraon) 1,016. English is 
the language of all hut 40(1 of those who returned European langurs. 

4^ Bengali-— Bengali is the mother tongue ot just under hall. 4« 3 pci 
cent, of the population of the City. The proportion is a shade higher otv.i per 
cent, in Howrah, but somewhat greater in the suburbs ni the *4da rganas^ 

proportion in each 
ward of the City and 
each Suburban Slunb 
cipality given in 
column 2 of the table 
at tiie end of the 
chapter is illustrated 
by the map in dia¬ 
gram No. 20. 'The 
proportion is highest 
in the South Subur¬ 
ban Municipality 
which includes areas 
almost rural in char¬ 
acter, has hardly 
been touched by in¬ 
dustrial develop¬ 
ments and has the 
lowest proportion of 
immigrants. Next 
comes the Wards of 
the North End of the 
City, where some 
three-quarters of Lhe 
population of Sham- 
pnkur, Kumartoli 
and Bartola talk 
Bengali. The pro¬ 
portion falls rapidly 

in flu* hncmftft* 


of the town but remains high in the Eastern Wards; Sukea Street, 58*9 per 
cen Jorasauko 617 percent,. Muchipara 65 7 per cent., and FaddapqU 
S?7 per cent. In all these wards, it k much higher than across the canal 
•J. vrlniktola 54 7 r*r cent., and Coesipore-Chitpore, 40-3 per cent. It 
SllViow in the European business and residental quarters, but is just over 
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chapter vl—language. 


half in Entailv and just under half in Beniapukur. In BaJlygunge-ToiLy- 
gunge, Bhcwanipore and Alipore it rises to 567 per cent*, 60:8 per cent., 
and 56*3 per cent, and to 60-8 per cent, in Tollygunge Municipality, but 
falls bslow half towards the Docks, in Ekhalpore 49-9 per cent., Watgunge 
46*4 per cent., and Garden Reach 44*5 per cent. 

In 1901, Bengali was the language of 51:3 per cent, of the eitv popula¬ 
tion. The proportion fell to 49’0 per cent, in 1901. so that it was rather lower 
It) years ago than it is to-day. Speaking generally, there has not been much 
change in the proportion in "the several wards, though it has distinctly risen 
in the North End of the town which Bengalis are gradually appropriating to 
themselves. It has fallen somewhat in Sukea Street. Ward: 4. but has risen 

in Muchipara and Puddapubur. 
It is much the same as it was in 
Jorabagan and Barabazar, but the 
clearing for the Central Avenue 
seems to have disturbed Bengalis 
more than others and there Is a 
decrease in K&lutola, though on 
the other hand there has been an 
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increase in Bow Bozar* In the European quarters the proportion is little 
changed. In the South Eastern Wards it has risen, for the number of up- 
country Muhammadans has fallen off In Bbowaniporc, Alipore and 

Ekbalpore there has been some 
reduction, but a large increase in 
Watgunge, where the areas cleared 
for the Dock displaced large num¬ 
bers of up-country coolies who lived 
in the huts South of the Canal, Tn 
Garden Beach those whose language 
was Bengali were 523 per mi l ie in 

__- _I. . * p* 
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"445! In Maniktola. the proportion has risen from 
lien in Cossipore-Chitpore from 456 to 403, Figures 


1001 . but are now only 

517 to 547, but it has fallen 
for Tollygunge. the South Suburbs and Howrah for 191! are not available, 



50. Hindi or Urdu. — That Hindi or Urdu is the mother tongue 
of as many as 37 '2 per cent, of the population of Calcutta and its Sub¬ 
urbs. though there is 
no ru^al area within 
100 miles in which 
the proportion is., 
more than some 2 
per cent, is eloquent 
of the fact that much 
of Calcutta's popula¬ 
tion is recruited from 
' a distance. The 
nearest district in 
which most of the 
people speak Hindi 
or Urdu is Bhagal- 
pur which is 170 
miles away. The 
proportion speaking 
Hindi or Urdu in 
each Ward of the 
City and each Sub¬ 
urban Municipality 
given in column S, 
of the table fat the 
end of the chapter 
is illustrated in dia¬ 
gram 2 L It w 
greatest in the small 
Hastings Ward and 

next in Bara bazar, 
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70 '0 per cent., and the adjoining wards, Jorabagan, 56 0 per cent, to the 
North. Kalutoln, 54 5 per cent, to the East, and .Waterloo Street. 66 S per 
cent, to the South. It is also very high in the European quarters, in Park 
Street r 52*2 per cent, and Victoria Terrace. 53 it per cent., and bur little 
lower in Fenwick Bazar 46 5 per cent., Collinga 4?-2 per cent, and Taltola 
4tt-7 per cent. It is 467 m Bemapukur, essentially a Muhammadan quar¬ 
ter, hut falls towards the South to rise again in the vicinity of the Docks to 
42-6 per cent, in Ekbalpore and 45 3 per cent in Watgunge, while among 
the Port population, it is as high as 58-0 per cent In the Suburbs taken 
together, it is higher than in the City and is 451 per cent, in Cossapore- 
Cbitpore, 40-3 per cent, in Maniktok and 41 4 per cent, in Howrah, for 
industrial concerns employing many up-country artizans and labourers arc 
now to be found in Howrah and further up and down the ilooghly rather 
than in the city itself. 

In 1901. Hindi or Urdu was the mother tongue of 40 5 per cent, of the 
population of the city. In 1011, the proportion rose to 417 per cent., but 
during the last ten years there has been a change, and it has fallen to 36 S. 
per cent. There has been a decrease of no less tlum 34,111 in the actual 
number who speak Hindi or Urdu, which shows that the flood of Hindus¬ 
tani speaking people who come to Calcutta to find a livelihood, has fallen 
of very much during the last ten years. The decrease in the proportion has 
been most noticeable in the North End of the town, though there has been 
an increase in Bara bazar, and in Jorasanko and Waterloo Street to the 
North and South of it. as well a slight increase in Sufeea Street and a larger 
one in Bowbazar. Ln Taltola, Collinga an l Park Street, there has been a 
decided decrease. An important change in the direction of a decrease has 
come about in Entally and Beuiapukur and there has been a decrease in 
Ball yennge-ToIlygunge' but, on the other hand, considerable increase in 
Bbowanipore and Allpore and a large decrease in Wat gunge, ln Cossi- 
pnre-Chitpore, Maniktok and Garden Reach, the proportion has fallen, 
but it has risen very much in Howrah. The statistics of language reveal a 
tendency for the Bengalis and the up-country people to draw apart in the 
City, as the statistics"by religions indicates that Hindus and Muhammadans 
are tending to do. 

51. English,— The proportion whose language is English is 2-3 in the 
City and Suburbs, but there are few English in the Suburb® and the proportion 
in the City is 37 per cent. The proportion in each Ward is shown in the 
fourth column of the table at the end of this chapter. More than a third of 
the population of Victoria Terrace and Park Street returned English ns their 
mother tongue and almost a third of the population of the Fort. The pro¬ 
portion was 2«-2 per cent, in Collinga, 19 2 per cent, in Waterloo Street, 14 2 
per cent, iu Barabazar, 10 -S per cent, in Fenwick Bazar and smaller propor¬ 
tions elsewhere. In 1911, the proportion speaking English in the City as a 
whole was returned the some os m 1921, but the proportion inside Low^r 
Circular Road has risen by reason of the fact that Europeans are now living 
at much closer quarters than ten years ago and are keeping fewer servants 
each. The proportion speaking Hindi or Urdu in this part of the City has 
fallen for the same reason, but not die proportion speaking Bengali for Euro- 
peons employ few Bengali speaking servants. The proportion whose langu¬ 
age is English has also risen in Ballygunge and has doubled itself in Aliporc 
since Europeans have taken to living so far out 
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CHAPTER VII, 

Education. 

«r 

52. Introductory. —This Chapter deals with the statistics of Census 
Table VIII giving the numbers literate, illiterate and literate in English 
according to age and religion and Census Table IX giving the same statistics 
according to caste but without reference to age. Four subsidiary tables are 
printed at the end of the chapter in which are analysed by means of propor- 
donate figures:— 

I Education by age. sex and religion: 

II English Education by sex and age: 

III. Progress by Education since 18? i; and 

TV. Education by caste. 

At the census in 1881 and in 1891. the population was divided into three 
classes: "Illiterate/ Learning" ami *■ Literate 1 Those under instruc¬ 
tion either at home or at school or college were entered as learning to what¬ 
ever stage their education had progressed. Those no longer under instruc¬ 
tion who could read and write were recorded “ Literate." and the rest 
M Illiterate ” It was found however that, in spite of instructions, enumera¬ 
tors wrote down as illiterate children who had just begun to learn, and as 
literate those who certainly could read anil write but were still proceeding 
with more advanced studies .with the result that the nunler returned as 
" Learning’ 1 was far less than the number shown by the returns of the Edu¬ 
cation Department as being under instruction in schools and colleges. 
Accordingly in 1991 and since statistics have been prepared only for the two 
main categories. “ Literate " and " Illiterate/ 3 the former being those who 
can both read and write and the latter those who cannot. In 1911 and 1921. 
but not in 19m, a standard was prescribed namely, that only those whose 
education had gone so far as to make them able to write a letter to a friend 
and read the answer to it should he returned as literate. If strictly applied, 
this standard would exclude a number of persons, the large body, for instance, 
who can read but have not got further with their writing than signing their 
names or keeping accounts. Such persons were probably returned as lite¬ 
rate in 1901, hut the comparison between the figures of 1901 and 1911 renders 
it probable that the new standard has not been as strictly applied by the 
enumerators as it might have been. It will be noticed that in the subsidiary 
tables at the end of the chapter, the proportion of literates is given per tnille 
of the population aged 5 and over, instead of per mi He of the population of 
all ages as in former census reports. The change was made to bring the 
manner of setting forth such statist ics into line with that commonly in use in 
European countries. To obtain these figures it has been assumed that none 
who were returned as literate were below the age of five, and the proportion 
has been calculated bv dividing the number of literates by the number accord- 
mu to the statistics of Table VII who were returned as aged 5 and over 
Tlie proportion for former census given in the sub-tables nave been obtain- 
t*d in the same manner. The adoption of this innovation has entailed the 
introduction of the element of uncertainty as to age into the statistics of 
literacy, but on the other hand it has secured the advantage that the statistics 
for two localities may be compared without the necessity for making allow ¬ 
ances for the different proportions of voting children in each. The anomalies 
m the age returns have shown themselves much the same all over India and at 
each successive enumeration, so that their existence does not vitiate compari¬ 
son between the statistics of different parts of the country at different times, 
though some adjustment is necessary before a strictly justifiable comparison 
can be made with the figures for European countries. 

53 General distribution and variation.— In all 472,965 persons out of 
the I 327,547 inhabitants of Calcutta and its Suburbs are literate The number 
per milk aged 5 and over is 385 but the proportion is very different for the 
two sexes For males it is 465 but for females only 214 In the matter of 
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education not on]? is Calcutta City much in advance of its Suburbs, but the 

disproportion between ihe progress 
of education among males and 
females is less marked in the City 
than in the Suburbs. Considerably 
mure than half the males in the City 
over the age of 5 can read and write 
and more than a quarter of the 
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females In Howrah not quite a third of the males over five and only one in 
eight of the females can do so, and in all the Suburbs in the 2^Farganas the 
proportions are considerably lower still. In the Province as a whole the 
corresponding proportions are 1 SI literate per mille males aged 5 and over 
21 per mille females and 104 per anile of both sexes, so that the Metropolis 
is much in advance of the rest of the Province in the education of its males, 
and, while education is still only just beginning to make an impression on the 
female population outside, in Calcutta it is well advanced. 

Since Tollygunge, the South Suburbs and Howrah were not treated as 
suburbs on former occasions it is not possible to obtain figures to show the 
progress of education in the City with its suburbs. It is possible, however, 
to give an analysis of the progress of education in the City and this is done in 
Subsidiary Table III at ihe end of this chapter. To obtain the proportion 
literate from the figures for 1881 and 1691 those who were returned as 
" learning " and whose age was above 15 have teen treated as literate and 
those of them whose age was below 15 as illiterate. The figures show that 
there was a decrease in the proportion of literates tetween 1661 and 1891 and 
again in the case of males in the next decade. As there was no change in the 
standard between 1861 and 1891 it must be assumed that the change which the 
figures show was a real one, and it is not difficult to account feu* it in the 
increasing flood of uneducated immigrants in search of employment as art i- 
zadb and labourers* This flood continued to increase in force up to 1911, and 
the standard literacy for census purposes having been raised between 1901 
and 1011, the progress in education in the decade must have been even greater 
than the figures indicate. The progress has been continued in the fast 10 
years, and no less than 112 per mi lie lias been added to proportion of literates 
per mille aged 5 and oyer. It has become slightly more noticeable through 
the reduced immigration of illiterates to engage'in manual labour, but is 
witness of the great progress which Calcutta is making towards civilization. 
The progress of female education is even more remarkable. For every two 
women per mille who were literate in 1911 there are now three, and the Elemen¬ 
tary Education of females is now nearly on the same level in the Citv as was 
that of males 29 years ago. 

In the matter of education Madras has shown itself in the past the most 
advanced of the great cities of India. Calcutta has now passed it in the 
extent of education among its females, of whom 271 per mille aged 5 and over 
are literate against 250 in Madras, hut in male education Madras still has a 
long lead with 737 literates per mille males aged 5 and over against Calcutta's 
535. The proportion of females to males is, however, much greater in Madras 
than in Calcutta with the result that when both sexes are taken together 
Calcutta has as many as 450 literate per mille aged 5 and over against 
507 in Madras. Id the matter of education Bombay is far behind. There 
are numerous mills and factories within the City's limits which employ large 
bodies of uneducated artisans, and among the whole population there are no 
more than 241 literate per mille aged 5 ami over, 

54 Literacy by Religion.— The number of literates ami the iota] popu¬ 
lation of each religion in the City and Suburbs are given in the marginal Table 
77 5 per cent, of the literates are Hindus and 13-3 per cent Muham¬ 
madans, Though Christiana are only about one to every eight Mulmm- 

madans. they sup ply'more than half as 
many to the number of literates, 7 l 
per tent, of the total. The adherents 
to other religions are in much smaller 
numbers and the supply a much smaller 
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quota of literates. The proportion of 
literates per mille aged 5 and over is 
given for each religion for the City, 
the Suburbs in the 24-Parganiis and 
Howrah iu. Sub-Table I, ami the pro¬ 
portions for the City are illustrated in 
diagram No. 22. the Pars is take the 
lead though they are not included in 
? so small. Alter them come the 
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Christians who are not Indians, and the reason that Pams have the lead of 
them in the matter of literacy is that thev have a proportionately greater 
number between the ages of 5 and 10. There are proportionately fewer of 
them over 10 who are illiterate than among the Parsis. but the number is not 
altogether insignificant for there were 27S males and 301 females among 
Europeans, Armenians and Anglo-Indians over 10 years of age in the City 
who were returned as unable to read and write. Next to the non-Indian 
Christians come the Brabmos among whom Elementary education has gone 
as far in the case of females as in the case of males. The Jewish community 
is j n advance of the Jains for education among the women of the latter com¬ 
munity is very much more backward than among the former, though literacy 
among Jain males is practically as frequent as among Europeans and Anglo- 
Indians. Among Indian Christians not quite fib per cent, of the males over 
y vears of age can read and write, hut the projmrtion .among females is almost 
as trreat, mid for both sexes together Indian Christians are. therefore, well 
ahead of Budhist*. Sikhs and the great body of the Hindus though in each 
tbe proportion of literates among males i> about the same Literacy among 
Hindu women is rather more common than among Budliists and Si kb women 
and the proportion for them is almost exactly the same as the proportion 
for females of all religions, while literacy among Hindu males is rather 
higher than the average. The Muhammadans come very far behind th* 
Hindus. The proportion of literates among their males over 5 is barely half 
as ^reat as among Hindu males, and among their females only a third as great 
as'among Hindu females, Animists as usual outside the city also are very 

nearlv all illiterate. . V -. • 

In the Suburbs. Christians both Indians and others, and the few Brahmos 
Sikhs and Jains that are to be found, show generally about the same propor¬ 
tions of literates as in the City. The reduced-proportion inthe Suburbs is 
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found among the Hindus and Muhammadans. Literates per mille males aged 
5 and over are but little more than half as many both among Hindus and 
Muhammadans in the Suburbs as they are in the City, and the proportion 
among females, especially in the case of Muhammadans, is further reduced. 
In the Suburbs in the iH-Panjanas there is not one in fifty Muhammadan 
females aged 5 and over who can read and write and only one in forty in 
Howrah. The proportion is one in nine Hindu females aged 5 and over in' the 
Suburbs in the 24-Parganas, and one in seven in Howrah against more than 
one in four in the city . • 

55, Education by caste. — There are Hindus in Calcutta belonging to a 
great many different castes including some in every part of the social” scale 
from the Brahmans at the top to the sweeper castes at the bottom and there* 
is great variety in the proportion of literates among them. In the following 
table is given the number who are literate per mille males and females of ail 
ages in each of the Hindu castes and corresponding sections among the 
Muhammadans found in large numbers in the City and its Suburbs^ The 
caries are placed in the order of the proportion literate among the males 
in each:— 
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Iti male vernacular education the Bengali ifhaatmoti castes ami tue 
mercantile cartes take the lead together. The Baidyas come tost hut the 
Os w a Is atul Subaroabaniks come before the Brahmins. the btoduui .ami 
Mahesrrs also before the Kaynsthasand the Agar wallas clo.^e behind th^m. 
The nest caste is Tambuli which in Calcutta is composed of dealers in gram, 
lime and such commodities and shopkeepers. In temale education the Ce il r ! 
Bhwlralok are well in front. The up-country mercantile classes, Oswal, 
Mahesri and Aearwala pay little attention to the education of their women 
folk who are very strictly deluded behind the pardah. There are, however, 
more literate women among the Bengali merchant classes, It is perhaps 
unexpected that so large a proportion of t he Ivapalis, Kansans, Jpg 19 * T antis. 
Kamai Son ar , and fdisVho live in Calcutta can read and write, but even 
outside the City these castes are much more often literate than the cultiva¬ 
tors and those"of them who have come to Calcutta are generally engaged u 
business connected with their traditional caste occupation on a scale large 
enough to make it necessary for them to be able to keep accounts. Education 
among females of these castes in Calcutta, n will be noticed, if a'longf way 
behind that among males. More than a third of the males among the 
Sotradhars, Naptis, Malis, and Kumhars are literate, but the proportion is 
smaller in the case of the other functional castes, who are either m a ver) 
^iinilJ wav of business or more commonly the employees of others, boala*. 
Dhobas. Lohars. Muchis and Chamars. It is low also among the latouxmg 
classes and boatmen. Kahars, Maloa, Bagdis. Tiyars, Banns. Korns. Patois, 
Nimivas. Mallas, Bhuivas. and Pasis. and lowest of all among the few abori- 
mifes from Chota Nagpur who come to the city Among the sweeper castes 
Tt is perhaps not as low as might have been expected, though there is practical- 
Iv no education of females among the Lalbegis, poms, Bhuimalw and Ham. 
the level of education among males of the cultivating classes is generally 
much higher in Calcutta thau outside, for they are few and the ones who have 
come m would naturally be expected to be the better educated among them 
Their females are not often literate among the Cham Kaibarttas, Pods, 
Namasudras , Rajbansis, and Chasadhobas nor among the J ah a Kaibarttas, 
and female education is very backward compared with male education in the 
case of A guns and Rajputs. The Saiyads, generally Muhammadans of the 
better class, are considerably in advance of the rest of the community and the 
Beharas ore more often literate than the greater body oi ftheikhs. 

The Statistics of Literacy bv caste for 1911 and 1921 are compared m 
Subsidiary Table IV There has been progress in every section of the com¬ 
munity for which statistics are available for the purpose of comparison. The 
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proportion has gone down, however among Kay as thu males, possibly because 
some persons ot lower castes have now returned themselves as Kayasthas, 
anil among the males of the Kansan and the Mali castes- Generally speak¬ 
ing progress has been much more noticeable in the education of females than 
of males in the castes whose standard of male education is high, among the 
Oswais, Agarwalas, Subamabaniks, Sunris, Telia, and Tambulis ot the 
mercantile classes, among the Brahmans and Baidyas and among the Iwst edu¬ 
cated of the functional castes for example the Tantis and the Sutra dinars On 
the other hand progress has been more noticeable among males than among 
females in the more backward castes, for examples the Dliobas. Chasi. Kat- 
barttas, Jalia Kaibarttas, Kahars. Dosads, Mtiehis, and Do ms 

5*5. Literacy according to age.— The Statistics of Literacy by age pre¬ 
sent one curious feature. The proportion who can read and write rises through 
the age periods 5-10, 10-15 and 15-20 but then drops again Thk U no; due 
to lapse from literacy and a clue to the true explanation in the case of males is 
to be found in the fact that the drop is greater m Howrah than in the City and 
that there is a drop in the case of Hindus, but not in the case of Muhammadans 
The cause is the influx of a body of illiterate immigrants in search of employ¬ 
ment, most of whom are Hindus. The drop in 1911 in the City was from 47u 
literates per mille aged 15-20 to 417 per ml lie aged 20 and over. This time 
it is but from 559 per mille aged 15-20 to 540 per mille aged 20 ami over, 
showing how much less is the effect of this flood of illiterate immigrants now 
than 10 years ago The corresponding drop in the case of females Ls a greater 
one. from 555 to 251 in the City, from 155 to -'2 in the Suburbs In the 
24-Parganas and from 15S to 115 in Howrah, and it comes from a totally 
different cause, The influx of coolie women is quite insufficient to explain it 
and the reason for it is that Female Education is non ■ itfrelv an umova- 
tion. and women over 2d had not the same opportunity o? te-urning in their 
childhood as the younger generation Lapse trooi literacy may have contri¬ 
buted. for the education of a girl stops very early. She becomes a woman at 
14 and her schooling except in very rare instances finishes before that, so that 
she may often forget what she has learnt among the duties and responsibili¬ 
ties of her home which she asumes so carlv. The earlv age at which the girl's 
education ^tops is the explanation of the fact among Hindus, Parais and Jains 
the proportion of literate females is greater between lij and 15 than between 15 
and 20, 

57. English Education.— More than one in every five over the age of 
5 years among the population of Calcutta can read and write English. The 
proportion is but half as great in Howrah and a third as great in the Suburbs 
in the 24-Parganas It the European, Armenian and Anglo-Indian popula¬ 
tion of the City is excluded the number among the rest who are literate in 
English is 242 per mills males aged 5 and over 34 per mille females aged 5 and 
over. In the knowledge of English Christians, more than two-thirds"of whom 
are wholly or partly of English extraction, naturally take the lead, but it is 
interesting to note that there are as many as 1,937 persons. 1.134 nudes and 
803 females who are Christians other than Indian Christians and can read and 
write another language but are not literate in English. The majoritv of 
Parsis. Jews and Brahmos can read and write English, the proportion being 
almost three-quarters in the case of male Parsis. 492 per milk of the Indian 
Christians over five years of age can do the same. 459 per mille of the males 
and 335 per mille of the females Among Hindus 295 per mille of the males 
over 5 are literate in English against 242 in the whole Indian population and 
39 per mille females over 5 against 34 in the Indian population. Muham¬ 
madans are far behind, the proportion being only two-fifths of that in the 
whole Indian population in the case of males and one-half in the case of 
females. Only half as many among the Jain males know English as among 
the Hindu mates, but ou the other band literacy in English among their 
females is further advanced than among Hindu female* 

Among the Hindu castes those which include the greatest number who 
can read and write English are the Baidyas 4,919 per 19.000 aged 5 and over 
th* Kayasthas 3.393, and the Brahmans 3.053. and these three Bhadralok 
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castes accoimt for more than two-thirds. 69 2 per cent, of the Indians who are 
literate in English in the City and Suburbs. The mercantile classes make up 
much of the rest* the Shah as with 2,598 per 10,000, the Subarnabamks with 
2,481, the Sunris w ith 1,548 and the Gamlhabaniks with 1,475 being in advance 
ol tne up-country inercnants, t lie Agarwalas with 789, the Qswais with G40 
and the Mahesris with 547. and it may be noticed that the education oi 
females of these castes in English is almost non-existent' Many other castes 
come before the last three, for Sadgops with 2.113. Kapalis with 2,089, 
Tambulis with 2,481, Khatris with 1,591, T antis with 1,501, A cur is with 
1,366, Bands with 1,353, .Jugis with 1,296 and even Kamars with 1,109, 
Suliras with 1.081. Telis with 1,077 and Mavras with 1,018, have more than 
10 per of tit. of their number capable of reading and writing English. 
English education is closed to no caste. Some males even among the Bagdis, 
Baum. Xuniyas, Chaioars. Muchis. Boms and Haris now have a knowledge 
of English. Among the Muhammadans more of the Saiyads than of other 
set (ions have beep educated in English, and both among their males and their 
females almost half of those who can read and write at ail. can also read and 
write English. Among the Behara males English education l as also gone far 
but none of their women have learnt the language. 

58. Progress of English Education.— Twenty years ago only 1,401 per 
10,000 of the males iu the City aged 5 and over and 506 of the females were 
literate in English. The proportion in 1911 were 1,931 for males and 624 i(jr 
females and in 1921.2.619 for males and 798 for females. The progress in the 
Suburbs in the 24-Pargaaas has been as fast, though in the case of females 
especially it is very far behind. In Howrah English education in 1911 almost 
reached the same standard as in the City for males, but for both males and 
females it has fallen off during the hist ten years. 

59. English Education and age. — It is remarkable that literacy in 
English is acquired in Calcutta at a very early age Both in the City and in 
the Suburbs the proportion literate in English is greater between the ages of 
10 and 15 than above the age of 20. In the ease of males the influx of 
uneducated adult emigrants is responsible. In the case of females the novelty 
of English education and the early age at which schooling comes to an end 
is emphasized by the fact that among females the proportion literate in English 
is distinctly higher between the ages of 16 and 15 than between the ages of 
15 and 20 / 
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SUBSIDIARY TABLE I.—EdccaTIOS by age. sex and reUGION. 
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SUBSIDIARY TABLE II.— English education b*' age, sex asd 
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SUBSIDIARY TABLE III,—Prooeess OF education. 
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SUBSIDIARY TABLE IV —EbtTCATlOS by caste, 
i ft i For those c.tHes for which statistics of aye are tuuiiabie. 


CALCUTTA AND SUBURBS, 
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SUBSIDIARY TABLE IV- 

(b) For other castes. 

CALCUTTA AND SUBURBS, 
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SUBSIDIARY TABLE IV—conduct. 

i&> For other caste# —concluded, 

CALCUTTA AND SUBURBS— ■ vttuJnL 
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CHAPTER VIM. 


Infirmities. 


fiO. Introductory.—As at previous censuses, lour infirmities were record¬ 
ed . viz., insanity, deaf-mutism, total blindness and leprosy. A change baa been 
made at this census, for all deaf and dumb were enumerated as such in place 
of only those who bad been deaf anti dumb from birth, lhe difference is not 
an important one, for though many persons become deaf in later years, very 
few lose the power of speech after they have once attained to it. and the change 
was made owing to the difficulty which arose in enquiring whether such per¬ 
son* had been afflicted from birth or not. which was thought to result m a 
number bein>* wrongly excluded because the enumerator bad not been able 
to satisfy himself that'the afflictions had been present from earliest childhood. 
-V* on previous occasions meticulous instructions were issued to prevent those 
sufferin'’' from leu co derm a and similar afflictions being returned as lepers 
The diagnosis of leprosv in its early stages is not easy to the layman in medi¬ 
cal science, and the enumerators were only required to write a man down as 
leper when his disease bad reached the ulcerous stage The statistics oi 
infirmities are to be found in Tables XII and XIf A. of the Census Tables 
Volume and are analysed in three subsidiary tables ai the end of this chapter 
showing- 

I The number of afflicted per 100,000 of the population at each oi 
the last four censuses, 

II. The number afflicted per 100,000 in each age period and the pro 
portion of female to male sufferer? at each census. 

Ill The distribution of the infirm according to age per 10,000 of each 
sex. 


In these tables, figures are given separately for Calcutta, for the Suburbs in 
the 24-Pargauas, and for Howrah for 1021, but owing to the fact that Tolly- 
giio^e, the South Suburban Municipality and Howrah were not accounted 
suburbs of Calcutta at previous censuses, the figures for lfiill and 1011 for 
♦he Suburbs in the 24-Parganas refer only to Cossi pore-Chi tpur, Manicktola 
and Garden Reach, and the corresponding figures for Howrah are not avail¬ 
able. 


61. General Distribution.— Altogether 2,324 persons in the City and 
Suburbs were returned as suffering from one or more of the four infirmities, 

among whom 13 unfortunate beings were doubly 
afflicted, !>., suffered both from insanity and 
leprosy, or from insanity and deaf-mutism, or 
were both blind and lepers, or were blind and 
deaf-mutes, or were deaf-mutes and lepers or 
were insane and blind. The distribution between 
Calcutta and its Suburbs is shown in the margi¬ 
nal table. 
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62. Insanity. —The number of insane persons in Calcutta is slightly less 
than in 1011, but not so much less as it might have been expected to be since 
the Bhowanipore Asylum for European and Anglo-Indian lunatics has become 
no more than a receiving station and place of observation from which proved 
lunatics are drafted to Ranchi. The proportion of the insane to the total 
population is, however, much less than it was in 1801 and 1901 and much 
lower than in the Province as a whole. In Calcutta, it is about the same for 
males as for females, but outside, it is much higher for females than for 
males. The proportion of the insane in the Suburbs in 24-Paganas 
is verv much greater than in the City and it is also considerably 
greater in Howrah. Since 1901, it has much increased in the Suburbs m 
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,t,P -24-Palianas. Insanity in Calcutta increases with age. In the Province 
as awholefhe proportion u; Wit between the ages oi *3 am I 3u and, i he re 

after, »eoneulerably wdueeTU «hi. doe, m »W«" “ *• «l« 
cnii-i though the numters dealt with are perhaps too small to JuaUfj hi aw 
lTc«X£n*%Z then. Formerly, the existence of the Bh-am^re 
Asylum inflated the proportion of insane among Anglo-Indians and Enr< 
peans and it stood considerably higher than it stood among Indian comiuum- 
ties. This no longer the case. Among the castes for which Tabk XILV 
was prepared the Kavasthas and the Shetklis, (Muhammadans) include the 
treater numbers of ihsane persona, but these numbers again arenm Inrge 
enough for the proportions in each caste to be valuable for statistical ) i 

1 ° S 63, Deaf -mutism,—There has been a large increase in the number of 
deaf-mutes according to the Census of 1921. This is, no doubt, largely due t 
the change which was made in reference to the record of such persons, but 
it seems likely that ther, has been a real increase m the 
persons. They are touch more frequently to be found inthe C 
it. Suburbs/ That tbe City contains as many as 4 Tb of th^e poor 
creatures manv of whom are homeless beggars would be reckoned a 
blot on the civilisation of a European town. The age-distribution of deal- 
mutes in Calcutta is abnormal. Deaf-mutes ore usually short-lived. but 
in Calcutta the proportion between them and the una filleted increase? with 
a»e and though it is possible that numbers suffering tram seme deafness 
and the decay of their other faculties may have been returned as deal-mutes, 
ir seems that numbers of these unfortunates must have been sent down to 
Calcutta by relations no longer willing to support them, to earn their own 

l" 1 fev hegg 1 nty . _ t ^ 

64 Blindness.—The number of the Blind in Calcutta is a considerably 
less proportion of the population than in the Suburbs and at least m the ease of 
nvil^ iI lower than in the Province us a whole. That, the number in Cal- 
mta is Terr much less than in 1901 or in IflU » to be put down to the 
efforts of medical skill, for operations for cataract are frequently carried out 
if the hospitals. The fact that the proportion blind is much higher among 
ir males than among males is due partly to the facL that men suffering from 
cataract have recourse to the surgeon more freely than women and partly to 
Jhe hfe women lead in Calcutta,"shut up as they are m small dark rooms 
often filled with the acrid smoke of cowdung fires at which they cook then 
food In the Province as a whole there are more men blind than women. 

05 Leprosy.—Of the 299 lepers in Calcutta city, 197 males and 02 
females, the inmates of the Gobra Leper Asylum accounted for more than hall 
, i ssi—109 males and 30 females. The number of lepers at large m the Utj 
at the time of the census was therefore 120—88 males and 32 females and the 
oronortian they bore to the total population was 14 per 190,990 for males 
L 11 per 168,000 in the case of females. The proportion arnor^ males is 
le<s than in any district of the Province except Bakargasn, NoakhaU. Raj- 
a k fl K; H11 d Dina ipur. The proportion among females is, however, lower in 
several district/ Noakhali. Bakarganj, Tippera. Chittagong, Farid pur. 
Khulna, .lessorc, Dacca. Pabna, Bogra, Rajsbahi, Dmajpur and Hooghly 
than in Calcutta. The proportions in the City have changed very little in 
tlie Inst 20 vears. The proportions in the Suburbs in the 24-Pnrganas are 1J 
per 100 OOP for males and 4 per 100,000 for females and the proportions in 
Howrah 20 and la. The greatest number of lepers are between the age* of 
25 and 40. but the proportion among the smaller numbers at greater ages are 
rather higher than in the ages of earlier maturity. The sections of the 
community, which include the greatest numbers are the Sheikhs and the 
Indian Christians, for the charity which is expended b efforts to care for 
Ihc^e who arc afflicted is almost all Christian charity and conversion to 
Christianity not infrequently follows the development of the symptoms of 
leprnsv. the proportion o*f lepers among the Sheikhs is high, but not very 
much‘out of proportion to their large numbers. The proportion is low 
among the Knyasthas and also among the other bhadrnlok Hbdu 
cartes 










SStum'UBY TABLES. 


97 


SUBSID1ABY TABLE t.-~NCJIBEB AFFLICTED PER l"'*.' 1 “ OF THE WfC- 
I. VTIOS AT EACH OF THE LAtrT FOCI* CENSUSES, 
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SUBSIDIARY TABLG II— NUMBER AFFLICTED PER lUO/KK) PERSONS of EACH AGE 
PERIOD A5D NUMBER OF FEMALES AFFLICTED PER 1.000 MALES. 
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SUBSIDIARY TABU'i 11 1 .— DISTRIBUTION or TUB infirm by ac;e ter 10,000 of each sex— contd. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Occupations. 

66 . Introductory .“This chapter deals with the statistics contained in 
Tables XVII to XXII of the Census Tables Volume for Calcutta and its 
Suburbs. Tables XVII to XXI are statistics of Occupation obtained from 
the schedules of the census itself following a scheme ot classification altered 
only slightly from that used in 1911 in the manner described on the title page 
to Table XVII. Table XXII contains statistics obtained from a special 
return required to be filled in by the managers of all factories with as many^ 
as ten employees each. 

This chapter deals first with the statistics of occupation obtained from 
the census schedules for the population as a whole, and afterwards with the- 
statistics of organised industry obtained from the Special Industrial Return. 
The first four subsidiary tables printed at the end of it refer to the first part 
and give:— 

I.— A general distribution of the population by occupation. 
n —A distribution of the agricultural, industrial, commercial and 
professional population between the City, its Suburbs in the 
24-Parganas and Howrah. 

III. —An analysis of the occupations of females. 

IV. —Figures of the occupations of selected castes. 

The remaining eight subsidiary t a hies refer to the second part and give- 
figures obtained from Census Table XXII in reference to— 

V. —The distribution of industries and persons employed. 

VX —Particulars of establishments employing 20 men in 1911 and 
1921 (the statistics collected in 1911 referred only to factories 
employing 20 men and upwards each}. 

VII. — An analysts of the organization of industrial concerns. 

VIII. — An analysis of the statist ice of birth-place of skilled employees. 

IX. — A similar analysis in respect of unskilled employees. 

X. — An analysis of the employment of Europeans and Anglo-Indians. 

XI. — The distribution of adult women and of children of each sex in 

different industries. 

XII. — The distribution of power employed in industry. 

Some further introduction of the occupational statistics obtained from 
the censris schedules to the student of them is, however, necessary. Indi¬ 
viduals were required to describe their main occupation as precisely as 
possible, and if they had another occupation subsidiary to it, to give that also 
in a separate column provided for the purpose. No" attempt was made to 
guide the enumerators ns to the terms by which occupations should be 
described, for to have done so would have meant that a certain amount of 
classification would have been done by the enumerators themselves, which could 
have been done much more satisfactorily in the course of tabulation. If any 
classification had been done by the enumerators it would have been impossible 
moreover to obtain uniformity or even to ascertain what system had been used, 
whereas a full record can be kept of classification done ip the compilation 
offices, sind for the benefit of the student of the figures an alphabetical list (in 
English) of significant occupational entries found in the schedules has been 
printed as an appendix to Chapter XII of the Provincial' Census Report 
which gives against each entry the group number of the occupational classifica¬ 
tion scheme. Whatever scheme of classification is used there must be some 
ucenpations even among these decribed with precision whose classification is 
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not at once obvious, but the greatest difficulty is to obtain precision. 1 he 
Bengali bhadralok are very apt to give their occupation by the term cJuikun 
literally " service/’ the business classes by the term By abas ha 1 trade and 
lflbou rers by the term da in ik pw jar " daily labourer.' 1 Strict injunctions were 
given to enumerators to avoid the use of these terms and oi other \ ague terms 
of the sort, but even in rural areas where the enumerators had ample time to 
do their work and their Supervisors to check it. the result was not altogether 
satisfactory. In the Province as a whole the descriptions oi Us occupation 
given bv 2 per cent, of the population did not enable any more detailed 
calseiikation to be made than to divide them intce {«) manufacturers, business- 
men tend contractors, (5) clerks, accountants, book-keepers, etc. and (r) 
labourers and workmen. This proportion was as much as 214 per cent, in 
Calcutta* 16 per cent, in the suburbs in the 24~Parganas and 23 per cent, in 
Howrah, against 16 per cent , in Calcutta and 12 per cent m the suburbs m 
lfl II so that the census of occupations was not so satisfactory m l aleutta, 
though in the Province as a whole it was more satisfactory, than m 1U11. 
The contrast between the small proportion whose occupation was indefinitely 
described in rural areas and in Calcutta is largely due to the fact that the 
rural population is largely agricultural and there is no difficulty in describing 
agricultural occupations with sufficient precision to identify them as such. 

87 Distribution of this population by occupation.- ! lie follotring 
summitry of the statistics of occupation in < aleutta and Suburbs illustrated 
in diagram No. 23 shows at a glance how the population of t aleutta amis a 
means of livelihood:— 
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There is a large body of casual labourers in the town, who will fetch and carry 
for anyone who will give them a few hours work, and whose occupation could 
not have been more accurately described than by such a term as ‘ casual 
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labourer, " '* coolie, ’ f etc. A great many men in regular employment use,] the 
same terms so that the numbers that appear in the statistics against “ labourers 
and workmen otherwise unspecified ” is 53,362 male workers with dependents 
who bring the total up to 71,558 in the City and Suburbs. These workers, 
however, are only one-third the total number w ho described their occupation 
insufficiently for purposes of classification. The greater number, 68,771 male 
and 1,745 female workers with dependents bringing the total up to 186.273, 
is that which appears in the statistics against “ cashiers, accountants, book¬ 
keepers, clerks and other employees in unspecified offices, warehouses and 
shops.’’ In spite of the instructions issued, these people described themselves 
by their individual occupation in the establishment in which they worked 
without giving information sufficient to enable the establishment to be classi¬ 
fied; and the enumerators failed to appreciate the fact that such entries were 
insufficient for the purpose of the classification of occupations. 

68 . Pasture and agriculture. —It may at first sight appear a little 
surprising that in a great commercial and industrial city as many as 78,000 
shonld be found dependent on pasture and agriculture, ijome 31, bill) of these 
are. however, found in the snrburbs in the 24-Parganas which on the southern 
side extend right into the country and some 0,000 in Howrah which does the 
same, but this still leaves 50,022 dependent on pasture and agriculture in 
the city itself. This, however, includes no less than. 35,743 living on income 
from the rent of agricultural land and another 3,065 who are their managers, 
clerks, agents, etc., and leaves only 6,798 ordinary cultivators and 4,720 
field labourers, who had nn doubt come into the city either casually on business, 
or as temporary immigrants to find work in the city during the season of the 
▼ear when there was nothing to do on their land. The large figure for those 
living on income from rent of land is interesting. These arc some of the 
absentee landlords of whom Bengal has so many, and the increase in their 
number as shown by the last three censuses has'been very remarkable. In 
1901 only 5,414 workers, that is actual landlords, were returned and U.920 
dependents, total 17.384. In 1911 these numbers had risen to 6,707 workers 
and 15,158 dependents, in all 21,965; and the present census shows 10.6S6 
workers and 25,057 dependents, in all 35.743. This means that the number 
of persons of the landlord class who have taken to hung in Calcutta instead 
of remaining on their estates has doubled itself in 20 years. In Calcutta and 
its? suburbs together the number of this class is 42,869. which is as much as 
31 tier cent, of the total of the class in the Province When it is rememliered 
that generally speaking it is only the biggest landlords who can afford to live 
in Calcutta, it will be realized that the figures show absenteeism to be very 
real feature of the land system of the country. 

60, Industry. —Out of the 330,887 persons dependent upon industry, 
$4,672, about a quarter, are textile workers and their dependents, but 
32,384 of these belong to the Suburbs in the 24-Parganas and 39,614 to Howrah 
so that the City itself basbnlv 12.674, The textile indust ries have in fact been 
crowded out of the City itself. Only 10,738 workers in jute mills and lute 
presses, and their dependents were enumerated in the Citv while 26,772 were 
found in the Suburbs in the 24-Parganas and 38.096 in tfowrah. To what 
an extent the iote industry has been driven beyond the limits of the suburbs 
will be appreciated when it is stated that those supported by it in the city 
and its suburbs are but 17-3 per cent, of the total for Bengal' 

Industries of dress and the toilet support 62.252 persons. 26,401 of whom 
are tailors, dressmakers, etc., and their families, 14.771 boot and shoemakers 
and their dependents, and 12.8i>5 washermen and those supported by them. 
Building industries support 33.363. wood industries 27,642, metal industries 
23.391, food industries 19,036. construction of means of transport 8,506. 
ceramics 7,560. chemical products 5.706, production and transmission of 
physical forces 4,231 and other industries 50.390. Of the latter workers 
in precious stones and metals and their families are 15,550; sweepers 
scavengers, etc.. 14.996; printers, lithographers, etc.. 9.575; and book-binders 
and stickers, etc., 7,294. Generally speaking the City itself has the greater 
snare in the industries which do not require muck space or require to Ee near 
the centre of business Workers in precious stones, book-binders, printers 
boot and shoemakers, carpenters, cabinet makers, butchers, tailors etc 
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are numerous in tbe city, while textile factory workers, ship and boat builders, 
factory Iron workers, etc-,, are more numerous in Howrah and the suburbs in 
the 24^Farganas. 

Tbe figures obtained from the industrial returns give a firmer basis for 
commentary upon the statistics of organized industry, but the following 
figures for 'Calcutta city alone, referring to outdoor industries or industries 
generally operated in a‘small way are very interesting:— 
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Tailors and shoemakers are decidedly less numerous than they were, I he 
former began to decrease in numbers before 1911 but not the latter, noth 
are tending to move away from the City into the suburbs. Carpenters on the 
other band have apparently increased Very much in numbers since 1911, but 
not masons and brick-layers for comparatively very' little building was going 
on in 1921 in spite of the fact that many building rites, for instance, along the 
Central Avenue had been cleared and were ready to be rebuilt, 1 be very high 
price of building materials was the cause of this stagnation in the building 
trade. The tendency between 1901 and 1911 for the washermen to go outside 
the city seems to have been arrested during the last 10 years, but the most 
interesting feature brought out hv the statistics for them, and repeated m the 
statistics for each of these five industries is the great reduction m the propor¬ 
tion of dependents who live in the city with the actual workers. 

70. Transport.— There are 45,2$7 supported by transport service by 
road, 37,034 bv transport bv water, 30*604 by transport by rail and 7.350 
by Post Office,'Telegraph arid Telephone Service. Owners, drivers, etc., of 
mechanically driven vehicles and their families are now 10,795 and the owners 
and those employed on other vehicles and their dependents 25,201 the majority 
of both being found in the Citv itself and few on tne Howrah side of the nyer. 
It is curious to note that as many as 901 persons still depend upon that primi¬ 
tive conveyance the palki for their Irving, Transport by water was returned 
as supporting a ten* much smaller number of persons than in 1911 owing to 
the stagnation in the export and import trade in the Port at the time of the 
censnss. The greatest reduction was in boatmen and lightermen, fey boat 
owners, boatmen and towmen ” and their dependents were 20,078 in Calcutta 
itself in 1911, while the present number returned is only 13,701. The number 
in the Citv employed hv the railways and their families is rather less than 10 
years ago! but with Howrah now accounted a suburb of Calcutta the total is 
fiii per cent, more than that for Calcutta, Maniktola, Cossipore-Chit pore and 
Garden Beach in 1911. The Post Office, Telegraph and Telephone Services 
supported only 2.872 persons in the city in 1901 but the number grew to 
4 FIJI in 1911 and has now renchcd 5.848. 

71. Trade. — OT the commercial population. 69.716, or more than a 
quarter of the total are supported by purveying food The actual number is 
really much greater, for as many as 67.575 were returned as general store¬ 
keepers or just as shop-keepers without tbe kind of shop being specified at all, 
and a large proportion of these must have been sellers of food in various forms. 
Brokerage commission and export was returned aa supporting 22 . 102 . trade in 
textile materials 15.227; in articles of luxury 11,976; banks, establishments 
of credit, exchange and insurance 7.S55; trade in fuel 7.936; in clothing and 
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toilet articles 5,861, and in skins, leather, etc 4.264 (a much smaller number 
than in 1911), while hotel keepers and liquor vendors and their families are 
as many as 9,444. The last number has grown very much of hue years for 
the number supported by keeping hotels, serais, eating houses, etc., in the 
citv was only 1.351 in 1901, 2,112 in 1911 and now 4 731' Otherwise com 
parison between the figures of former censuses and the statistics of the lost in 
reference to the distribution of the commercial population according to trade 
they follow is difficult on account of the very large number who on this occa 
sioti returned themselves either as general storekeepers or just as shopkeepers. 

72. Public Force. —The troops in Calcutta were on the occasion of the 
last census only half ns many as in 1911 or 1901. for the Alipore Lines were 
almost empty. The number*of the Police Force itself, 4,105. \jas rather less 
than in 19li and the number of dependents upon its members living in the 
City decidedly less, so that service in the Public Force was at this census 
found to support a considerably sma ller number than 10 years ago 

73. Public Administration. —Public Administration including Police 
Service supported 33,423 persons in the City in 1901. In 1911 service in the 
Police supported 5,540 and in the rest of the Public Administration 31,285 so 
that there was an increase of 3,402. The present figure for those supported 
in Public Administration is 33,655. The actual workers have increased from 
13.192 to 15.540, but dependents are slightly fewer in numbers showing that 
the Government servant cannot as easily a fiord to keep his dependents with 
him In Calcutta as he could formerly, 'the actual number in the employment 
of the State is less than 10 years ago, 8.170 in place of 8,582. for there was 
considerable reduction owing to the transfer of the headquarters of the 
Government of India to Delhi, but there has been a large increase in the 
number of workers in Municipal employment in the citv, from 4.497 mate* 
to 7,361. 

74. Professions and liberal arts,— Of the 74,135 persons in Calcutta 
and its suburbs supported in the professions and liberal arts, the law' claims 
the greatest number 17,743; medicine 16.557, letters, arts and sciences 
14,568; religion 14,393: and education 10,874, The law found actual employ* 
mem for 2,034 persons in the city in 1901 and they had 5,592 dependents. 
The corresponding figures in 1911' were 2,865 workers and 7.368 dependents 
and in 1921. 6.303 workers and 9,293 dependents. Apparently, therefore, 
there has been a "rent increase in the numbers who find employment in the 
law especially in the last 10 years, but proportionally much fewer of them are 
able to afford to keep their families in Calcutta with them than formerly. 
Priesm. ministers of religion, etc., in the city were 4,829 in 191L but ar<* 
now 4.189 and the total number supported by religion has been reduced from 
13,860 to 10,466 in the decade, for religious mendicants and the like are much 
fewer than they were. It is typical of Ehdia that the legal profession should 
outnumber the medical profession, the educational profession and the pro¬ 
fession of letters, art£ and sciences. There is probably no other country 
in the world where such results are to be found. TSie number of medical prac¬ 
titioners of all kinds in Calcutta city was 1.861 in 1901, 2,513 in 1911 and 
now 2,932 and the total number supported br the practise of medicine has 
increased from 8,800 in 1901 to 10,848 in 1911 and 13,433 in 1921, so that 
the profession is growing, and, as the large number of dependents whom h is 
able to support in the city indicates, it is prospering. Letters, arts and 
sciences support a number which is increasing as fast' the fbmres of this 
census showing the greatest excess among authors, journalist*, photographers 
etc.. Education supported 6.873 persons in the citv in 1901, 7.331 in' 1914 
and now 9,106. The teaching profession has not grown as fast in the 
city as the last two that have been mentioned, but it has made steady progress 
though the smaller number of dependents compared with the number of 
actual workers shows that the profession is not as well paid. 

* * | , , 6 w 1 m , .“14809 in the City and its Suburbs 

were found living principally on their incomes, Compared with 
European standards the proportion they hear to the total popu¬ 
lation is low. In part this is due to the fact that India 
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is not a country of thrift, and those who are able to do so do not .save as they 
do m Europe, but what is mainly responsible for the result is that the success¬ 
ful Bengali invests his capital m land, and when his income is derived from 
rent of agricultural hind he is counted among those supported by agriculture. 
The number returned in the l ‘itr as livitig principally > u thtii ine< mes has 
fallen since 1911 from 19.U72 to i 1.45' 1 IVndfliftrs ami such perewwbf fixed 
income have been very hard hit by the great increase in the cost of living in 
Calcutta, anti though a few owners of house property have done very well from 
the l*>om in land and property values in Calcutta, the class which lives princi¬ 
pally on its income has very of'ten had to leave the city and go into the country, 

7 d. Domestic service.— Domestic service in the city and its suburbs 
supports 60.243 male workers and 2U.S09 female workers who have with them 
only 28.680 dependents. Domestic servants returned in the city in 1901 
wore 83,979 actual workers with 30,918 dependents, in 1.911 79,564 actual 
workers with 30,530 dependents, and in 1921 only 69,035 workers with 2*2,021 
dependents. The change that has come about in the last 10 year- is signifi¬ 
cant of the changed position of those who can afford to keep servants. The 
advent of the motor car lias made some difference, for private grooms, coach¬ 
men. dog boys, etc,, 5,675 in 1911 and now only 2,218, but the chief cause for 
the reduction in the number of domestic servants is shortage of house accom¬ 
modation, and the fact that such new accommodation as lias been provided in 
the decade has often been in the form of flats, while houses formerly occupied 
by one European family have now either been divided into flats or arc being' 
shared by more than one family. Either arrangements means that each family 
requires fewer servants 

77 Unproductive occupations. —In Calcutta and its Suburbs no less 
than 31,092 persons are supported by unproductive occupations. Excluding 
+,117 inmates of jails and asylums {and 7 who reiufluid themselves as depen¬ 
dents upon them!) the remainder are beggars, vagrants, etc., 10,982, nearly 
two-thirds of whom are women. 3,578 dependents on the alms they receive, 
and 10,314 prostitutes with 1,552 dependents upon them. Beggars, vagrants, 
etc., were returned in the city in 1901 at 7,651 with 2.37S dependents, in 
151 1 at 4,390 workers, the number of dependents not being available, and in 
1921 at 6,691 with 2,641 dependents. The increase in 1921 is in female 
beggars only, the number of male beggars being almost exactly the same as 
10 years ago. The number of prostitutes in the City in 1901 was 14,369 with 
2,629 dependents, in 1911 12,848. the number of their dependents not king 
available, and in 1021, 8,877 with 1.330 dependents. Prostitution is there¬ 
fore much less than it used to be in the city, but the fact that there is still one 
acknowledged prostitute to every 43 males aged between 2u and 56 shows what 
iri the moral result of conditions which have brought together a population 
in which males outnumber females by more than two to one. 

78. Occupations according to religion.— As the Hindus constitute 
majority of the population they naturally predominate in most of the occupa¬ 
tions. hut bv no means in proportion to their numbers in several notable 
instances, lit the jute industries, jute spinning and weaving, jute pressing, 
-rid rope, twine and string making, there are as many as 30,182 Muham¬ 
madan workers and their dependents to 47,694 Hindus. Muhammadans us 
might be expected supply nearly all the butchers and form the majority of 
the bakers and they out number’the Hindus in ihe tobacco trade. They are 
also in a large majority among the tailors and outnumber Hindus among 
masons and bricklayers. They are much more numerous than Hindus in 
the occupations of book-binding and transport by water, and are somewhat 
more numerous among the carters, etc., but in trade generally Hindus are 
four to every Muhammadan and in Public Administration and the liberal 
arts there is only one Muhammadan to even* six Hindus. 

More than a third of the Muhammadan population is supported by 
industry; one-sixth by transport, nearly one-seventh hr trade, only oue- 
t wen tie th in Public Administration and the liberal arts and about 
one-eleventh in domestic service. Of the Christian community one-third is 
supported by service in the Public Administration and by the liberal arts, 
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one-sixth by transport, only one-twelfth by industry and one-eleventh by 
domestic service. The number engaged in trade and their dependents accord 
ing to the statistics is only two-fifteenths of the total number ot the community, 
but it is in fact much larger for no less than 8.617 Christians returned their 
occupation so vaguely mat they could only lie classified as 11 cashiers, 
accountants, book-keepers, clerks and others employed in unspecified shops, 
warehouses and offices '' Most of these must have been employed in some 
sort of trade. 

79 Workers and dependents*— The must remarkable abnormality in 
the occupational statistics for Calcutta is to be found in the proportion 
between workers and dependents. Among the 1,327.457 inhabitants of the 
City and its suburbs there are 766,251 workers and 567,dud dependents, that 
is to sav. only 746 dependents per thousand workers. 'Hie corresponding 
proportion in Bengal is 1,827, two and half times as great , and the difference 
is of course due to the fact Lhat so many of the inhabitants of the city are 
temporary immigrants who work there only for a time and leave their 
families ’at home. The following statement shows the proportion for the 
more important classes of occupations:— 
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Those engaged in unproductive occupations, beggars, prostitutes, etc., 
naturally have the smallest number of dependents with them in the town, 
and the class which comes next to thorn are the domestic servants. Those 
employed in transport in the city also have very few dependents with them, 
but the proportion is higher in the suburbs. There are fewer dependents 
in proportion to workers in Trade than in Public Administration and the 
Professions The comparison between the figures for those employed in 
Public Administration and the Professions in Calcutta City are especially 
interesting They seem to indicate that the average Government employee 
is not so easily able on his pay to keep his family with him as the average 
professional man. 

It will lie interesting to compare the proportions of dependents te 
workers in each class of occupation disclosed by this and the last census. 
The figures are as given in the following statement:— 
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They refer to Calcutta City only as complete figures for the Surburbs in 1911 
are not available, ft will appear that only trader*, transport workers anfl 
those engaged in unproductive occupations have more dependents with them 
in the city than 10 years ago. The greatest increase is in the case of traders, 
who have been able to improve their position in this respect. Both the oro- 
fessional man and the Government servant have had to take to the expedient 
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of leaving ttieir families at home to a greater extent than formerly. The 
Government servant was as well off in this respect as the professional jnun 
10 years ago. but thi a is no longer the case. Among those supported by the 
w^j 1 irofession in 1911 there were as many as 257 dependents per hundred 
workers but the proportion has now dropped to 147, for the legal profession 
Ig tiow verv' much moc^ crowds! thtiii ii tfc9d*l to be* Iji tlu v nwdiciil pro- 
fession there were 182 dependents per hundred worders, very many fewer 
than in the law, but tin proportion in the medical porfesdon is now lbO. 
rather more than in the law. 

In order to make the statistics for Calcutta comparable with those for 
European countries it will be convenient to set forth the proportion between 
the mind>ers over the age of 1i1 who a re occupied and unoccupied It is in socli 

form that these statistics are usually discussed in European countries 
Statistics of occupations according to age have not iieeu prepared in Bengal 
but assuming that all those under the age of 10 were unoccupied we find that 
in Calcutta itself S72 per mille males over the age of 10 are occupied, in the 
Sulnrfe ill ihe 24-Patganas 888 Mil in HowraE 888. The. ccrresponclmg 
proportion for Bengal as a whole is 812 and tor England and ales m Mil 
it was S38 (b42 in urban districts and ^26 in rural districts). 


hQ Occupation of females.— While so large a proportion of the 
male population of Calcutta consists of workers there are no more than 
52(160 females who work for their living in the City itself, 15.W3 m the 
Suhurbs in the 24 Parganas ami 12.214 m Howrah. Ihe total 81,091 is 
hut IS-3 per cent, of the female population. The occupations mentioned 
below arc those in which women most often take part, the numbers apusi-u 
each being the number of female workers:— 


*eivice 

FraatltHti^h 

Begging 

Tattles 

Uilrauriire (nwiperifi-d) ... 

Swetfjteri *•* 

Living nn SlifSr inc-msu 

incmtttia firmi rent of land ■>> 

Uii|wives, etc. 

fSicfr-jiatmiiing "L^if Tinskip j? ... 

Tmle in fuel 


20.991* 

10.014 

G.G91 

S.G33 

3593 

2.254 

1,992 

1,990 

1,243 

1.233 

1,092 


In the City there are 111 females earning their own living per 1,000 males, 
in the Suburbs in the 24-Parganas 145 and m Howrah PS, while the corres¬ 
ponding proportion in Bengal as a whole is 157. Assuming that all the 
females returned as workers were over the age oi 10, the proportion of females 
aged 10 and over occupied in the City and its Suburte is 214 per mi lie 
Sainst oiilv 141 in the Province as a whole. The corresponding propor¬ 
tion in England and Wales according to the Census oi 1911 was much 
higher. 325'per mille. anti in London as much as 409, and it has certainly 
risen very much during the last 10 years. 


SI, Occupation and race or caste.—The figures given in Subsidiary 
Table IV at the end of the chapter show that trade and transport employ 
the energies of Europeans about equally. Each supports considerably 
more than a fifth ot the European population, while contractors, clerks, 
etc in unspecified business anti their dependents number nearly 14 per cent., 
those employed in the Public Force are i2£ per cent.. Industry 12 per cent., 
ArV*! and Professions 9 [>er cent, and Public Administration 5 per cent. 
Employment as contractors, clerks, etc., in unspecified business, and in 
transtmrt support each considerably more than a quarter of the An^lo- 
Indian community and Arts and Professions neatly 15 per cent, of it. but 
it engages little in either trade or industry. Trade in one form and another 
supports nearly two-fifths of the Armenians, 10$ per are professional 
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men and only ;ind j>er cent, engaged in transport or industry. The returns 
for Indian castor show that in Calcutta though the predilection of each caste 
for its traditional occupation has by no means disappeared, very many have 
taken to other occupations, more, generally speaking, than in rural areas. 
Three-quarters of the Dhobas am washermen, but only 34£ per cent, of the 
Bhnimalis are scavengers, though most of the 27 per cent, returned as 
domestic servants were probably sweepers, only 30 per cent, of the C ha mars 
and Muchis are employed in leather work. 27i per cent, of the Hands are 
growers of betel. 19£ per cent, of the Kumars are blacksmiths. 13 per cent, 
of the Goalas are herdsmen and milkmen, 11 per cent, of the Baidyas are 
medical men and only 6 per cent, of the Brahmans are priests 


The Industrial Census, 

SSL Introductory. — An attempt was made in dealing with the census 
statistics in 1901 to distinguish betv.wu workers in factories and those 
engaged in home industries, and also between “ owners, managers and 
superior staff ” and “ operatives. " but the entries in the Census schedule* 

C roved far too vague to penfitit of accurate information on these points 
ring obtained, and a census of organised industry was attempted in con¬ 
nection with the Census of 1911. Owners, agents or managers of all in¬ 
dustrial or manufacturing concerns in which at least 2f* persons were 
employed were required to fill up a return giving the following particulars:— 

(11 The character of the mill or factory, r.g., jute uall or cotton 
mill 

(2i The nature oi ownership, conducted by Government, con¬ 
trolled by a public company or owned by private persons. 

(3) The castes or nationalities of the owners or managers. 

(4) The nature of the mechanical power employed. 

(o) Ike number of— (a) persons in superior employ, <b ) skilled 
operatives and (o unskilled workmen, in the last two cases 
the numbers being divided into two classes, viz., persoas over 
and under 14 years of age. 

It was decided by tbe Government of India at the instance of the Depart¬ 
ment of Industries Jjoth to extend and to elaborate the Industrial Census is 
1921. It was made to include all factories with as many as In employees, * 
and returns of caste, age and birth-place were required to be made for all 
operatives as well as the particular operation in which each skilled employee 
was occii pied. A complete account of the nature an<I extent of t he power used 
was also asked. From the return the elaborate statistics contained in the 
seven parts of Table XXII have been obtained. Part IV giving statistics 
for skilled operatives, showing the number of children under 14 separate from 
adults of either sex, the number belonging to the castes returned and the birth¬ 
places of skilled workmen employed & various factorv pro,esses, has l*en pre¬ 
pared only for cotton mills, jute mills, silk filatures and mills, iron foundries, 
iron and steel works, machinery and engineering works, paper milts 
flour milb. mil wav workshops, steamer workshops and shipwrights and 
dockyard workshops. Part V gives similar figures for unskilled labourers 
m establishments of the same nature and similar figures, but obtained from 
the general schedules instead of the industrial returns, for day labourers 
and coolies, workers in docks and ships and railway and steamer coolies. 

£3. Numbers employed in organised industry .—Calcutta and its 
Suburbs were found to contain I,lK>7 industrial concerns each with as many 

?!« £,f ,p T ees ’ , HiA 01 ,® 1 n “ m, * r of P erao,ls employed was found to 1* 
142,2. b males and 12.014 females, compared with 176.592 males and 16.407 
females returned as actual workers in industry whether orEnniKed or tm- 
organised in the schedules of the general census. ‘ The figures are not st rictly 
comparable for the figures of die industrial census include those who ' 

info t hp Pltv nr it a -“ _ |_ I , . _ 


into the City or its Suburbs to work in factories bv dav7where»T the Arana 
of the general census include only those found in the City and its Suburb* 
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on the census night. They show, however, that roost of the industrial work 
carried on in Calcutta is done in establishments which employ at lea^i ID 
men. The character of the establishments was as follows:— 
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64 Textile industries.— Thirteen jute mills employing 47.275 nudes 
and £),n:i» females form the most important item in the list oi textile factories. 
Eleven are controlled bv registered companies and two privately owned, one 
hv an Indian. The 13 managers and most of the supervising staff are Euro¬ 
pean or A nglo-Indiaa while Indians are employed iu clerical work. N ot quite 
naif the mule operatives were counted as skilled and alx>ut a fifth of the te¬ 
rn ale employees' These 13 mills account for 71 per cent, of all the females 
employed in Calcutta and its Suburbs in organised industry and the same 
proportion of the child workers. Of the skilled operatives, 24.3'>1 in all, 
more than a third were born in the United Provinces, about a third in Bengal, 
practicaUv all of whom came from Calcutta or adjoining districts, nearly a 
sixth from South Bihar, about one-nine th from North Bihar and about one- 
twentieth, almost all the rest, from Orissa. Of the unskilled labourers 
31,204 in all, one-third were born in the United Provinces, one-fifth in South 
Bihar, one-eighth in Orissa, one-eleventh in North Bihar and one-twentieth 
from Madras. Only just over one-eighth were born in Bengal and almost all 
of t hem in Calcutta or adjoining districts. When allowance is made tor the 
fact that a large number of the operatives born in Bengal are the children of 
up-country people, it will be realised that the Bengalis take practically no 
part m the jute industry in Calcutta and its Suburbs. The labour is mainly 
recruited from the eastern districts of the United Provinces and the ad¬ 
joining districts of Bihar, while Grivas and Madrasis come in as unskilled 
rathe°than as skilled operatives. Nine of the mills use steam power to 
drive their machinery' directly, and the remaining four electricity generat¬ 
ed on the premises. The total number of looms is 7.506, 4,776 in Howrah, 
IJtio in the suburbs in the 24-Parganas and 063 in Calcutta itself. 

The live cotton spinning and weaving mills within the limits of the City 
and its Suburbs employ 5.187 males and 1,088 females and their labour force 
is little more than a tenth that of the jute mills. Bengalis take the same 
insignificant part in this industry as in the jute industry and its labour is 
recruited from much the same direction except that rather more of it comes 
from Orissa. Four of the five mills are privately owned by Indians and 
there are onlv two with European managers. Two in the city are very small 
indeed. The power used is steam power. 

The statistics of the jute presses. 30 in number, seem to indicate that 
the figures obtained from the general census are incorrect in showing so many 
employed in jute pressing as they do. This mistake probably arose from 
careless entries in the schedules allocating a number of those actually em¬ 
ployed in jute mills to jute presses, but jute pressing is a seasonal industry 
atjd it may be that a number who find employment in the jute presses in the 
season returned this as their occupation, though they were out of work or 
doing something else at the time ot the actual census. 
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The filk weaving industry with two filatures and mills only is a very small 
one in Calcutta. 

85 Wood industries,— There are 17 concerns employing 1,3*1.3 men 
and 8 women. Thirty-seven of than are privately owned by Indians and 
only G are controlled by registered companies. The directors of o of them 
are Europeans and these 5 only have European managers, l it teen only 
employ mechanical power and in the case of 12 of them it is steam 

86 . Leather and analogous industries.— There are 27 factories devoted 
to leather industries employing 1,484 men and 100 women, only a very small 
proportion of the total number employed in leather industries organised and 
unorganised. Factories of this nature employing each 20 men and more 
in Calcutta. Ua nick to I la. Cossipore-Chitpore and Garden Reach in 1911 had 
a larger labour stall than those in Calcutta and all its six suburbs in 1021, 
and the industry has therefore declined Twenty-one out of the 27 factories 
are privately owned by Indians, though 7 in all have European or Anglo- 
Indian managers. Only 1 use mechanical power. In three eases it is steam 
and in one case elect r icily supplied from outside. 

Eighteen of the 27 factories are tanneries, 4 in Calcutta and 14 in the 
suburbs, 8 are leather factories and the last is a bone mill. 

87. Metal industries.— There are 121 concerns employing 25,647 men 
and 100 women. Machinery and engineering works are 34 and they have 
15 245 employees; 45 are iron foundries with.4,108; and 23 are iron and 
=teel works with 2,153. Of the machinery and engineering works 2» with 
3 HP employees are in the City, 12 with 11.800 employees in Howrah and 
2 with 327 employees in the suburbs on the eastern side of the river. Of 
Them all 2 are controlled by Government, 18 by registered companies, the 
directors of 13 of which are Europeans, and the remaining 14 are privately 
owned, 11 of them by Indians. Nineteen works have European managers 
and the industry employs 156 European and Anglo-Indians in supervision, 
380 in clerical work and 28 as skilled workmen. Thirty concerns use 
mechanical power, 0 steam, 4 oil and 17 electricity, supplied from outside 
in the case of 14. Of the 8,837 skilled workmen employed no less than 
6 160 men were born, in Bengal, all but 470 of whom came from districts 
adjoining Calcutta, while 996 came from the United Provinces. 761 from 
South Bihar, 388 from Orissa. 235 from Xorth Bihar and 119 from Madras. 
On the other hand very few of the unskilled workmen were born in Bengal, 
the largest minders coming from Orissa and the United Provinces. 

Most of the iron foundries are in Howrah and all but six are privately 
owned, 33 by Indians and one by an European. Of the six which are com¬ 
panies, 2 have European directors only and 4 both Indians and Europeans 
on the Board. Only four of the total number employ European managers. 
The majority of the skilled labour comes from districts in Bengal adjoining 
Calcutta as does nearly half the unskilled labour, the United Provinces and 
Orissa supplying the largest quota to the remainder. Thirty-five concerns 
use mechanical power and in the case of 26 it is steam. 

Most of the iron and steel works are in Calcutta and only four are con¬ 
trolled by companies, 3 with European and one with Indian directors. The 
rest are privately owned. 16 of them by Indians, and are small concerns 
making fight steel trunks. Five in all have European managers Most of 
the skilled labour comes from Bengal and from the neighbourhood of the 
City, but there is some also from the United Provinces and adjoining parts 
of Bihar. Only a fifth of the unskilled labour comes from the City and its 
neighbourhood.' the greater number coming from the United Provinces and 
adjoining Bihar districts, more distant districts in Bengal, and Orissa. 
Eleven concerns use mechanical power and in the case of 7 it is electricity 
supplied from outside. 

There are 7 brass works 6 of them in Calcutta itself, but only one is a 
large one with 753 employees, 

88 . Glass and earthenware industries.— Of the 27 concerns in the 
City and its Suburbs, 23 are brick and tile factories found in the Suburbs in 
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ihc 24-Parganas mostly in the South Suburb* nr; ! Tollygunge and employing 
4.U13 persons, 529 of whom are females. One belongs to Government, one 
to a company which has Indian directors, and -1 are privately owned, all but 
uue by Indians- Only one of the 23 has a European manager None of them 
uses mechanical power. 

^9. Industries connected with chemical products. —There are 153 
concerns employing 7. Bun persons, 493 of whom are females, dealing with 
chemical products. The most numerous are oil mills of which the city alone 
has 62 with 1,963 employees. There k one large paint awl varnish works 
in Howrah with 6S2 employees and a small one in the City. Other concerns 
are aerated water factories, soap and candle factories, chemical works, lac 
factories, drug and medicine works, perfume factories and cardboard 
factories, 

90 Industries of dress.— There aiv 109 concerns which employ 2,305 
men and only 5 women. The absence of women in such an industry appears 
incongruous compared with the circumstances of such industries in Euorpean 
countries, but it is nut so in India. There is one, ad Army Clothing 
Factory, which belongs to Government, and only 6 belong to registered com¬ 
panies’ The great majority 96 are privately owned by Indians. Seven 
concerns have European managers, but only two Europeans or Anglo-Indians 
are employe. I as skilled workmen >eyen concerns use mechanical power, 6 
of them electricity supplied from outside- 

91. Food industries. —100 concerns employ 4.S5S persona 
729 of whom are women. Fifty-one of them are rice mills employing 
959 men and 520 women and 7 are flour mills employing 1,228 
men and 15 women. One of the rice mills belongs to a company with 
European directors, the rest are privately owned and managed bv Indians. 
AH use mechanical power, 41 steam and 19 electricity supplied from outside. 
All but *2 of the flour mills are owned by registered companies. 3 having Boards 
of European Directors, one Indian anil one mixed, and all five have European 
managers. The two privately owned mills belong to Indians. There is 
little skilled labour require-1 In a modern flour mill' and half of it comes from 
Bengal. The unskilled lalxuir comes half from Orissa and a quarter from the 
United Provinces. All 7 flour mills use mechanical power, 6 of them 
steam and one electricity supplied from outside. 

92, Workshops maintained lit connection with the maintenance of 
means of transport.— Sixty-two concerns employing 20,146 men and 27 women 
are employed in construction of means of transport. 9 are shipwrights 
and dockyard workshops which employ 11.679 men and 6 women. One 
is controlled by Government and the rest by registered companies, the dir¬ 
ectors of which are Europeans except in the case of one which has a mixed 
Board. All 9 have European managers and employ Europeans 
and Anglo-Indians in supervision while there are 2+ skilled workmen who are 
partly or wholly of European extraction. Of the skilled workmen, 7.054 in 
number, no less than 4,603 were born in Calcutta or adjoining districts in 
Bengal, and the rest come mainly from Orissa 672, the United Provinces 655 
and 'adjoining districts of Bihar. Of the unskilled labourers on the other 
hand only one-eighth were born in Calcutta and the adjoining districts in 
Bengal, hut more come from the further parts of the Province. More than 
half come from the eastern districts of the United Provinces anil adjoining dis¬ 
tricts of Bihar, Five of the nine concerns use steam power to drive their 
machinery direct. Two others use electricity generated on the premises and 
two electricity supplied from outside. 

The City*and Suburbs include S railway workshops employing 1.67S men 
and 13 women. Among the skilled labourers employed. 35 per cent, of the 
workmen were born in Calcutta and its neighbourhood and as much as 21 per 
cent, in the United Provinces. Practicaltv all the unskilled labour comes 
from outside the Province, Tramway workshops employ 1,371, and there 
are 24 motor car works all in Calcutta itself and employing as many as 2.646, 
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113. Industries of luxury.— Calcutta ami its suburlw contain 23ft fac¬ 
tories engaged in industries of luxurv, of which as mftny as are Printing 
Presses employing 12.658 males anti 38 females. Practically all are in die 
Citv itself. Many of them are however very small, and in fact the number 
employing only between 10 and 20 men each in almost half the total. Hi* 
belong to Go verm sit'in, 22 to registered companies (13 European and 0 Indian) 
in are privately owned hv Europeans or Anglo-Indians, and Iftl the great 
majority though it includes all the smallest, are the private property nf 
Indians’ In all 29 have European managers. 102 use mechanical power 
which is steam in the case of ft. obtained from oil engines in the >i use of one, 
and in the case of the remaning 95 is electricity supplied from outside, 

94 . The power used in industry.— 517 industrial establishment - 
m Calcutta and Suburbs use mechanical power. In the case of 
259. steam engines drive the machinery directly, in the case of 15 oil 
engines ilo so, and in the case of 7 gas engines. The horse-power of the 
steam engines totals 70,892. of the oil engines 504 and of the gas engi.ties 1,191. 
The three together generate 72,587 horsepower. In 16 establishments the 
machinery is electrically driven, electricity being generated on the premises 
by steam engines of 24,992 horse power and oil engines of 288 horse-power. 
The total power of the dynamos is 6.730 kilowatts. In 22i> establiEarnests 
the mnehinerv is driven bv electricity supplied from outside by the Company 
which lights Calcutta, and whose power obtained from steam engines of 2 K 00 i> 
horap-power haa been included in the total of 70,892 horse power mentioned 
above. The 229 establishments have motors generating in all 11,514 horse¬ 
power. To estimate the total power used bv industry we should, if we count 
in the engines of the electric power station, leave out the motors driven off 
the Company’s current and put the total at 96,&67 horse-power. 

The greatest users of power are the following:— 
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and there is in addition the electric light works with engines of 28,900 horse¬ 
power . It is interesting to note that the biggest industrial user of the Com¬ 
pany's current is tie Anns factories and after it jute presses, shipwrights, 
workshops, and. a long way behind, printing presses, machinery and engineer¬ 
ing works and the rice mill?, and that ultimately Calcutta depends almost 
entirely on steam power. 
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05, The place at origin of the coolie population.— In Part V of I'able 

XXII along with tlte birth-place and caste statistics obtained from the 
Industrial Returns will be: found figures obtained from tin- general census for 
the caste and birth-place of '* Railway and steamer coolies T (the porters at 
the railway stations and steamer ghats) and also for those who returned them¬ 
selves as “day Labourers and coolies ” in the City and its suburbs, including 
also all the labour force of the docks. The birth-place figures show that more 
than a quarter of the railway porters, etc. , come from the United Provinces, 
about a quarter were born m Calcutta and adjoining districts, and about a 
quarter come from South Bihar. The day labourers and coolies, including 
the dock labour, form a very much larger section of the population 93, s 35 
males and 4,048 females. The figures obtained from the industrial census 
have shown that a much smaller proportion of the unskilled than the skilled 
in most industries is born in Bengal They have shown, moreover, that among 
skilled workers in factory industries, those from the United Provinces out¬ 
number those from North and South Bihar together and are nearly 4 times as 
many as those from Orissa. Among unskilled labour in organised industry 
also,'the greatest number of workmen come from the United Provinces, but 
Orissa supplies a much larger quota. On the other hand among casual 
labourers the 97,883 for which statistics have been given, only 12,138. one in 
ejn-ht, come from the United Provinces, while 18,368 come from Or^sa and 
no less than 32,824 from Bihar district?. The absence of immigrants from 
the Chota Nagpur plateau among operatives in organised industry is conspicu¬ 
ous It is not many of them that come to Calcutta but when they come they 
seem to favour casual labour rather than employment in factories 
548 of them are rail wav coolies and 2.254 casual labourers. 
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SUBSIDIARY TABLE III — OCCUPATION of female* by ^[ju-CLv-.-is and selected 

ORDERS AND GROT PS 
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SOBSIOIARY TABLE 111.— OCCUPATIONS of females by sub-classes and selected 

ORDERS AND GROUPS— Continued . 
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SUBSIDIARY TABLE III —OCCUPATION OF fejIaLE- 3X STIR-CLASSES anp SELECTED 
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SUBSIDIARY TABLE IV.—Occupation's of selected castes. 


• CALCUTTA WITH SOB J flag, 
























































































SUBSIDIARY TABLES. 


123 


SUBSIDIARY TABLE IV.— OccwatIdSs i>k selected ca.stes— 
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